LEIGH AND BRANSFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Leigh and Bransford Parish Council held at Leigh and Bransford Memorial Hall at 7.30pm on Tuesday 28th September 2010. 

Present:           
Mr J Sharp (chairman)


Mr M Gloster






Mr R Husband



Mr G Jones




Mr L Williamson


Mr P Miller


Mr B Tasker



Mr J Burton


County Cllr C Smith (part meeting)



Approximately 60 members of the public


1.    WELCOME AND APOLOGIES
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. Apologies were received from Mr S Seymour, Mr B Porter, Mr P Hawkins, Mr A Warburton, Mr D Hughes and PC Ransome-Williams.
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND CHANGES TO THE REGISTER OF INTERESTS
a) Mr Williamson declared an interest in planning application 10/01087/FUL.
b) There were no changes to the register of interests.
At this point item 6 was heard at the request of Cllr Smith.
 6.
TO RECEIVE THE REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER BODIES
a) Worcestershire County Council
Cllr Smith referred to the BOLD program and the likely consequences in terms of budgetary cuts. He informed the meeting that he had again this year split his members personal allowance between his four parishes to increase their Lengthsman budget for the year and that the sum of £15 million was available across the county for highways improvements

Addressing the large number of residents in attendance, Cllr Smith confirmed that he was in full support of the stand they were taking in objection to planning application 10/01087/FUL and would do all in his power to back them.

The Chair requested an update on the following ongoing highways matters:
Hop Pole Green - Repairs to road/surface & pavement – The matter had been referred to the Highways Liaison Engineer

Dingle Road – Repairs to road surface – These were included in the £15m repair scheme.

The Chairman thanked Cllr Smith who left at this point.

b) Malvern Hills District Council
Both members had tendered their apologies

3. OPEN FORUM
The Chairman outlined the purpose of the open forum, to allow all residents to speak to the parish council on any matter of concern, and confirmed the forum would last for a maximum of 30 minutes. 

The meeting was closed at this point to allow members of the public present to speak.

Andrew Johnson – representing the Leigh Sinton Action committee (LSAC)
Mr Johnson requested that the parish council submit an objection to planning application reference 10/01087/FUL, citing the same reasons as for the previous application for a gypsy caravan site at the location. He also requested that the parish council note in their statement that a large number of residents had attended the meeting to underline the strength of local opposition to the proposed development.
Peter Blackham – re planning application 10/01087
Speaking as a civil engineer, Mr Blackham expressed serious concerns regarding drainage from the site, noting that the soil is clay and therefore impermeable.

He noted that there is no watercourse on the site into which the 7 to 8 cubic metres of effluent estimated to be produced each day can be discharged. He further expressed the view that the treatment plant as detailed in the application will be inadequate to deal with the levels of effluent and is also located too close to a habitable property. No flood risk assessment has been carried out, which is necessary for this scale of development.
David Deeley – Speeding, Suckley Rd
On behalf of the residents, Mr Deeley informed the meeting that the local police, councillors, MP and Chief Constable had all been petitioned regarding the excessive speed of vehicles on Suckley Rd. He requested that the parish council approach the county council requesting a permanent speed camera at the location and that it be properly monitored and enforced.

Traffic – Leigh Sinton
Concerns were raised about the speed of traffic entering the village and the possibility of installing rumble strips to slow the traffic was suggested. 

The problems caused by large vehicles, for example skip lorries, travelling on the narrow Lower Howsell Rd were highlighted. The point was made that gypsy caravans trying to negotiate that road would probably result in gridlock.
The meeting was reconvened.
4.  TO RECEIVE THE REPORT OF THE LOCAL POLICING OFFICER
The PC was not present and there was no report. 

5.
TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS HELD ON 27TH JULY 2010 
Having previously been circulated, the minutes of the last parish council meeting, planning committee meeting and an extraordinary meeting were confirmed and signed by the Chairman. 
7.
TO CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Item 464 was chaired by Mr Sharp since Mr Williamson, the chair of the planning committee, had declared an interest. All remaining planning items were chaired by Mr Williamson.

