
LEIGH AND BRANSFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Leigh and Bransford Parish Council held at Leigh and Bransford Memorial Hall at 7.30pm on Tuesday 27th July 2010. 

Present:           
Mr J Sharp (chairman)


Mr M Gloster






Mr R Husband



Mr G Jones


Mr S Seymour



Mr L Williamson


Mr B Porter



Mr P Miller



Mr B Tasker



Mr P Hawkins


District Councillors Mr A Warburton & Mr D Hughes – part meeting
Mr Simon Jones & Mr Paul Clements – MHDC Planning enforcement officers – part meeting

Mr Terry Edden – Parish Paths Warden



6 members of the public

1.    WELCOME AND APOLOGIES
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. Apologies were received from Mr J Burton.
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND CHANGES TO THE REGISTER OF INTERESTS
There were none. 

3. TO RECEIVE THE REPORT OF THE LOCAL POLICING OFFICER
The PC was not present and there was no report.. 

The meeting was closed at this point to allow members of the public present to speak.
The Chairman thanked the resident and the meeting was re-opened.

4.
TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 25th MAY 2010 
Having previously been circulated, the minutes were confirmed and signed by the Chairman. 

5.
TO RECEIVE THE REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER BODIES
a) Worcestershire County Council
b) Malvern Hills District Council.
6.
 TO RECEIVE UPDATES ON MATTERS ARISING IN PREVIOUS MINUTES
a)  Play area – Leigh Sinton
b) Donation to Memorial Hall

c) Highways Matters


1) Missing road sign – Bransford roundabout 



2) Condition of road surfaces & verges - Leigh


3) Stocks Lane – bright light distracting drivers


4) Ditch clearance by landowners 


5) Condition of road surface & pavement – Hop Pole Green


6) Overgrown Vegetation – Bank House roundabout
d)

  7.

TO SET THE CLERK’S REMUNERATION FOR 2010/11 AND TO CONSIDER ADOPTING THE CALC STANDARD CONTRACT OF EMPLOYMENT


It was agreed that the clerk should go up one increment, from scp 21 to scp 22 as of 1st April 2010 (currently £19,621 pro rata) and that the standard mileage rate agreed by NALC should be paid for business mileage. Mr Sharp agreed to look at the NALC standard contract of employment and report back to the next meeting.
  8.

TO DISCUSS THE PROLIFERATION OF ADVERTISING SIGNS AND BANNERS IN THE PARISH


The question of whether there is a definitive rule as to what is allowed was discussed and it was noted that a major part of the problem was that signs were not being removed following events. Mr Gloster agreed to contact MHDC for guidance on the matter.
  9.

TO CONSIDER APPLICATIONS FOR DISCRETIONARY RURAL RATE RELIEF FROM BRANSFORD SERVICE STATION AND THE POST OFFICE, LEIGH SINTON


The Post Office, Leigh Sinton. A contribution of £54.29 was requested. The application having been discussed Mr Sharp proposed, Mr Jones seconded and all agreed that the contribution be paid.



Bransford Service Station, Bransford.
A contribution of £129.38 was requested. The application was discussed and it was noted that during the severe winter weather when local people had needed the services of the business it had been closed for several weeks and also closes for much of the weekend. On the basis that the parish council needed to ensure value for money for the council tax payers of the parish, Mr Williamson proposed therefore that whilst the business is of benefit to the local community it would not be reasonable to pay the contribution of £129.38 to grant the relief. Mr Jones seconded the proposal and it was carried six votes for and none against with three abstentions.
  10.

TO RECEIVE THE ROSPA PLAY AREA SAFETY REPORT FOR BRANSFORD PLAY AREA


It was noted that there were no items that required urgent attention and the report was passed on to Mr Porter to organise any necessary maintenance work.
  11.
FINANCE

a)
Accounts paid and received

Accounts paid and received are shown in appendix 1.


b)
Accounts passed for payment

Accounts passed are shown in appendix 1.
         12.
TO RECEIVE THE REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND WORKING GROUPS        

   a)  Planning Committee



All planning matters were covered in the earlier planning meeting.

b)  Affordable Housing Group

A parish walkabout had taken place with the rural housing enabler and a planning officer during which sites around the parish that had been put forward by landowners as possible sites for development were looked at. These sites were the ones identified in the recently published South Worcestershire Joint Site Allocations & Policies Development Plan document for South Worcestershire villages. An initial draft report had been received from the rural housing enabler and it was agreed that this should be circulated for discussion at the next parish council meeting.
c)  Footpath Working Group

The role of parish paths warden had been taken over by Mr T Eddon. Mr Seymour had agreed to liaise with the group on behalf of the parish council.

d) Memorial Hall report

Mr Burton circulated a set of Memorial Hall accounts produced by the new booking clerk. It was noted that the clerk was invoicing regular users on a monthly basis and charging one off users in advance. Over £900 in old debt had already been recovered with around £400 still to come. The parish council had received invoices totalling £398.75 for hall hire dating back to 2007.
The parish council discussed the question of whether to release the £500 donation previously agreed and held back pending the hall finances being put in order. It was agreed that the back fees be paid immediately and a decision on the donation be deferred until the next meeting pending further positive feedback on progress from Mr Burton. 

e) Community Resilience Working Group.

Mr Sharp reported that he was working on the community resilience plan.
f) Leigh & Bransford Charities Committee
Mr Sharp and Mr Jones had attended a meeting of the committee. It was noted that £2050 had been distributed at Christmas in small donations and there was discussion of how the charity should develop and how those in need of donations should be identified.

13.

TO RECEIVE COUNCILLORS REPORTS, QUESTIONS AND ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDA



Mr Gloster and Mr Williamson had attended a meeting with officers from planning, highways and Persimmon to discuss a way forward for the planned improvements to the junction of B4503 and A4103 in Leigh Sinton. It was noted that a plan needed to be in place before outline planning permission expired in September and that the roundabout originally proposed had been ruled out due to lack of space and traffic lights suggested instead.


There was discussion as to whether a decision should be taken before the development was completed using highways projected levels of traffic or if it would be better to wait until after completion so that plans could be based upon actual need.


It was noted that a survey had been carried out at the primary school suggesting that if a safe crossing was introduced more people would walk to school rather than drive, thereby reducing the traffic congestion levels around the school.



The meeting was temporarily suspended to allow Mr Beard, a parishioner, to speak. He suggested that it might be possible to link the proposed plans at the school to the alterations to the roundabout and thereby offer a better solution for all parties. Mr Sharp thanked Mr Beard for this suggestion and asked the clerk to contact Brian Sharp in the highways department to ask for informal discussions as to how this may be progressed.



The matter of responsibility for the Bank House roundabout was discussed as the area was becoming very overgrown again. The clerk was requested to write to Mr Tooby and The Bank House to request that action be taken.
14.

TO CONFIRM THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING


The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Tuesday 27th July, 7.30pm at the 
Memorial Hall. 







Signed

...........................................








Dated

...........................................

250

