1.

MINUTES of Offenham Parish Council meeting 
held at Offenham Village Hall on Monday 3rd April 2023 
Parish Councillors:


Marc Farmer, Chairman

As per attendance register:   

Kathleen Henderson
Marcus Taylor
James Moclair






Ian Graham

Mark Allard

In attendance:



Diane Cox (Clerk)

23/001
Apologies 

Cllrs Ward, Evans & Briers

23/002
To receive Declarations of Interest updates to Members’ Register 

None

23/003
Open Forum 


Appended to the minutes 

23/004
Meeting re-opened and the minutes of the previous meeting were considered.


The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 6th March 2023 were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

23/005 To be advised of any urgent matters not herewith included (at the Chairman’s discretion)
· The clerk advised that she has collected the bank mandate form from Lloyds Bank which is ready for completion this evening.  Cllr Mark Allard completed his form which is to be returned to the bank for processing.
23/005  To receive Clerk’s report and progress updates on current issues
Elections 

· 4th May 2023. The closing date for submission of nomination forms is 4th April.  WDC will notify the following day if the election is uncontested.
WCC Highways road closure

· Temporary closure of Merry Lane.  To close that part of U45207 Merry Lane from its junction with C2047 Station Road from B4510 The Cross and  U45207 Merry Lane to C2050 Bennetts Hill for new/replacement water main by BA Hull Ltd.  
RoSPA Safety Inspection

· The report is now available; a small number of items were highlighted for attention.  

Training

· The clerk attended a CALC training refresher event covering new councillors.
Community Legacy Grant event

· The clerk was due to attend this event held by WDC but it has now been cancelled.  The event is due to be rescheduled to a later date.

Audit

· Audit notification has been received from PKF Littlejohn.  Cllr Ward will be requested to check the accounts this month followed by an inspection by our Internal Auditor Iain Selkirk.  

Memorial bench in Three Cocks Lane

· Mr Ariss has confirmed that the bench has now been completed and would like to meet with the PC on Tuesday at 2pm.  The clerk has confirmed that she will attend but would also like a member of the PC to be there to confirm the site location.

2.

23/006
To receive correspondence (circulated prior to and during meeting).

Circulated by email prior to this meeting.

23/007
To consider actions required to set up a working party for the purpose of installing/re-installing hedgerows in the parish.

The Chairman referred to Cllr Henderson who is leading on the project.  Cllr Henderson advised that it was early in the planning stage but there had been some interest from a local landowner for hedge planting.  She stated that volunteers were needed for the planning stages together with practical help.  Cllrs Moclair, Farmer and Allard volunteered to assist with Cllr Taylor offering with practical help.  The clerk suggested using the stall at the Wake to inform residents and which may gain additional volunteers.  Wake day was advised to be on the 10th June.
23/008
To receive report from Cllrs Farmer and Moclair regarding the dog waste poster competition.

Cllr Farmer advised that he had been unable to contact Cllr Moclair about the scheduled times given by the school for presentation of prizes.  He stated that he attended the school on the previous Friday where judging took place for the “pick up after your dog” posters.  Mrs Nicol had separated entries into year groups for fairer judging.  The winners were chosen and presented with an Easter egg; those who took part in the competition were to be rewarded with a small egg.

23/009
To consider PC attendance at group meeting organised by the Village Hall committee to discuss the plans for the proposed extension of the village hall.

The clerk had previously met with Martin Roberts from the VHC who had suggested a joint meeting with a number of interested parties to the changing room project; however no date has so far been communicated.


Cllrs Moclair and Henderson advised that other meetings were taking place so suggested that this item be deferred.

23/010
To consider inclusions for monthly Parish Magazine.
· School competition & King’s coronation mug presentation.  Cllr Farmer would request the names and year groups for the competition winners 

· Election updates, if any.
23/011
Member & committee reports:

  
Report from Footpath Warden – Report supplied during the Annual Parish meeting.

Report updates on Rural Communities –  Report given during the Annual Parish meeting

VHC -  Report given by Martin Roberts during the Annual Parish meeting.

Disaster Emergency Plan (only if updates have taken place) – None

23/012
To receive financial update and approve bills for payment etc
At bank: 

Current account 0649818
  £8925.07

as at  20.3.2023

Deposit account 7277881
£53789.58

as at  20.3.2023

FTD invested to 11.04.23
£10000.00

Bills for payment:

	V no
	Chq no
	Payee & reason for payment
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	1
	001972
	Playsafety Ltd
	153.50
	30.70
	184.20

	2
	001973
	Mrs L Hope (Village Website)
	308.21
	
	308.21

	3
	001974
	Worcestershire CALC
	25.00
	5.00
	30.00

	4
	001975
	K D Butler
	488.75
	
	488.75

	5
	001976
	Offenham Village Hall
	30.00
	
	30.00

	6
	001977
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	98.00
	19.60
	576.00

	7
	
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	382.00
	76.40
	

	8
	001978
	Diane Cox – Admin
	44.75
	0.75
	720.26

	9
	
	
- Mileage

	46.80
	
	

	9
	
	
- Salary 
	627.96
	
	

	
	
	Total
	2204.97
	132.45
	2337.42


3.
23/013
To approve the quarterly accounts and budget review

The accounts and budget review had been emailed to councillors prior to the meeting including an updated 
version after the end of year bank statements was supplied.  Some credit entries were not notified separately.


No queries were raised and the accounts and review were approved by the council.  Proposed IG, seconded 
MF.

23/014 To be advised of planning matters including: 

Applications:  


W/23/00526/FUL  Westland Nurseries (Offenham) Ltd, Station Road, Offenham

Demolition of existing glasshouse and construction of extension to agricultural building plus hardstanding.


OPC comment:  No objection.

Decisions:


None
23/015
To advise items for the next meeting.

· Cllrs Graham and Moclair gave apologies for being unable to attend the next meeting.
22/242
To consider date and time for next meeting - Annual Parish Council meeting at 7.30 on Monday15th May at the Royal British Legion Club.


Meeting closed at 9.35pm.
Signed ………………………………………………………………….     

Date………………..…..


Chairman, Offenham Parish Council

Open Forum

Report from Alastair Adams, County Councillor
· There is a short report this month, recent topics were flooding and blocked gullies.  He provided WCC contact information on how to make a report.

· Divisional grants were due to start with effect from the 4th April.
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