STONE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held 
on Tuesday 10th May 2010
	Present:
	Cllrs. J Arbuthnott, Mrs D Bird, R Wignall, R F Hobson, Mrs E C Hyde, 

J A Jordan, and M D Talbot.



	In attendance:
	Ms S P Bamford (Clerk)




1.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN:
On the proposal of Cllr.J.Jordan, seconded Cllr.Mrs D Bird.

RESOLVED that Cllr J Arbuthnott be elected Chairman of the Council for the ensuing year.

Cllr. Arbuthnott signed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office and took the Chair.  
2.
APOLOGIES : None
3.     APPOINTMENTS:

a) Appointment of Vice Chairman.    By unanimous decision.

                     RESOLVED that Cllr. J A Jordan be appointed Vice Chairman for the ensuing year.

b) Representatives to CALC:   Cllrs. J Jordan and R  Hobson

c) Representatives to Planning Committee:   All Council Members.    
RESOLVED that for minor applications a planning committee of 3 members including the Chairman, would make a decision .
d) Community Housing Representative:  Cllr. Mrs E Hyde
e) Finance Committee:  Cllrs. J Jordan, R Wignall and Mrs D. Bird.

f) Staffing Committee:  Cllrs. J Arbuthnott, J A Jordan and M Talbot.

4.     MINUTES:
        The Minutes of the Meeting held on the 8th March 2011 were approved and signed as a correct         record.
5.    DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:    None
6.
Progress Reports:


(a) Lengthsman’s Report
        It was noted that the funding for the year 2011/2012 will be £2,088.


        Butts Lane – side out footway.  Clear vegetation from kerb line on foot way and carriageway.

                      Unnamed Lane between Stanklyn Lane and A450 – dig out verge to lead water into gullies.

                      Stanklyn Lane – side out footway.


(b )  Police Report 

                      There has been a break in at St. Mary’s Church with criminal damage being caused inside.
                     A wooden gate has been stolen from a field belonging to the pumping station on Stanklyn  Lane.   At the present time across Wyre Forest there is a large increase in the theft of storm covers and road signs.   The complaint about drug needles being dropped  on Stanklyn Lane is being investigated.


(c )   Parish Paths Scheme

                      No report.

7.        Items requiring decisions
a.  Aon Insurance Renewal
The Council considered the renewal summary and schedule of items covered.

RESOLVED in order for payment .
b.    Annual Parish Meeting
The Council noted the draft Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting.

 RESOLVED No action to be taken.

c.     Polling Station
         A letter of complaint regarding the closure of the Polling Station has been forwarded to
         Wyre Forest Council.     The response was noted.

         AGREED await further developments.

d.   Meeting Room
A discussion was held regarding the venue for Parish Council meetings.

RESOLVED Meetings held in May, July and September to be held at Parish Room.

November, January and March meetings to be held at Stone Manor.

e.    Bus Service Review
        The Consultation Response is to be completed.

 f.   Annual Report
       A discussion was held.
       AGREED wherever possible communications to parishioners to be delivered by hand.
g.  Speed Activated Signs
 The cost for hire from Rock PC will be £100 on a four week basis.  Dave Hunter from Worcestershire County Council will arrange for positioning and training of Lengthsman in operation.

RESOLVED Cllr J A Jordan to be Liaison Officer.
h.     Community Emergency Plan

        The plan has been updated.

8.     
Items for information:


a.       Churchyard Grant

          It was noted that the application has been made in the sum of £720.

b.      Neighbourhood Watch Scheme

          It was reported that 14 new members have joined the scheme.
              c.     Quality Parish Status
         The Clerk was congratulated for her efforts in achieving this Status.
d.     The Localism Bill

         The Council noted information received.     This is still in very early stages.
e.     Home Composting in Wyre Forest
         The information was noted.
f.      Barrs Lane, Stone

                      Cllr. Clee has been advised that the road is still in a deplorable condition.

        AGREED Letter to be forwarded to Cllrs. S Clee, D Prodger and Mr D Hunter of         Worcestershire Highways requesting that immediate action be taken.
     9.
Financial Report and Payment of Accounts.

(a) Bank Balance
£6,461.91
(b) Accounts for Payment:

RESOLVED that the following accounts be paid:

NALC
£58.75

S P Bamford – March Salary
£491.64

CALC
£29.38

S P Bamford – Expenses
£167.71

W. Waldron –Lengthsman
£228.00

HMRC
£115.40

CALC Subscription
£223.24

S P Bamford – April Salary
£238.68

HMRC
£52.00

W. Waldron – Lengthsman
£192.00

P Phillips – Internal Auditor
£50.00

Total payments:
£1,846.80

(c )        Audit of Accounts 2010 – 2011
              The Council noted that the Internal Auditor has not raised any matters relating to the accounts for the year 2010-2011, and that it could, therefore,  proceed with the requisite Statement of Assurance concerning the accounts and to countersign the documents.

              RESOLVED that:-

               i.      The Accounts shown in the Council’s Book of Accounts be approved.

               ii.     The Statement of Assurance be completed to show an affirmative answer to all eight          

                        statements included therein, and the completed Annual Report be signed and forwarded to the external Auditor.

10.
Planning and Development Control:

a.
To note any decisions on applications previously considered: 

11/0094/FULL – Extension to side and rear elevations (Amendments to Planning Permission 10/0346/FULL) and detached double garage at Seagers, Lambsie Lane, Shenstone. - Approved.
             b.
 To consider any new applications received by the date of the meeting:  None
             c.            Applications previously considered:

11/0140/FULL – To resite part of the fence on the eastern boundary of the rear garden     in order to gain access to an area of the garden which is currently cut off from the property at 68, Kittiwake Drive, Kidderminster – No objections.
d. 
Any compliance or enforcement issues - None
11.      District and County Council Matters and CALC
                           There were no District or County Council members present.     A report was given on the          CALC meeting.
12.      Road Accident Report:   None to report.
13.      Clerk’s Report

            i.      Community Transport Helpline.     Leaflets distributed asking for volunteers.

            ii.     It was reported that Cllrs. M Gough and Mrs P Whitman have resigned.


            iii.    An update was requested on the work to be carried out on the road by the college.

            iv.     Details of Code of Conduct Training given.

14. 
Councillor’s Reports and items for future agendas.

a.        It was reported that the Police are looking at the question of speeding on Stanklyn Lane.

b.        An application for a house to be erected on the old sales site has been turned down.

c.      Following a meeting with Cllr. D Prodger, it would appear that the Parish Council are not be consulted as agreed. 

15.         Next Meeting – 7.30 pm on Tuesday 12th July 2011 at the Parish Rooms.
              There  being no further business the meeting closed at 8.55 pm.
………………… ……………………………………..
Chairman 12th July 2011
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