West Malvern Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 

Monday 12th July 2010 in West Malvern Village Hall at 7.30pm.
Present

Cllrs. Mrs JM Roberts (Chairman), Mr M Aldridge, Mrs J Burford, Mrs E Harnden, Mr P Nash, 

Mr W Shearer
In Attendance
District Cllr. Mrs J Kelly, Mr C Rouse (Malvern Hills Conservators), Mr D Sharp (Clerk) and two members of the public.
Before the meeting Sue Edmonds from the WestFest committee briefed councillors on last weekend’s event.  It was estimated that two and a half thousand people attended and the police reported very little trouble.  The weather had been fine and improved parking and traffic management had alleviated some problems.  There were still parking concerns particularly on Old Hollow and this would be discussed at the next committee meeting.
A resident from Old Hollow expressed concern over the recent changes to the play area.  District Cllr. Jennie Kelly was to investigate whether planning permission was required.

85/10 Apologies

To consider acceptance of apologies for absence from Councillors: Cllr. Mrs P Striplin (accepted).
86/10 Declarations of Interest & Changes to be Notified to the Register of Interests

Cllrs. Aldridge and Harnden declared personal interests in agenda item 8 since they were both allotment holders.
87/10 Reports from other representatives.

To receive reports from County and District Councillors and Malvern Hills Conservators: 

District Cllr. Mrs Jenny Kelly informed councillors that the recent music event at the Lamb Inn had complied with the licence requirements.  Concerns had been raised by at least one resident prior to the event but MHDC’s offer to install noise monitoring equipment had been declined. Two complaints had subsequently been received following the weekend.
Mr C Rouse (Malvern Hills Conservators) had no report to make.
88/10 Minutes
To consider for adoption the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting:  The minutes of the meeting held on 14th June were unanimously approved and signed by the Chairman.
89/10 Progress Reports and other matters arising from the minutes

Village Hall: The Clerk reported that he had met with Mr John Griffiths and had agreed the wording of the affirmation; similarly the curtilage boundary had been agreed with the Village Hall Chairman.  Both documents were to be sent to the solicitor acting for the Parish Council for approval.  The Clerk was also to get written confirmation from the Village Hall Committee that they would make a donation to the Parish Council regarding costs. 
Gas Lamps: The Clerk gave details of further meetings he had attended with partners, current every fortnight, the minutes of which would be circulated.  The indications were that it would be cheaper to completely replace the current gas heads rather than renovate them.  Comments from English Heritage had been requested

Councillors Surgery: Cllr. Burford was to attend the next session on 31st July from 10am until noon.
Emergency Planning: Cllr. Nash reported on a Calc meeting where Emergency Planning had been discussed.  It was agreed that he should present a draft plan at the September meeting.
90/10 Highways
To consider a response to the request for information regarding winter services: Cllrs. Harnden and Shearer agreed to survey the current grit bins and to make recommendations.
91/10 Playing Fields
i. Progress reports on new installations: The Clerk reported that all the new equipment had been installed.  Cllr.  Shearer and the Clerk had offered to paint the existing units.
ii. To consider the feasibility of a replacement building on the upper field: It was agreed that Cllrs. Nash and Aldridge make further enquiries and it was hoped that an outline plan and costings would be available for the next meeting.  Grant funding would also be investigated.
iii. To consider quotations for levelling the upper field: this was deferred until a second quotation had been received.
92/10 Allotments & Community Woodland

To consider allowing bees to be kept on allotment plots: Cllr. Aldridge reported that the subject had been discussed at the last allotment association meeting and a decision whether to submit a request to the Parish Council would only be considered following consultation with all plot holders.  In the mean time the National Beekeeping Association had been contacted for advice and it was hoped that one or more plot holders could attend a bee keeping course due to be held in early 2011.
He also confirmed that an inspection had taken place on 24th June which had resulted in three plot holders receiving letters.  Otherwise most were in good condition.
93/10 Planning
The following applications were considered:
	Application No
	From
	Details

	10/00687/OUT
	Mr Ralph Cook

1 Lower Road
	Build 2 flats within one building with garage for 2 cars below and space for 2 motorcycles at side of access (existing access to be kept)

	10/00690/FUL
	St James CofE Primary School

191 West Malvern Road
	New ramp and metal railings


It was agreed to return ‘no comment’ on all these applications.

94/10 Finance
i. To consider payment of invoices presented: The following payments were approved:
	From/Due to
	Date
	Amount
	Details

	JP Moore
	26/06
	£208.00
	Lengthman Fees (June)

	SF Creamer
	30/06
	£32.00
	Bus Shelter Cleaning

	Wicksteed Leisure
	24/06
	£27,301.14
	Playground Equipment

	Aon Insurance Ltd
	24/06
	£125.60
	Insurance for new playground equipment

	Malvern Town Council
	30/06
	£244.75
	Grass Cutting

	HM Revenue & Customs
	-
	£234.80
	PAYE (Apr – Jun)

	DA Sharp
	10/05
	£313.28
	Clerk’s Fees (£391.48 gross SP25)

	
	TOTAL
	£28,459.57
	


After these payments are made bank balances will be as follows:

	Savings Account B/F
	£8,692.98
	
	Community Account B/F
	£28,015.43

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	WCC Lengthman (May)
	£208.00

	
	
	
	July Payments
	(£28,459.57)

	
	
	
	
	

	Savings Account C/F
	£8,692.98
	
	Community Account C/F
	(£236.14)


ii. To agree revised signatories for Parish Council accounts: Those councillors willing to be added to the mandate were to complete the form which was to be circulated.
95/10 Correspondence

To consider the following correspondence previously circulated: 
Circulated 27/06/10

	FROM
	
	SUBJECT

	Aon
	
	Revised Insurance

	Calc
	(i)
	Update

	MHDC
	
	Joint Core Strategy

	WCC
	
	Winter Services

	Community First
	
	Newsline

	Gas Lamps
	
	Misc


(i) Cllr. Nash to complete the children’s questionnaire.
96/10
 Councillors’ items for Report

To report information and raise items for future consideration:  Cllr. Striplin was to attend St. James Primary School prize giving on 23rd July and to present the Parish Council award. 
97/10 Next Meeting
The date of the next Parish Council Meeting was confirmed as Monday 13th September 2010 at 7.30pm. 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.00 pm.
