PEOPLETON PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk Lisa Cope, Email: peopletonpc@gmail.com Tel: 07773793185

Address: Walcote, Top Street, Charlton WR10 3LE

PEOPLETON PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 11th January 2023 at 7.30pm in Peopleton Village Hall

1. Co-option: All Cllrs agreed to co-opt two new councillors to the Parish Council: Mr David Harbon and Mr Grant MacCalman, Cllr Mason nominated both individuals and this was seconded by Cllr Wall. The Clerk welcomed them both and sent the declaration of office forms and declaration of interests forms to register.
2. Members and Officers present: Cllrs Mason (Chair), Phillips, Bailey, Wall, Darby, Baxter, District and County Cllr Robinson. Six members of the public attended.

3. Apologies: Cllr Whittingham sent her apologies
4. Declarations of Interest: None

5. Minutes: The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 9th November 2022 were approved as true and correct, as proposed by Cllr Phillips and seconded by Cllr Wall.

6. County & District Councillors report:  

As this is my first report to you in 2023, I would like to start by wishing you all a very Happy New Year

Latest New data released to Wychavon shows that our Covid numbers have stayed the same at 40. Data from the last six weeks show that Worcestershire had 14 deaths related to Covid 19.However nationally cases of Flu and Covid 19 are still a concern. Vulnerable people are being encouraged to stay safe by wearing masks in public places. Herefordshire & Worcestershire NHS Trust are urging people to have their flu and Covid 19 boosters after an increase in hospitalisations. A “worrying “number of children and adults have been admitted to hospital with serious respiratory infections across this winter period.

A reminder to share with residents from County is that the deadline for applications to Primary, First, Infant, Junior and Middle schools for September 2023 close on 15th January. Failure to do this could mean that they may not receive an offer for one of their preferred schools. 

To apply online visit https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/schooladmissions
January is the month when Council tax bills and precepts are discussed by parishes, towns and Wychavon District. Last week County Council’s cabinet met to discuss its draft budget for £400m. A rise has been proposed from April of 4.94% this would add £70 to a band D property for the WCC share but still has to be considered by all Councillors on the 16th February.
Evesham VeloPark now open to the public
We're incredibly excited to announce that Evesham's new world-class Velo Park is now open to the public.
The £2 million cycling hub officially opened at the end of October but has only been available for club bookings while systems and software were tested.
Anyone can book online to use the park, including: 1km closed road circuit, a pump track with a unique mogul area, a learn-to-ride area with street markings to build confidence on using real roads.
Hourly slots cost between £4.50 for juniors and over 65s and £5.50 for adults. The learn-to-ride track is free when not being used for lessons. The park can also be hired by clubs and for private events. 
Evesham United Football Club manage the facilities and money made from the hire of the park will pay for its maintenance and upkeep.
To book: https://bit.ly/3hqznWZ
Read the full story here: https://bit.ly/3j3xm3b
Watch the video on YouTube: https://bit.ly/3FZnWir
7. Planning: There were no new planning applications to consider
8. Progress reports: 
a) Chairman’s- TM

Cllr Mason confirmed that a meeting via zoom had now been confirmed with the environment agency to discuss flood alleviation.
The funds raised via crowdfunding for the community bus services had now all be spent, however Worcestershire County Council were continuing to fund the services in the short term.

b) Village Trust- LB

Cllr Bailey informed that bookings were good at the hall and had increased by 14% on last year. The Scouts were now back meeting at the hall and a soup evening had been successful with villagers, there is also a pig racing event planned for 31st March 2023.

The Village Trust are looking to enhance the entrance hall and the floor had been re-varnished throughout.

c) Village shop-TM
    Cllr Mason passed the sad news that Phil Smith had passed away, a much-appreciated volunteer at the shop.
    Christmas trading had proved quieter this year, even with turkeys in stock.

    New accountants had been appointed going forward.

d) PACT
It was noted that two children’s quad bikes had been stolen from Norchard Lane on December 20th.