	L&B

Ref
	MHDC Ref
	Details of Proposal
	Location
	PC Response
	Summary of reasoning

	464
	10/01087/FUL
	Change of use for siting of 10 no. Gypsy caravan pitches, construction of 10 no.

hardstandings, driveways, access and drainage works and erection of 10 no. associated day rooms.
	Land at (OS 7812 5036)

Lower Howsell Rd
Malvern

Worcs
	Objection
	See note a

	465
	10/01043/FUL
	Change of use of Cider Mill from office back into single dwelling to incorporate amendments being made to original approval 06/01278/FUL
	Cider Mill

Brockamin

Leigh, Worcs

WR65LA
	No

objection
	None required

	466
	10/01123/LBC
	Replacement of ventilation cowl to Oast House
	Ashcroft House

Sandlin

Leigh Sinton

WR13 5DN
	No

objection
	See note b

	467
	10/01124/LBC
	Replacement of rotten rafters, decayed wallplate,  purlin and lead valley gutter to outbuilding roof work essential to avoid further damage to structure
	Ashcroft House

As Above
	No objection
	See note b

	468
	10/01129/HOU
	Conversion of outbuildings to form boot room, laundry room and office area.
	Ashcroft House

As Above
	No objection
	See note b

	469
	10/01127/LBC
	Removal of internal wall between two rooms
	Ashcroft House

As Above
	No objection
	See note b

	470
	10/01185/FUL
	Formalisation of existing field entrance and track to agricultural buildings
	Land at (OS 7739 5363), Brockamin Lane

Leigh
	No objection
	See notes c & d 


a) L&B 464 – Mr Sharp circulated comments provided by Mr Williamson, outlining his opinion on the application as a resident, which the members duly read.

Mr Gloster suggested that the parish council submit the comments submitted in response to the last application for the site, together with the points made by the LSAG representative and Mr Blackham regarding drainage and sewage removal. Mr Husband proposed, Mr Jones seconded and all members were in agreement. The chair reiterated the earlier points made regarding the unsuitability of the soakaway drainage system proposed and the problems involved in removing effluent from the site.

The majority of the public present left the meeting following discussion of application 10/01087/FUL.

b) As long as the Conservation Officer approves the alterations.

c) Provided the Public Rights of Way Officer and the Highways Authority have no objections.

d) We recommend that the temporary entrance to the field in question be permanently closed once the new entrance has been completed.

Mr Williamson circulated a summary of planning decisions received from MHDC since the last planning meeting and ran through them briefly for the benefit of the meeting. He noted he had not seen the final parish council decision on planning application 10/01027/HOU, The Grove, which had been considered by email circulation rather than in a planning meeting. The chairman noted that planning procedure would be discussed later in the meeting.

Mr Tasker raised a potential problem at the site of the sewage works in Coles Green where an area of hardstanding specified in the planning permission as temporary looks to have been adopted as permanent by a resident. Mr Williamson noted that if the site is not restored within a reasonable time then it should be referred to the enforcement officer.
8.
 TO RECEIVE UPDATES ON MATTERS ARISING IN PREVIOUS MINUTES

a) 
Play area – Leigh Sinton 

There was no update, Mr Seymour, the PC lead for this item having given apologies. The chairman agreed to call Mr Bill for an update.
b) Donation to Memorial Hall – Deferred to hall report.
c) Highways Matters

1) Missing road sign – Bransford roundabout 

Sign still missing.  Clerk to follow up.
2) Condition of road surfaces & verges – Leigh

No update on this matter as yet.

3) Condition of road surface & pavement – Hop Pole Green

Cllr Smith had raised the matter with the highways department.
4)  Proposed installation of safety camera at Bank House roundabout

There was no update at the present time. The clerk to follow up.
d) Advertising signs and banners – There was no action to be taken at the present time.
e) Rural Rate Relief – Bransford Service Station 
The Chairman had met with the proprietor and stated that if the business was operating 7 days a week all year round the relief would be granted.
f) A4103/B4503 Junction – Leigh Sinton

Mr Williamson suggested that this matter be discussed at the November meeting when items for the annual parish meeting will be on the agenda.
g) Request for signage and footpath installation – Stocks Lane

The Chairman read out a letter from WCC highways stating that the request will be considered.

h) Felling of overgrown conifers – Kiln Lane

The work had been carried out. 

i) Repairs to Bransford play area

The clerk was requested to contact Mr Porter for an update on this matter.

j) Speed limit reviews

The Chairman briefly summarised the findings of the reports and it was noted that no change would be made to the speed limits on the roads in question. The need to investigate measures to reduce the mean speed of traffic approaching Leigh Sinton was raised.
Following the comments made in the earlier open forum, it was decided that the parish council should support the residents of Suckley Road and the clerk was asked to write to the Chief Constable to this effect.

