STONE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on

Tuesday 8th March 2011
at The Parish Room, Stone

Present:

Cllrs. J Arbuthnott (Chairman), M Gough



R F Hobson, J A Jordan, Mrs D Bird, Mrs E Hyde, 



Mrs P Whitman and R Wignall.

In attendance:

Ms S P Bamford (Clerk)




Mr W Waldron – Lengthsman




LPO Jayne Willetts



1 member of the public.

1.  
 Apologies:  
Apologies were received from Cllr.M Talbot.   The reason for absence was      approved.
2.
Declarations of Interest:  

Cllrs. J Arbuthnott and M Gough expressed an interest in item 10 B.

3. 
 Minutes:

The Minutes of the meeting held on the 11th January 2011 were approved and signed as a correct record.
4.
Progress Reports:
  a.    Police Report

LPO J Willetts reported that crime in the area remained at a low level.   Theft of metal was still a problem, and 3 grid covers have been stolen in the Parish during the last week.   Following a crack down more Scrap Metal merchants are now licensed and legal.  Heating oil is also being targeted.
She reported that due to cutbacks they were unable to provide the service which    we might expect.  However, every effort would be made to deal with our complaints quickly.
               b.    Lengthsman’s Scheme

         A450 Shenstone to Mustow Green – Siding out footway.  Siding out footway Heath Lane.  
         Stanklyn Lane – clearing grips, outfalls, gully tops and clear 10 metres of ditch.

It was reported that the grant for 2011/12 will remain unchanged at £2088.


RESOLVED The Lengthsman’s Contract be renewed for a further year.

c. Parish Paths Scheme
No report.

5.   Items requiring Decisions

 a.      Code of Conduct 12 (2)
   A discussion was held to clarify the adoption of the Code of Conduct.

   AGREED that when it was minuted that the Council resolved to accept the revised Code of Conduct in full they intended that they were adopting the Code of Conduct including paragraph 12 (2).   It was stressed that meetings have been conducted on that basis since adopting the new code.

b.      Neighbourhood Watch
A discussion was held.   Leaflets have been forwarded to every household, and Further information is to be distributed.     Vicarage Road and Butts Lane already operate their own system.
                        AGREED Councillors to follow up.     
c.     Temporary Markets & Car Boot Sales

The Council discussed the letter from Wyre Forest District Council. 

RESOLVED that Cllrs. R Wignall and Mrs D Bird be responsible for actioning any applications received.

d.     Police Support
The Council have been concerned at the lack of support from West Mercia    Police.   LPO Jayne Willetts reported that this was not intentional and due only to lack of staff.

e.        Repairs to road by College      

Clarification has been received from Highways Department stating that they   have no objection to using the gravel for road repairs, provided it is on private land.    They only ask that rain gullies are not filled in when spreading.   

                        RESOLVED work to be carried out when weather improves.
f.     Community Emergency Plan
          A report was given on the meeting recently held.
   AGREED that the main problem areas could be Roxel and the electricity sub   station.

g.     Worcestershire County Council Revised Draft Validation Document
    The Council noted the contents of letter received.
6.    Items for Information:

       a.        Speed Activated Signs       

Rock Parish Council have resolved that Stone Parish Council may use their signs when not in use at Rock.   The Lengthsman need to be trained in their use.     

AGREED Clerk to ascertain current position.

b. Wyre Forest Area CALC/Joint Parish Forum Meeting
The Council noted that this will be held on Wednesday 13th April at Duke House, Kidderminster at 7.00 pm.

               c.        Bars Lane
A name plate has been requested for this road.      The Highways Department has carried out some repair work to the road, but this has made it worse than before, and is now in diabolical condition with major holes in the road.
AGREED Cllr. Clee to be contacted.

  d.       Subsidised Bus Services
The Council noted receipt of questionnaire.

AGREED this is to be distributed to Parishioners where applicable.

e.    Dog Fouling Dunclent Lane
            A complaint has been received.   This has been reported to Wyre Forest

            District Council.

            AGREED surveillance to be undertaken.

f.    Quality Parish Status
The Portfolio has been submitted.   

AGREED Clerk to be paid for extra hours worked.

g.     Footpath Plans
             Plans were distributed to all Councillors.
h.        Wyre Forest District Council 

The Council noted that WFDC is not increasing their share of the Council Tax bill for   the next financial year. 

               i.         Notice Boards
                          It was noted that there are two of the old type boards not being used.
j.     Chairmen’s Meeting
The Chairman gave report on the meeting.   Main topics were Affordable Housing, Election charges and guidance on travellers.
7.        Financial Report and Payment of Accounts:
     (a)       Bank Balance: 
£3,956.97

     (b)      To consider Accounts to be paid as listed below:
 S P Bamford –January Salary
£231.44

 HMRC

£50.40

 Post Office – Stamps
£79.36

 W Waldron
£276.00

 S P Bamford – Expenses
£177.60

 Peter Handley – Photocopies
£15.84

 S P Bamford –February Salary
£231.44

 HMRC

£50.40

 NALC

£58.75

 W Waldron 
£192.00

 W Waldron – signs
£259.09

 Total cheques:
£1,622.32

8.       District and County Council Matters and CALC:

                No reports.
9.       Road Accident Report

          2nd February – accident by Stone Manor Hotel.  Cyclist knocked over.

          8th February – Two vehicle accident on the corner by Stanklyn Lane.  Road                  closed during morning rush hour.

   The Council noted report received from David Hunter WCC.
10.      Planning and Development Control:
a. To note decisions on applications previously considered:  None
b. 
To consider any new applications received by the date of the meeting:

11/0090/FULL – Part demolish existing school building.  Conversion to form detached 4 bedroom house and construction of new 3 bedroom bungalow at Former Stone C of E School, Stone DY10 4BE. – No Objections
11/0094/FULL – Extensions to side and rear elevations (Amendments to Planning Permission 10/0346/FULL) and detached double garage at Seagars, Lambsie Lane, Shenstone DY10 4DA. – No Objections.
c.        Applications previously considered:  None
d.       Enforcement Issues:  
A report has been received by the Council that a large number of caravans are being parked at Captains, Stone.    Enforcement Department notified.
11.       Publications for Information:

             Newsline

12. Clerk’s Report:
(i)   Section 136 Grant agreed at £650.
13. Councillor’s Reports and items for future agendas: None
Date of next Meeting:  Annual Meeting of the Parish Council   on Tuesday 10th May 2011      at 7.30 pm in the Parish Room.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.15 pm
Signed…………………………………………..
Chairman – 10th May 2011

Notes on Public Question Time

One member of the public was in attendance.    He raised the following matters:-

(i) Disgraceful state of repair of Bars Lane.

(ii) Speeding along Stanklyn Lane and Butts Lane

(iii) Drug needles being dropped on Stanklyn Lane.

(iv) Litter on roads and lanes in many areas of the parish.
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