42.

MINUTES of Offenham Parish Council meeting 
held at Offenham Village Hall on Monday 6th March 2023 
Parish Councillors:


Richard Evans, Chairman

As per attendance register:   

Kathleen Henderson
Sheila Briers
Marcus Taylor










Mark Allard
Marc Farmer


In attendance:



Diane Cox (Clerk)

22/223
Apologies 

Cllrs Ward, Moclair, Graham & County Councillor, Alastair Adams

22/224
To receive Declarations of Interest updates to Members’ Register 

None

22/225
Open Forum 


Appended to the minutes 

22/226
Meeting re-opened and the minutes of the previous meeting were considered.


The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 6th February 2023 were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

22/227 To be advised of any urgent matters not herewith included (at the Chairman’s discretion)

None

22/228  To receive Clerk’s report and progress updates on current issues

Section 137 limit for 2023/24

· CALC has confirmed the increase for the next financial year is £9.93.  Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 enables local councils to spend a limited amount of money for purposes for which they have no other specific statutory expenditure.

Elections 

· From the 4th May 2023, voters in England will need to show a photo ID to vote at a polling station in some elections.
WCC Highways road closure

· U45206 Laurels Road and U45204 Main Street, Offenham for carriageway patching.  Commencing 6th March for anticipated duration of 12 days.
Parish Magazine

· The new editor of the magazine is Phil Williams.  Email contact:  pwoffenham@gmail.com
Tree Planting

· Mr Keitley has kindly donated a tree to the village and has planted it with the assistance of Cllr Henderson in St Milburgh Close.  Cllr Henderson sought authorisation from Rooftop Housing before the tree was planted.
Elections - May 4th
· Nomination papers for prospective councillors need to hand into the Civic Centre in Pershore before 4pm on the 4th April.  Forms can not be posted.

National Grid

· A new unmetered supply certificate has been requested from the National Grid now that all street lights have LED lamps.  This has resulted in a recalculation of energy usage and a £418.92 refund will be received shortly.
43.
Litter

· A concern was raised about the amount of litter scattered along the verges from the junction of Three Cocks Lane to Anchor Bank.  This was reported to the County Councillor who has arranged for a roadside litter collection.
MUGA

· Kompan have increased the cost of supply and fit of a MUGA to the specifications previously submitted.  This cost is now £74743. plus vat
RoSPA Safety Inspection

· Confirmation has been received that the safety inspection of the play area and recreation ground will take place in March to take advantage of the discounted price..

Play area surface repairs

· Maurice Parkinson will be undertaking the repairs shortly now that instructions have been received from Wicksteed.

Lloyds Bank mandate

· Lloyds Bank has posted out the wrong new signature mandate, a replacement has been ordered
22/229
To receive correspondence (circulated prior to and during meeting).

Circulated by email prior to this meeting.

22/230
To consider the purchase of additional dog waste bins or general waste bin.

It was agreed to purchase one post mounted litter bin to be situated on the corner on Merry Lane/Station Road at a cost of £381.47 + vat.  Proposed SB, Seconded KH.

22/231
To consider actions required for the Annual Parish Meeting to be held at 7pm, prior to the commencement of the ordinary meeting on April 3rd.

The clerk raised that the Chairman, Cllrs Evans will not be present at the Annual Parish meeting.  As both Cllrs Graham and Moclair were absent from tonight’s meeting, Cllr Evans called upon Cllr Farmer to Chair the meeting in April.  Cllr Evans will provide an Annual Chairman’s report to be read out at the meeting. The clerk will provide details of donations and updates.
22/232
To consider the replacement of bollards to the village hall car park.


The Chairman advised that the bollards are not the responsibility of the PC and the PC must be careful with expenditure having not increased the precept again this year.

22/233
To consider action required regarding the village clock.


Various discussions took place, it was decided that the option to restore the dial and hands with a double layer of gold would mean that this type of renovation would not need to take place again for many years.  The cost of repair to the motion work is quoted as £550 and the restoration work for a double layer of gold is £2300.  All agreed that this was the preferred choice.  Proposed RE Seconded KH.  In addition to this, scaffolding would be required, the estimated cost was in the region of £1k however Cllr Taylor would contact the company currently working at the church and contact the clerk with the prices.

22/234
To consider action required for the dog waste poster competition.