  9.

REPORT FROM THE WCC PARISH CONFERENCE


The Chairman had attended the conference and drew attention to the Community Payback Scheme whereby in conjunction with the probation service, offenders work on projects in the community, which could include work to footpaths, parish council land etc. Making use of the existing team would be free and the chairman asked members if they knew of any suitable projects.
  10.

TO DISCUSS THE 2011/12 PRECEPT



The clerk circulated financial information for the year to date. The Chairman said that having reviewed the level of activity and the precept levels of other parishes in the county, he felt that our precept was very conservative in relation to the size and activity of the parish and that we need to consider a significant increase.



The chair outlined the recent Government proposals that precept levels should be frozen and that increases will only be possible following a local referendum, the cost of which would be borne by the parish council. The advice had been to prepare two budgets, one reflecting a precept freeze and one reflecting the actual revenue needs of the parish council.  


The matter was discussed and members were requested to consider what should be included in the budget and report back to the chair by 31st October. The Chairman and Vice-Chairman would then produce budgets for consideration at the next meeting.

  11.

TO DISCUSS THE PROCEDURE FOR HANDLING PLANNING APPLICATIONS


In light of the considerable planning activity in the parish and the budgetary constraints within which the parish operates, the Chair had reviewed the way that planning applications were dealt with in comparable parishes. He had found that only more contentious applications were taken to meeting, the remainder being circulated between members for comment and then returned to the clerk who would respond to MHDC as necessary. It was suggested that the clerk could circulate those members who could receive email electronically, with a paper copy circulated between those who could not.


The matter was discussed with some members expressing considerable concern about the public not having an opportunity to comment, although the point was also made that they could comment directly as individuals. The matter will be discussed further at the next parish council meeting.


The procedure laid down in the Standing Orders was discussed, and in light of a new set of model standing orders having recently been issued it was decided that this matter should be discussed more fully at the next meeting.
  12.

FINANCE

a)
Accounts paid and received


Accounts Paid

BGS 


Lengthsman July 2010 




£198.00

Clement Keys

Audit of 2009/10 Annual Return



£158.63

Viking Direct

Office Supplies





£59.13

J Barker 

Clerk – July 2010 




£562.87

J Barker`

Clerk – August 2010 




£743.85

HMRC


PAYE/NI 2009/10




£362.29

HMRC


PAYE/NI Quarter 1 2010/11



£45.46

Accounts Received

WCC


P3 Grant 2010/11




£160.00

Lengthsman Scheme
April/May/June 2010 




£621.50

b) Accounts passed for payment

BGS


Lengthsman August 2010 



£88.00

         13.
TO RECEIVE THE REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND WORKING GROUPS        


   a)  Planning Committee



The matter had been covered under item 7.
b)  Affordable Housing Group


The Chairman noted he would be contacting the owner of the area of land previously identified

A. Footpath Working Group

The Chairman read out a report received from the Parish Paths Warden. The group had been undertaking way-marking and clearance of local paths and in conjunction with the countryside officer a number of stiles have been replaced and way-mark posts erected. The PPW has also been actively working with the countryside officer to plan further path and bridleway clearance which will take place over the winter.
B. Memorial Hall Committee

Mr Burton circulated Memorial Hall accounts for the year ended 28/02/2010, which were discussed. He hoped that accounts to date would be available for the next meeting and a decision regarding the award of a grant to the hall for 2010/11 was deferred until then. 
C. Community Resilience Working Group

There was no update at the present time.

14.

TO RECEIVE COUNCILLORS REPORTS, QUESTIONS AND ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDA



Mr Gloster noted that both of his neighbours had had sheds broken into and emphasised the importance of all crimes being reported so that local crime figures are accurate.
15.

TO CONFIRM THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING


The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Tuesday 23rd November, 7.30pm at the 
Memorial Hall. 


The meeting closed at 10.00pm








Signed

...........................................








Dated

...........................................

265

