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MINUTES of Offenham Parish Council meeting 
held at Offenham Village Hall on Monday 3rd July 2023 
Parish Councillors:


Marc Farmer, Chairman

As per attendance register:   

Kathleen Henderson
James Moclair

Richard Evans





Sheila Briers

Matthew Rea

Ian Graham

In attendance:



Diane Cox (Clerk)



Alastair Adams, County Councillor
23/066
Apologies 

Cllr Taylor and District Councillor Aaron Powell
23/067
To receive Declarations of Interest updates to Members’ Register 

Cllrs Moclair, Briers and Henderson for Village Hall item 11.
23/068
Open Forum 


Appended to the minutes 

23/069
Meeting re-opened and the minutes of the previous meeting were considered.


The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 5th June 2023 were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

23/070 To be advised of any urgent matters not herewith included (at the Chairman’s discretion)

None
23/071  To receive Clerk’s report and progress updates on current issues
Training reminder

· CALC is offering training for new councillors and those wishing to refresh skills. Refer to the clerk for details.  Training sessions are currently held by zoom.  

Fly tipping

· Cllr Henderson has advised that the fly tipping has not been removed by Rooftop Housing so a further request has been made to them to remove it.

Recreation ground & play area

· Cllr Taylor repaired the zip wire after a report was made on Wake day.
· The application to have a bouncy castle on the recreation ground on the 23rd July was approved by members subject to relevant insurance cover and confirmation that an adult would be in attendance at all times and that the bouncy castle will not interfere with the track.  The applicant has agreed to all conditions.
Wake committee

· The Wake committee would like to pass on thanks to the PC for the donation to cover the cost of insurance.

WCC Highways

· The County Councillor has confirmed that the additional 30mph road markings in Main Street (nr Crabtree Leys) and Three Cocks Lane will go ahead shortly, additionally the existing markings will be retraced.  The PC request for further warning road markers at Offenham Cross was refused.

Biodiversity

· A request has been made by a resident to come to a meeting to discuss biodiversity in Offenham.  The clerk responded by issuing an invitation to attend open forum at the next meeting.

Trees

· Maurice Parkinson was requested to water the trees which were planted last winter.This will be reviewed throughout the summer.  One of the trees in Three Cocks Lane has died and will need replacing towards the end of the year.  The cricket club advised that they have no water supply so are unable to water the trees within their boundary.

Vacancy for councillor

· Notices have been displayed to advertise the vacancy, unfortunately the magazine had already been sent to print when confirmation to advertise the vacancy had been received from Wychavon DC.  
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Audit

· All paperwork has been forwarded to PKF Littlejohn for inspection within the requested timeframe.

23/072
To receive correspondence (circulated prior to and during meeting).
 
 Circulated by email prior to this meeting.

23/073
To receive update following the meeting in Three Cocks Lane on the hedgerow project

Cllr Henderson reported on a helpful meeting with Craig Wood who worked as a liaison officer to help with sourcing hedging and possible funding and also with physical help with planting.  She stated that he was meeting with Severn Trent, who last year had funded hedging projects; so far no feedback had been received.  As it was now a month since the meeting she would contact him again.

Cllr Farmer advised that he would be completing an application to the Woodland Trust, also Becca from the Wildlife Trust was continuing to liaise with him. 
23/074
To receive feedback from Cllr Henderson 

· On the condition of the war memorial.

Cllr Henderson advised that the memorial required sweeping and that there were some small black 
markings on the stone.
· On Community Speedwatch 

Cllr Henderson stated that there was no additional updates, 8 volunteers registered for the scheme 
and she was now waiting to hear from the police.
23/075
To receive feedback from councillors who attended the Wake.

All councillors who attended the Wake stall felt that the event went well.  Feedback was gathered from parishioners about the MUGA and other items.  
23/076
To consider options to assist the village hall with their plans for an extension to the hall.

Cllrs Moclair, Henderson and Briers left the room whilst this item was discussed. Various discussions took place and it was agreed by all councillors present to support the village hall in their goal to extend the hall to provide additional facilities for the village.  It was stipulated that the extension should be restricted to leave a strip of land measuring no less than 3 feet from the boundary fence to the children’s play area.

23/077
To consider actions regarding the possibility of installing a MUGA in the recreation ground.