Cllr Mason asked the clerk to check if the Police will be attending the village coffee mornings ongoing.
e) Lengthsman- Nothing to report

f) Rights of Way- Cllr Bailey informed that the tread boards were being checked on the bridge over the Mill.

g) Flooding- DW
Cllr Wall reminded all landowners with the heavy rainfall it is important to keep ditches clear in the village to prevent flooding.

9. Finance
a) Update on the budget/ Bank balance as of 4th January 2023 

Treasurers Account        £8,021.94
Business Instant Account  £11,620.01
b) The following payments were approved for the Clerk to pay-

	Lengthsman October
	£104.00- Paid 07/12/22

	Worcester Wheels Nov
	£82.50

	Clerk’s salary
	£621.92

	Clerk’s expenses
	       £45.95

	Lengthsman November
	£136.50

	Pershore Volunteer centre Nov
	£240.00

	Pershore Volunteer centre Dec
	£240.00


c) 2023/24 budget
All Cllrs were presented with some draft budget options from the Clerk before the meeting- it was then proposed by Cllr Mason to remove any reserves budget which would then only result in an increase of 1.5% compared to last years budget. This was seconded by Cllr Wall and all councillors, the budget was therefore set at £9,170 for 2023/24
10. Crime update

Already covered in item 7(d) it was also noted by Cllr Harbon that two individuals on quad bikes have been riding around the village causing anti-social behaviour.
11. Enforcement
Correspondence has been received from enforcement at Wychavon that a Planning Contravention Notice (PCN) has been served at Stone Arrow Farm for unauthorised building materials stored on the land- awaiting update on this.
12. Smartwater
Representatives from the Police attended before the opening of the meeting to run through the Smartwater initiative and how it works- with a cost of £8.90+vat per household and a minimum order of 80% of Parish households. There is then a requirement for 70% of these to register the kits in order for the village to receive Smartwater signage which in itself is a big deterrent for crime. Research from Warwick University suggests implementing Smartwater results in a 30% reduction of burglaries.

Cllr Mason suggested that the Parish Lands could fund/ part fund the initiative if the village wanted to use Smartwater however others agreed but thought its essential the kits are used and registered.

It was agreed to gauge interest on the initiative through a leaflet drop or village meeting first.
13. Correspondence for Information
The Clerk shared correspondence from Stone Arrow Farm and the environment agency.
14. Future agenda items and reports: 
Cllr Phillips suggested the Kings coronation be placed on the March agenda

Clerk to check May meeting dates regarding the elections.

Cllr Bailey had been approached regarding the unsightly signs coming into the village and whether there is anything more can be done- Clerk to ask Wychavon.

Cllr Bailey shared that the evergreen oak trees had now been planted and Limebridge would be sending through a new quote for the mowing.
15. Date of next meeting: To confirm the date of the next meeting as Wednesday 15th March 2023 at 7:30pm

Signed ………………………………               Dated…………………………………..

Future meetings

March                15/03/23

May                  10/05/23

July                  12/07/23

September           20/09/23

November            08/11/23

AIDE MEMOIR

One parishioner raised their concerns with Green Lane being churned up again by 4x4 vehicles and asked if a gate could be installed with a combination lock for farmers access. It was relayed how the Parish Council has repeatedly requested a closure of Green Lane in winter months but as it is a right of way it is not possible. Clerk to email highways regarding a temporary closure.
Another parishioner asked about the meeting with environment agency and Wychavon to discuss possible future flooding as two known parishioners are now receiving much higher home insurance quotes due to flood risk. Cllr Mason said that this would be raised at the meeting as the data that they are using is possibly old as the risk is much lower due to the flood alleviation scheme that is now in place in one end of the village.
Public Question Time


The time allocated is at the discretion of the council/chairman. Residents are invited to give their views and question the parish council on issues on this agenda or raise issues for future consideration at the discretion of the chairman. Members of the public may not take part in the parish council meeting itself. This period is not part of the formal meeting; brief notes will be appended to the minutes as an aide memoire.
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