
Defford and Besford Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting

of Tuesday 3rd August 2010

at Defford Village Hall

Present: 
Cllrs John Brookes (Chairman), Ian Spiers, Sonja Lee,  Ann Roe, Roy Ottley, David Smith and Ron Davis
Also present:
Jo Adams, Clerk; County Councillor Adrian Hardman; 6 members of the public

1. Apologies and Declarations of Interest 

Apologies has been received from Cllrs David Robinson and Robert Bemand. The following councillors declared personal, non-prejudicial interests: Cllr Davis: re Rooftop Housing Group; Cllr Lee: School Governors; Parochial Church Council

2. Minutes of the meeting held on 29th June 2010 to be confirmed and signed

It was resolved that the Minutes of the meeting of the 29th June 2010 should be accepted and signed by the Chairman as a true record. 
3. Planning 

(a) New applications

The following planning applications had been received and discussed by the Planning Committee:

W/10/01289/PP 5 Lower Drive, Besford Court

Proposal: Single storey extension AMENDMENT

Planning Committee: No objection






W/10/01657/LUE Woodbine Cottage, Woodmancote

Proposal: Certificate of Lawfulness - yard & building

Planning Committee: No comment





(b) Wychavon District Council decisions

W/10/01289/PP
5 Lower Drive, Besford Court




Permitted

W/10/01351/PP
Evermore (formerly Pen-y-Bryn), Church Lane, Defford
Permitted

4. Finance: to approve any payments due

The following invoices totalling £1095.96 were approved for payment:

· nPower


Streetlighting

· Worcestershire CALC

Councillor training

· Notice-It Ltd


Notice board (Defford)

· Gallagher & Co

Internal Audit

· New Farm Maint’ Servs
Lengthsman work
5. Maintenance of Open Spaces

(a) To discuss possible routes for footpaths across former Defford Common

Further to discussions at the last meeting, maps were distributed of the area of the former Defford Common. It was agreed that Cllrs Lee and Spiers would examine the maps to identify possible routes for new footpaths around the site of the former airfield. In addition, the current owners of the site to be ascertained. 

(b) Updates: notice-boards at Defford and Besford

The vicar has agreed that the church notice board at Besford can be shared with the Parish Council. Keys to be located and copied to allow access. The notice board at Defford has now been supplied and will be installed shortly. 
6. Councillors reports  

(a)  County Councillor A Hardman

Cllr Hardman reported that a meeting had been arranged for the 10th August to discuss the possibility of installing a Slow sign just beyond the entrance to Lower Drive in Besford as visibility on this stretch of Ladywood Road is poor.
Cllr Hardman reported that Eckington bridge would be undergoing repairs for 12 weeks starting on the 8th September. The bridge would be closed during this time between the hours of 9am and 4pm. 

Cllr Roe thanked Cllr Hardman for the prompt repairs to the tarmac in Harpley Road following reports at the last meeting. 

Cllr Brookes asked if repairs could be made to the deceleration lane from the A4104 into Harpley Road. 

(b)  District Councillor R Davis

Cllr Davis reported that the broken tarmac around a drain in Upper Street has now been repaired. 

Cllr Davis reported that although full financial reviews are awaited, Wychavon District Council remains in a strong position with extremely good savings made to date and strong cash reserves.
In response to a question, Cllr Davis informed the Council that permission has been given from the Wychavon planning department for enforcement action to be commenced against activities taking place at Crabbe Yard, and also at Crabbe Tree Farm just outside the parish in Wadborough. 

(c)  Parish Councillors

i. Cllr Lee reported that notices had been published in the Parish News and on the notice boards asking for volunteers for the Parish Plan Steering Group. 
ii. Cllr Roe reported that the neighbourhood watch sign in Crown Lane was still partly 
obscured by foliage. 

iii. Cllr Lee reported that the parish grit bins had been filled up. 

7. Correspondence and matters to be raised for next agenda 

i. A letter from a parishioner has been received asking if lorries from Robinson’s of Worcester can travel exclusively down Salters Lane on their journey from Besford rather than taking the route down Lodge Hill. The Council acknowledged the problems of large lorries taking narrow local routes but it was observed that the issue was outside the remit of the Parish Council. Cllr Robinson, who was not present at the meeting, had previously said that he would prefer not to get involved in a dialogue about his business interests and that complaints would better be directed at the licensing authority which issues permissions for his company. 
ii. A letter has been received from Stuart Jefferies of the Defford Millennium Green Trust explaining that the number of trustees has now been reduced to two following the resignations of other members. Mr Jefferies asks if either the Parish Council could become a corporate trustee thereby taking over responsibility for the area, or if members of the Council would be prepared to become trustees, so that the organisation can continue to function. The Council agreed that costs for maintaining the area would be obtained and that the issue would be discussed at the next meeting. 
iii. A letter has been received from fundraisers for the new Village Hall asking if the Parish Council would be prepared to get involved in fundraising for equipment for the new hall, such as by holding a coffee morning in conjunction with a Parish Council surgery. Cllr Smith observed that as future users of the new hall, the Parish Council should support efforts to raise funds. It was agreed that a response be sent agreeing to hold a fundraising coffee morning once or twice a year. Cllr Roe requested that it be minuted that she would prefer not to be involved in a coffee morning fundraiser. 
Public Questions

There were none.
8. To confirm date of the next meeting 

The date of the next meeting was confirmed at Tuesday 14th September 2010 at 7.45pm. 

The meeting was closed at 9.10pm.
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