
 LEIGH & BRANSFORD PARISH COUNCIL

PLANNING COMMITTEE MINUTES

Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 15th June 2010 at Leigh & Bransford Memorial Hall
Present:      Les Williamson (Chair), Bruce Tasker, Paul Miller, John Sharp, Roger Husband, Stephen Seymour

Approximately 16 members of the public

1.  
Apologies.  Peter Hawkins, Graham Jones, Martin Gloster, Julian Burton




 












2.
Approval of minutes of meeting held on 25th May

The minutes were approved and signed.


3.
Matters arising.





There were none

4.
Register of interests.




There were none



5.
Special items.






Letter received re Planning Breach, Springbrook, Springbrook Farm, Interfields, Leigh Sinton.
The meeting was closed to allow members of the public to speak.

Mr Kelsall drew attention to a letter he had written to Mr D Rudge, MHDC Development Control Manager, regarding the lack of enforcement action against the Les Minton Fencing business operating without planning permission on Springbrook Farm. He referred to a letter he had previously received from the Chief Executive of MHDC assuring him that the owners had been given until the end of April to either submit a retrospective planning application or cease trading on the site. Since this deadline had now passed, Mr Kelsall requested that the parish council support the action of the local residents against the planning breach and be more vocal in defending the DS17 strategic gap between Leigh Sinton and Malvern Link.

The meeting was reconvened.
The matter was discussed and it was agreed that the parish council should now take a stronger line in supporting this action. It was proposed by Mr Sharp that the Parish Council write to Mr Rudge requesting that the promised enforcement action now be taken against Les Minton Fencing, with a copy to the Chief Executive. It was also proposed that Mr Rudge be invited to the next Parish Council meeting to explain why no action had yet been taken.
Both proposals were seconded by Mr Miller and agreed by all.
6.
Applications discussed:   

The Chairman summarised the background to planning application 09/01534/FUL for the benefit of the meeting, noting that planning permission for a roundabout had been approved at the same time as the housing development on North site but that the County Council had subsequently decided there was insufficient space for it.

The meeting was then closed to allow members of the public to speak.

The matter was debated. The view was expressed that a roundabout would assist in controlling the speed of traffic through the village and that the junction would comply with the spatial requirements for a mini-roundabout, a similar junction in Holt Heath being cited as a good example of where such a roundabout works well. It was also suggested that the scheme be linked to a proposed development at the primary school, which would further assist traffic flow in the location. Traffic lights were generally viewed as impractical as timings would need to change several times over the course of the day and recent temporary traffic lights nearby had caused problems. 
The meeting was re-opened.

The Chairman noted that the application under consideration was simply to extend the date for improvements to the junction to be completed and that this was perhaps a good idea as it would allow time to consult with the villagers before a new application is submitted. It was proposed that the parish council response  to the application for extension be ‘no objection’, that an open meeting with all interested parties be requested so that the villagers could express their views and that a decision be delayed until the full impact of the North site development is known.

	 L & B Ref No.


	MHDC 

Ref No.
	Proposal Details 
	Location
	PC Response 
	Summary of reasoning

	L&B 442
	09/01534/FUL
	Variation of condition 16 of outline permission 04/00182/OUT to allow junction improvements to be completed by 1st March 2012.
	Junction of B4503 Malvern to Leigh Sinton Road and A4103 Hereford to Worcester Road and Leigh Sinton, Malvern
	No objection
	No objection on the basis that the extra time will allow full consultation with local residents.
The parish council would request that an open meeting of all interested parties be held and a decision delayed pending more information on the full impact of the north site development.


7.
Additional item:

Letter from Coles Green residents re Coles Green Treatment Works Construction

The chairman had received a letter from residents of Coles Green detailing a number of breaches to the planning permission granted for the sewage treatment works development. (09/000035/CM)
The meeting was closed to allow representatives of Coles Green/Sandlin to speak.
On behalf of the residents Mr Blackwell outlined the areas of concern, as detailed in his letter to Mr Bishop, WCC Development Control Manager:
· Failure to erect protective fencing around root protection areas prior to commencing excavation.

· Site entrance approximately 3 metres closer to Vine Cottage than detailed on plan.
· Hedgerows removed in May as opposed to autumn/winter to avoid nest disturbance as per plans.

· Removal of more hedgerow than agreed, the additional removal destroying 3 nesting sites.

· No field side protection fence, hence hedgerow unprotected. Heavy equipment and diesel stored in this area.

· Natural turf removed should have been prospered stored and replaced but has been dumped with other debris.

· The planning statement had said there would be 6 – 8 lorries per day arriving at the site but it has been on average 14.

· At the entrance to the site grass verge has been replaced with hard-standing hence more hedgerow is dying.

In addition an unauthorised metal access roadway has been constructed off the highway in Sandlin. This has in turn resulted in the highway being widened and further verge and hedgerow destruction.   
Meeting reconvened
It was noted that the owner of the land in Sandlin had agreed to the temporary use of their land for the additional access area but the point was reiterated that this could not be done without obtaining planning permission. It was agreed that the site should be inspected as soon as possible and that the parish council write to MHDC and WCC Development Control Managers requesting that the matter be looked into as a matter of urgency. It was further agreed that a letter should be sent to Severn Trent to ensure their contractors comply with the planning regulations.
8.
Planning decisions from MHDC/WCC

Appeal Ref APP/J1860/A/10/2121163
Brockamin Pools


permission granted






Siting of 3 holiday lodges &







Pitches for 3 touring caravans

10/00568/CCO re 09/01266/FUL

Brook Hotels


Approval of details submitted 








To comply with conditions  

9.
A.O.B


Election of vice chairman – planning committee

Mr Williamson proposed Mr Miller, Mr Tasker seconded and all agreed Mr Miller be appointed vice-chair.

Mr Sharp noted that Mr Roberts of Leigh would be presenting a restored wheel to the parish in The Tithe Barn, Leigh on Thursday 17th at 1pm and requested that councillors attended if possible.

Mr Miller emphasised the need for a strong line to be taken regarding the planning breach at Coles Green. Mr Williamson, Mr Husband and Mr Seymour agreed to visit the site immediately after the meeting.

 10.
Date of next meeting.




As required. 


The meeting was closed at 8.40pm.

Signed
   ..................................................


Date
.............................
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