Cllr Farmer advised that he had been in contact with the school and plans were underway to split the competition between each year group creating 6 winners who would win a larger Easter egg, the remaining children would receive a token egg for taking part.  Cllr Farmer would confirm the time scale to the clerk later.  Cllr Moclair would be joining Cllr Farmer in the judging and presentation of prizes.

22/235
To consider purchase of commemorative items for children at Offenham First School.

The clerk advised that she had sourced mugs form a company in Worcester, there were 3 options but only one which was dishwasher proof at a cost of £4.25.  They were of the approved design and could have presentation details printed on the reverse of the mug.  As there are 115 children in school the cost would be £488.75 plus £17.50 postage.  It was agreed to proceed with this order.  Proposed SB, Seconded MF.

44.

22/236 To consider updates regarding the Community Speedwatch scheme. 

Following on from receiving no response to emails from PC Beards, the clerk contacted PCSO Sansom, he responded, stating that he had already sent the analysis to the Safer Roads Partnership and was surprised that no response from them was forthcoming. He would contact them again.  He also added that PC Beards was currently off work.

22/237
To consider inclusions for monthly Parish Magazine.
· Election date and reminder that photo ID would be required.

· Councillor nomination forms need to be handed into WDC by 4pm on the 4th April.

22/238
Member & committee reports:

  
Report from Footpath Warden –None


Report updates on Rural Communities –  Continued success of the Thursday morning breakfast club, particular thanks to Sheila Briers and Kathleen Henderson for the refreshments.


VHC -  Cllr Briers and Cllr Henderson advised that the Coronation celebrations were to take place on Monday 8th May and would be similar in nature to the Jubilee celebrations. The garden was being replanted and the flagpole would again be in place.  The terrace safety mesh infill was now complete.


Disaster Emergency Plan (only if updates have taken place) – None

22/239
To receive financial update and approve bills for payment etc
At bank: 

Current account 0649818
£24835.77

as at  20.2.2023

Deposit account 7277881
£53764.24

as at  20.2.2023

Bills for payment:

	V no
	Chq no
	Payee & reason for payment
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	113
	001964
	N Power Commercial Gas
	42.76
	2.14
	44.90

	114
	001965
	Mrs L Hope
	276.95
	
	276.95

	115
	001966
	HMRC
	374.40
	
	374.40

	116
	001967
	Offenham Village Hall
	30.00
	
	30.00

	117
	001968
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	268.00
	53.60
	321.60

	118
	001969
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	360.00
	72.00
	432.00

	119
	001970
	Diane Cox – Admin
	47.99
	
	697.55

	120
	
	
- Mileage

	21.60
	
	

	120
	
	
- Salary 
	627.96
	
	

	
	
	SubTotal
	2049.66
	127.74
	2177.40

	121
	001971
	E-on Energy Solutions Ltd
	3299.00
	659.80
	3958.80

	
	
	Total
	5348.66
	787.54
	6136.20


22/240 To be advised of planning matters including: 

Applications:  


W/23/00299/HP  The Hawthorns, Main Street, Offenham


Demolish conservatory and erect single storey rear extension.

OPC comment -  No objection

Decisions:


W/22/02271/HP  21 St Milburgh Close, Offenham WR11 8RJ


Single storey wrap around rear and side extension including garage conversion. - Approved


W/22/02500/HP -  The Pound House, Main Street, Offenham WR11 8QD


Add a second storey over existing single storey side extension. – Approved

45.

22/241
To advise items for the next meeting.

· To consider future hedge planting and reinstatement.
22/242
To consider date and time for next meeting - Annual Parish meeting at 7pm followed by the Parish Council meeting at 7.30 on Monday 3rd April 2023.


Meeting closed at 9.20pm.
Signed ………………………………………………………………….     

Date………………..…..


Chairman, Offenham Parish Council

Open Forum

To receive the report form the District Councillor, Aaron Powell
· WDC will not be increasing the council tax figure however other agencies would be – Police, Fire Auth and County Council
· £1m is being set aside for CIL funding.
· No feedback on planning application in Three Cocks Lane
· Enforcement was involved with a site on Evesham Road
· The site in Laurels Avenue is not scheduled to be delivered until 2024
· Energy help for those in park homes etc is available.
· Requirement for photo ID for voting in the forthcoming Elections.
Concerns were raised about the disappearance of hedgerows in the village, it was suggested that a reinstatement and replacement programme should be considered.
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