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THE MINUTES of an ORDINARY MEETING of TUTNALL & COBLEY PARISH COUNCIL

held on Tuesday 8 December 2009 at 7.20 p.m. in the Community Hall, Tardebigge

Present:  
Cllrs G Whitehouse, L Denyer, P Whittaker, K Tolley and S M Ashwin
In Attendance: County Cllr E Moffett and the Clerk 

1
APOLOGIES: Cllr S Cooper (Germany):  Accepted

2
DECLARATION OF INTEREST:

a) Register of Interests:  Councillors were reminded of the need to update their register of interests.

b) Personal Interests:  Cllr P Whittaker – planning items as he is a member of Bromsgrove District Council Planning Committee.   
c) Prejudicial Interests:  Cllr L Denyer who is a member of the Management Committee of the Community Hall.

3
MINUTES Ref:  P.787 – P790

The Minutes of the meeting held on 10 November 2009 were approved.  Proposed:  Cllr Denyer; Seconded:  Cllr Tolley; All approved.

4
PROGRESS REPORTS FOR INFORMATION:

Clerk:  The Clerk’s report was noted.  

Chairman:  The Chairman’s comments would be covered in the agenda.

5 POLICE REPORT:

CSO John Tilt was unable to attend due to operational requirements but had emailed his report:

10 November:  Tardebigge Bridge:  Non-injury road traffic collision.

26 November:  Holyoakes Lane:  Non-stop road traffic collision between a lorry and car.  The lorry driver did not stop and enquiries are continuing to trace the lorry involved.

27 November:  Road near Tardebigge Pub:  Report of loose horses; not substantiated; location has been regularly monitored.

6 CORRESPONDENCE: 

All items received were tabled in a folder for Councillors’ inspection at the meeting and were Noted.

7 PLANNING MATTERS:

a) Applications for Consideration:  None were received.
b) Approvals:  09/0654  3 Tutnall Grange:  New conservatory to the rear.
c) Refusals:  09/0704 / 5   Plymouth House, Alcester Road:  Including Listed Building to the proposed demolition of existing kitchen/utility and proposed three storey extension as the loss of historic fabric would be detrimental to the appearance, character and special interest of the Grade II listed building and the appearance and character of the Conservation Area.
d) Planning Matters: 
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09/00236  Enforcement Investigation:  Longlands, Stoney Lane:  Use of agricultural land as an airfield with associated buildings.

8
CASUAL VACANCY:  No clear answer had been received from Bromsgrove DC, CALC or NALC regarding an additional councillor.  It was therefore proposed and accepted by the majority of Members that Mike Pengelly would be asked to become a Councillor.   Caroline Hicks would be asked to become the Conservation Officer to the newly formed Environmental Committee; the other members of the Committee being Cllrs Tolley and Ashwin.  It is anticipated that the Conservation Officer will contribute in the capacity of a full Councillor.  The Clerk will draw-up guidelines for the Environmental Committee.  The answer on increasing the number of Councillors is to be pursued.

9     TARDEBIGGE NEW WHARF:  It was noted that three residents would be purchasing 

        their properties; five vacant possession and one tenanted houses would be marketed by British      

            Waterways.

10
LENGTHSMAN SCHEME:  


Hewell Lane:  55m towards Burcot from Broad Green:  Lengthsman to be asked if he knows where the culvert goes and to carry on clearing in this area.


Woodlands, Brockhill Lane:  Quote to be obtained to dig out 25m of a ditch to alleviate flooding of the road.  The ditch maybe piped at a later stage.  The landowner is to be asked to share the costs.  Clerk to ask Highways to reimburse these costs and the Lengthsman would then be asked to clear these roadside grips.

11
HIGHWAYS MATTERS:  

Hedges:  It was felt progress had been made on hedge cutting requests.  However, Highways was to be requested to pursue overgrown hedges on Stoney Lane, adjoining the animal sanctuary.

Grit Bins:  The County Cllr advised that these had only been assessed in the last ten days.  Clerk to press Highways for bins (again).

A448 surface noise:  deferred to next meeting.

The County Cllr was thanked for all her efforts in trying to resolve Highway issues in the Parish.
12     FINANCE: 


a)
Bank Balances: as at 30 November 2009      Current Account   
            £7,973.96       




  5 October  2009        Deposit Account          
£3,790.31




   
                  Total Balance                          £11,764.27
b)
Receipts:  
Co-op Bank:  Interest 5 Nov 2009  

         
       
£       0.97





Deposit Account interest 5 Oct 2009 


£       1.80

Worcester County Council






£   163.50







Total


£  166.27
c) Payments for Approval:

S Cooper:  P3 expenses






£      43.80

Simon Skeys:  Lengthsman Scheme

September £168;  October £168; November £168



£     504.00

Helen Davies:  Clerk’s Salary £1,128.50 + expenses £248.53


£  1,377.03

HMRC:  








£     282.12
                          

 


                      Total


£ 2,206.95  
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d)      Un-presented Cheques:  
Tardebigge Community Hall


£     190.00





e)  Precept Budget:  Was discussed and agreed for 2010/11; final figures to be agreed at   
         the next meeting. 
f)
 Quarterly Audit:  Satisfactorily completed.

g)      Finance Items – Proposed:  Cllr Tolley and Seconded:  Cllr Ashwin, All in favour.
13     MAY DAY FAIR:  The Council’s involvement to be deferred to the next meeting pending a reply  

           from the Community Hall in response to their request for rental payments for the meeting room.

14     BARN DANCE:   To be discussed at the next meeting.

15
SKATE BOARD PARK: Matter to be dropped until further information received.

16
PARISH COUNCIL CHARTER:  The proposal to adopt the Charter was accepted unanimously.

17     HOUSING NEEDS SURVEY:  Following a further request for a formal presentation of the  

            proposals it was agreed that N Potter, Rural Housing Enabler, and colleagues could attend the 

            next meeting.

18
QUALITY PARISH STATUS:  It was agreed there were no discernable benefits to be gained  

            and Quality Parish Status would not be pursued.


19
REPORTS FOR INFORMATION:









DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT:  An update on the Bromsgrove & Redditch Core Strategy was given.  Consultation on the proposed building of 3,000 units with Bromsgrove DC boundary and 4,000 within Redditch would now take place.  Proposed areas for development include Bank’s Green, Brockhill, Boardsley, Webheath and Foxlydiate.

COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT:  Wharf Lane flood alleviation should take place in January or February as finance seems to have been secured.  The provision of grit bins and filling-in of potholes is being pursued.  The County Cllr has been around the Parish with Highway’s staff to highlight jobs but the precise demarcation of staff roles and budgets is hampering work.  


The County Council is setting up children’s centres to help children join clubs and is assisting in the purchase of clothing, equipment and transport costs to aid inclusivity.  Social services will organise meetings with families who are struggling; schools will also be involved.  

Budgets will be tough with the £15m reduction in funds.

FOOTPATH WARDEN’S REPORT:  The Footpath Warden presented his report, which included details of routine maintenance that had been carried out.  The ploughing up of Footpath 19 had been referred to the County Council
TREE WARDEN’S REPORT:  Nothing to report.  
COMMUNITY HALL REPORT:  Nothing to report.

 CHARITIES REPORT:  No meeting had taken place since the last report.
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20     COMMENTS FROM MEMBERS:  None

23
DATE OF NEXT MEETING:
Resolved:  There will be an Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council to be held in Tardebigge Community Hall on Tuesday 12 January 2010 at 7.20 pm.

The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 10.15 p.m. 

Signed : ………………………………………………Chairman

Date : …………………………………………..    







