West Malvern Parish Council

Draft Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 

Monday 13th September 2010 in West Malvern Village Hall at 7.30pm.
Present

Cllrs. Mrs JM Roberts (Chairman), Mr M Aldridge, Mrs J Burford, Mrs E Harnden, Mr W Shearer
In Attendance
County Cllr. Mrs B Nielson; District Cllrs. Mrs J Kelly, Prof. J Raine; Cllrs. Mr K Wagstaff, Mr J Black (Malvern Wells Parish Council); Mr C Rouse (Malvern Hills Conservators); Mr B Harper (Transitions Malvern); Mr D Sharp (Clerk) and one member of the public.
Before the meeting the Clerk confirmed that Cllr. Striplin had resigned since the last meeting and he had posted the appropriate casual vacancy notices.
98/10 Apologies

To consider acceptance of apologies for absence from Councillors: Cllr. Mr P Nash (accepted).
99/10 Declarations of Interest & Changes to be Notified to the Register of Interests

Cllrs. Aldridge and Harnden declared personal interests in agenda item 8 since they were both allotment holders.
100/10 Reports from other representatives.

To receive reports from County and District Councillors and Malvern Hills Conservators: 

County Cllr. Mrs Beverley Nielson informed councillors that following John Wallace’s retirement from WCC Highways she would follow up the results of the meeting she had with him and Cllr. Roberts regarding highways problems in the parish.

She also reported that Malvern St James primary school had applied for £5000 in the healthy grant scheme.

Finally she commented on the new BOLD initiative (Better Outcomes Lean Delivery) and the County Councils need to reduce spending.
District Cllr. Mrs Jenny Kelly reported that she had received a request to investigate whether the 675 bus Gt. Malvern to West Malvern be rerouted via Graham Road from Rosebank Gardens to allow easier access for passengers who happen to be at the 'bottom' of the town as opposed to the 'top'.

She had received more complaints from local residents regarding noise from the Lamb Inn and had requested the licensing chairman to arrange for monitoring.

Finally she had been in contact with MHDC planning department and a local resident regarding the new play equipment and the possible need for planning consent.  Further enquiries were to follow.
Mr C Rouse (Malvern Hills Conservators) reported that the grass bank bordering Park Road was to be cut back at the end of September and if funds were available the ditch up Westminster Bank was to be cleared.
101/10 Minutes
To consider for adoption the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting:  The minutes of the meeting held on 12th July were unanimously approved and signed by the Chairman.
102/10 Progress Reports and other matters arising from the minutes

Village Hall: The Clerk reported that invoices from the diocese solicitor had been received regarding the freehold.  It was agreed to progress with the transference of the freehold and to pay these invoices once funds were in place. 
Councillors Surgery: Cllr. Burford had attended the last session on 31st July and relayed a problem with access visibility on Croft Bank.  The Clerk was to contact WCC Highways.  The poor state of Croft Bank within Hereford CC boundary was also to be reported.
Emergency Planning: Cllr. Nash was to report at the next meeting.
103/10 Gas Lamps
To consider the report from MHDC and to review the options available regarding future maintenance: Cllr. J Black (Malvern Wells Parish Council) addressed the Council regarding the recent meetings of the working group.  MHDC were refusing to grant funds to help renovate the lamps but had offered each parish (and town) a loan to help pay for the work.
Brian Harper (Transitions Malvern) addressed the Council on his research investigating efficiencies into the renovation and maintenance of the lamps.  He was currently investigating the use of parts from abroad that would at least halve the renovation costs suggested by Suggs (the UK supplier).  A local company was interested in renovating the heads themselves.  Hence the cost would be reduced from £1700 per lamp down to £800 per lamp.  Maintenance costs would also reduce drastically.
The Chairman thanked Mr Harper for his extensive research and it was agreed to defer acceptance of the MHDC grant offer until Mr Harper was able to present his final report to the working group.

