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MINUTES of Offenham Parish Council meeting 
held at Offenham Village Hall on Monday 6th February 2023 
Parish Councillors:


Ian Graham, Chairman

As per attendance register:   

Kathleen Henderson
Sheila Briers
James Moclair







Marcus Taylor

Mark Allard
Marc Farmer

In attendance:



Diane Cox (Clerk)

22/204
Apologies 

Cllrs Ward, Evans & District Councillor, Aaron Powell
22/205
To receive Declarations of Interest updates to Members’ Register 

None
22/206
Open Forum 


Appended to the minutes 
22/207
Meeting re-opened and the minutes of the previous meeting were considered.


The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 9th January 2023 were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
22/208 To be advised of any urgent matters not herewith included (at the Chairman’s discretion)
· To consider action required regarding the village clock.  


The clock requires extensive refurbishment and we have now received the quotation from Timsbury 
Clocks who have looked after the clock for the past few years.  This item will be on the agenda for the 
meeting in March.

22/209  To receive Clerk’s report and progress updates on current issues
FIXED Term Deposit

· The Bank of Scotland has been contacted as no confirmation of the deposit has been received and no entry on the recent bank statement seen.  They advise that due to demand they have a 5 week backlog of work.  The deposit will be backdated to that of the application date and will be confirmed by email estimated to be within 2 weeks.

Street light replacement programme

· All street lights have now been upgraded to LED with the exception of the one in Norval Crescent which requires more extensive work. E-on have confirmed that they now have the materials and work will commence this week.

Clock

· Cllr Taylor has tried to make contact with Timsbury Clocks without success.  The clerk has left a telephone message and followed up with an email requesting feedback.

National Grid

· Mike Thomas from Birch Utility Services who undertake work on behalf of the National Grid has been in contact to report that the holly tree to the rear of the children’s play area is in need of cutting back.  They have done this work in the past but need to advise the PC that they would like to proceed.  The clerk has given permission to trim the tree and this will take place at the same time as other pruning on adjoining land.

Wychavon DC – Design Code Consultation

· The date for receiving responses to the consultation has been extended to 31st March 2023.
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MUGA 
· Kompan has had an increase in costs so will be producing a new quotation.  With current figures received the cost comes in at almost £102K with specific s106 allocated money being £82.5K.
22/210
To receive correspondence (circulated prior to and during meeting).

Circulated by email prior to this meeting.
22/211
To consider the purchase of additional dog waste bins or general waste bin.

WDC have failed to supply a quotation as requested so this item will be deferred to the next meeting. 
22/212
To consider the replacement of bollards to the village hall car park.

A costing of £435 +vat has been received form Maurice Parkinson to replace the missing bollards in the village hall car park.  It was suggested that this item be deferred.

22/213
To consider changing energy supplier and authorise the clerk to act on information received.

The clerk advised that she needs to be authorised by the PC to obtain new tariff prices from Clear Utilities who are answerable to CALC for providing competitive prices to Worcestershire parishes.  The new tariff from the current energy provider, N Power was considered to be expensive due to the excessive daily standing charge so a cheaper alternative is being sought.  All councillors present agreed that the clerk should act on behalf of the PC.  Proposed JM Seconded SB.
22/214 To consider updates regarding the Community Speedwatch scheme. 

Cllr Henderson advised that she had received no response to her email from PC Beards.  The clerk advised that she had emailed Cllr Adams as he had suggested the scheme to Offenham PC but has also received no response.
22/215
To consider inclusions for monthly Parish Magazine.

Jill Moran had advised that she was stepping down as editor for the magazine but stated that a new editor had already been recruited.  Unfortunately no details have yet been received as to where a report should be sent.

Cllr Moclair praised Jill for her services and requested that a message of thanks should be issued on behalf of the PC.  

22/216
Member & committee reports:
  
Report from Footpath Warden – The clerk contacted the Footpath Warden regarding a planning application where a PROW ran through the site.  Roy Betts confirmed that he had advised Fiona Argyle at WCC.

Report updates on Rural Communities –  The Thursday morning breakfast club was seeing an increase in numbers socialising and enjoying breakfast in the village hall.

VHC -  Cllr Moclair reported that rendering work was now complete although the outside lights had not yet been reconnected.  The safety mesh had not yet been fully installed, they were still waiting for the company undertaking the work to complete the job.  The King’s Coronation celebrations would be discussed at the VH meeting next week.  Something similar to the Jubilee celebration was envisaged and the date was yet to be decided. 

Disaster Emergency Plan (only if updates have taken place) – None
22/217
To receive financial update and approve bills for payment etc
At bank: 

Current account 0649818
£23164.91

as at  20.1.2023

Deposit account 7277881
£53736.86

as at  20.1.2023
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Bills for payment:

	V no
	Chq no
	Payee & reason for payment
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	108
	001960
	Wychavon District Council
	167.24
	33.45
	200.69

	109
	001961
	N Power Commercial Gas
	129.48
	6.47
	135.95

	110
	001962
	Offenham Village Hall
	30.00
	
	30.00

	111
	001963
	Diane Cox – Admin
	46.44
	
	703.20

	112
	
	
- Mileage

	28.80
	
	

	112
	
	
- Salary 
	627.96
	
	

	
	
	Total
	1029.92
	39.92
	1069.84


22/218
To approve the quarterly accounts and budget review

The clerk had emailed accounts and quarterly budget update prior to this meeting.  Councillors confirmed 
acceptance.  Proposed JM Seconded SB.

22/219
To receive report from Cllr Ward on quarterly inspection of accounts  


Cllr Ward has undertaken the quarterly check of the accounts and found them to be in order.  A confirmation 
email was sent to the Chairman prior to this meeting.
22/220 To be advised of planning matters including: 

Applications:  


W/23/00059/PIP – Sparrows Cottage, Laurels Road, Offenham


Permission in Principle for proposed construction of 3 self build dwellings and associated works.


OPC comment: 

Offenham Parish Council objects to this application for the following reasons:

· Outside the development boundary

· Public Right of Way which is currently blocked runs through the site

· Overdevelopment of the site

· The timescale for the proposed “self build” would be disruptive to neighbouring properties

· Narrow access lane not suited to increase in traffic.

· An application for 4 bungalows was refused in 2014 some of the reasons for refusal still apply.

Decisions:

W/22/01680/FUL  Newtown Nurseries, Three Cocks Lane, Offenham


Full application for the demolition and redevelopment of a Class Q consented building and its replacement with two new dwellings at Newtown Nurseries, Offenham. – Refused


W/22/02392/FUL  Land at  (OS 0656 4608) Merry Lane, Offenham


Use of shepherds hut as short term holiday let in conjunction with exercising dog walking business. – Refused


W/22/02644/FUL  - Land ay  (OS  0635 4604) Evesham Road, Offenham


Erection of agricultural building and hardstanding. – Approved


W/22/02574/PIP  14 Newtown, Offenham


Permission in principle for 2 dwellings – Approved

22/221
To advise items for the next meeting.

· To consider the purchase of commemorative gifts for school children

· To consider the cost of refurbishment of the village clock

· To consider actions required for the proposed poster competition for the prevention of dog waste.
22/222
To consider date and time for next meeting - Parish council meeting at 7.30 on Monday 6th March 2023.

Meeting closed at 9.25pm.
Signed ………………………………………………………………….     

Date………………..…..


Chairman, Offenham Parish Council

Open Forum
No members of the public present.
District Councillors report received and appended to the minutes.
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