Cllr Farmer reported that he had viewed the MUGA in Lighthorne Heath with the clerk and would be forwarding photographs to councillors.  Discussions took place about the location of the MUGA in the recreation ground.  The clerk suggested a meeting with the suppliers to peg out the size of the MUGA so that councillors could envisage the impact on the field.  Following on from positive feedback from residents received this year and in previous years, it was agreed in principle to proceed with the MUGA project, a meeting was to be arranged with the supplier.
23/078
To consider feedback from the PCC regarding the church clock.

Various discussions took place with differing views expressed.  It was suggested that the clerk refer again to CALC for guidance as previous guidance suggested that the PC should not contribute towards religious buildings.  The county councillor suggested that an entry in the parish magazine asking residents if they wish to keep a working clock in the village and if so, how it should be funded.  Further discussion are to take place at the next meeting.
23/079
Speeding:
· To consider feedback from WCC highways with regard to speed signage.


 
The county councillor advised that Barry Barnes would be in contact with the clerk on his return to 
work.
· To consider options with regard to speeding in the village.

Community speedwatch scheme in the process of being set up.
23/080
To consider a request from the PCC for a donation towards the printing costs of the parish magazine.

As the main method of keeping residents informed, it was agreed that a donation of £500 should be made towards printing costs of the magazine.  Proposed IG  Seconded KH.
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23/081
To consider inclusions for monthly Parish Magazine.
· Vacancy for councillor

· Judging for the garden and basket & container competition is to take place in early August.

· Cllr Henderson will provide an update on Community Speedwatch

23/082
Member & committee reports:

  
Report from Footpath Warden – None received

Report updates on Rural Communities –  None

VHC -  Cllr Moclair will update the treasurer on PC approval for the extension.

Disaster Emergency Plan (only if updates have taken place) – None

23/083
To receive financial update and approve bills for payment etc
At bank: 

Current account 0649818
£22013.29

as at  20.6..2023

Deposit account 7277881
£53888.52

as at  20.6.2023

Fixed Term Deposit (3 months)
        £10000.00

Bills for payment:

	V no
	Chq no
	Payee & reason for payment
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	26
	001992
	Offenham Wake
	676.29
	
	676.29

	27
	001993
	Wychavon District Council
	83.62
	16.72
	100.34

	28
	001994
	Offenham Village Hall
	30.00
	
	30.00

	29
	001995
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	160.00
	32.00
	1264.80

	30
	
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	894.00
	178.80
	

	31
	
	Diane Cox – Admin
	44.10
	
	699.06

	32
	
	
- Mileage

	27.00
	
	

	32
	
	
- Salary 
	627.96
	
	

	
	
	Total
	2542.97
	227.52
	2770.49


23/084
To approve the quarterly accounts and budget review.

Accounts and budget statement were emailed to all councillors prior to this meeting.  It was agreed to approve both statements.  Proposed MR  Seconded IG.
23/084 To be advised of planning matters including: 
Applications:  
W/23/00980/HP  2 Hollywood Villas, Station Road, Offenham
Erection of rear 2 storey extension to dwelling and demolition and replacement of existing garage for garage/home office outbuilding.
OPC comment:  No objection

Decisions:

W/22/01433/FUL  Laurels Road Nursery, Laurels Road, Offenham

Change of use of land for the siting of 15 static caravans, for temporary use by seasonal workers. - Approved

W/23/00756/GPDQ  Land and building at (OS 0578 4585) Leasowes Road, Offenham


Notification of prior approval for the change of use of an agricultural building into one dwelling (C3) and associated operational development - Approved
23/064
To advise items for the next meeting.

· Councillor vacancy
23/065
To consider date and time for next meeting - Parish Council meeting at 7.30 on Monday 7th August 2023 at Offenham Village Hall.


Meeting closed at 9.40pm.
Signed ………………………………………………………………….     

Date………………..…..


Chairman, Offenham Parish Council

Open Forum

One resident and two representatives from Zenith’s Nurseries were present.
One representative from Zenith advised that a number of complaints about the site in Three Cocks Lane had been made to the District Council who had been in contact with the company.  He stated that if people came directly to the company issues could be resolved swiftly and reasonably.

The member of the public entered into a discussion with the representatives from Zenith Nurseries.

Other issues raised:

· Blocked drains due to soil

· Offer of funding towards hedgerow project

· Query about possible planning application in Boat Lane

Report from the County Councillor, Alastair Adams
Appended to the minutes
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