104/10 Playing Fields
i. Progress reports on new installations: The existing equipment had been painted.  Cllr. Shearer was to lay more grass seed over bare areas.
ii. To consider the feasibility of a replacement building on the upper field: Cllr. Aldridge presented draft plans which were to be discussed with MHDC.  A working group had been created separate to the Parish Council to investigate the possibility of gaining a ‘land fill’ grant to fund the project.  If successful the proposed building would be constructed and maintained by this independent body.  The Parish Council agreed, by a majority of 4:1 to support the working group.  It was likely that any grant funding would require certain conditions to be met by the Parish Council as land owners and these would be debated at future meetings
iii. To consider quotations for levelling the upper field:  Two quotations had been received but because of the possibility of building work in the near future it was agreed to defer this project.
iv. To consider applications to hold events on the fields in 2011: An application from the Royal British Legion to hold an event on either 18 or 19 June 2011 was approved.  
105/10 Allotments & Community Woodland

Matters for report: The hedges, predominantly damson, bordering properties on Old Hollow were in need of attention.  Summer pruning was considered preferable and the matter was to be discussed again next spring.
106/10 Planning
i. To confirm responses to the following applications returned between meetings

	Application No
	From
	Details

	10/00783/HOU
	M Houghton

70 Lower Road
	Conversion of integral garage into kitchen/dining room

	10/00814/HOU
	Mr Andrew Grout

Walden, Blackheath Way
	Two storey side extension and garage conversion

	10/00832/HOU
	Ms P Kingston & Mr E McCarthy

11 Ebrington Road
	Erection of a single storey conservatory on the south elevation


No comment had been returned on all applications and was ratified here.
ii. The following application was considered
	Application No
	From
	Details

	10/00947/HOU
	Mrs Katie Watson

157 Old Hollow
	Front Porch, Single Storey Extension to Side, Loft Conversion and Decking to Front


It was agreed to return ‘no comment’ on this application.
107/10 Finance
i. To consider payment of invoices presented: The following payments were approved:
	From/Due to
	Date
	Amount
	Details

	JP Moore
	26/07-28/08
	£416.00
	Lengthman Fees (July/August)

	SF Creamer
	-
	£72.00
	Bus Shelter Cleaning July/August

	Anthem (UK Ltd)
	02/08
	£47.00
	Internal Audit Fees

	Clement Keys
	17/08
	£334.88
	External Audit Fees

	Severn Trent
	26/07
	£255.86
	Water Rates

	MHDC
	27/07
	£1904.68
	1st ¼ Gas Lamp Maintenance

	Smith & Allen
	13/07
	£75.96
	Playground Paint

	Halls
	-
	£1175.00
	Village Hall Costs

	March & Edwards
	-
	£1762.50
	Village Hall Costs

	DA Sharp
	09/08
	£313.08
	Clerk’s Fees Aug (£391.48 gross SP25)

	DA Sharp
	13/09
	£313.28
	Clerk’s Fees Sep (£391.48 gross SP25)

	
	TOTAL
	£6670.24
	


After these payments are made bank balances will be as follows:

	Savings Account B/F
	£8,692.98
	
	Community Account B/F
	(£236.14)

	
	
	
	Football Foundation
	£210.00

	
	
	
	WCC Lengthman (Jun/Jul)
	£416.00

	
	
	
	HMRC Vat
	£5844.80

	
	
	
	September Payments
	(£6670.24)

	Savings Account C/F
	£8,692.98
	
	Community Account C/F
	(£435.58)


ii. To agree revised signatories for Parish Council accounts: It was agreed that Cllr. Burford be added to the mandate to join Cllrs. Roberts and Harnden.

iii. To review the internal auditor’s report and to consider the effectiveness of the internal audit:  Mr Steve Tustin’s report was considered and the internal audit was considered effective for the needs of the Parish Council.
108/10 Correspondence

To consider the following correspondence previously circulated: 
Circulated 20/07/10

	FROM
	
	SUBJECT

	Gas Lamp Working Group
	
	Misc

	Jennie Kelly
	
	Lamb Inn Licence

	Various
	
	New Play Equipment

	MHDC
	
	Summer Activities

	MHDC
	
	Annual Report

	CALC
	
	Updates

	HSBC
	
	Bank Mandate


Circulated 27/08/10

	FROM
	
	SUBJECT

	MHDC
	
	Licensing Policy

	Calc
	
	Minutes and Agenda

	MHDC
	
	Decision Notices

	MHDC
	
	View from the Hills & Performance Appendix

	Malvern Hills AONB
	
	Annual Report

	CALC
	
	Updates & Reports

	HSBC
	
	Bank Mandate

	MHDC
	
	Gas Lamp Performance

	CAB
	
	Annual Review

	MHDC
	
	Energy Efficiency

	Community First
	
	Newsline


109/10
 Councillors’ items for Report

To report information and raise items for future consideration:  The Parish Council had been asked to consider any use for the land adjacent to the churchyard. 
110/10 Next Meeting
The date of the next Parish Council Meeting was confirmed as Monday 11th October 2010 at 7.30pm. 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.00 pm.
