West Malvern Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 

Monday 8th November 2010 in West Malvern Village Hall at 7.30pm.
Present

Cllrs. Mrs JM Roberts (Chairman), Mr M Aldridge, Mrs J Burford, Mrs E Harnden, Mr P Nash,

Mr W Shearer.
In Attendance
County Cllr. Mrs B Nielson; District Cllrs. Mrs J Kelly & Prof. J Raine; Mr C Rouse (Malvern Hills Conservators); Mr D Sharp (Clerk) and 8 members of the public.
Before the meeting concerns were raised over planning application 10/01273/HOU, particularly relating to work on the property boundary. 

A meeting, arranged by Camra, had recently been held in the village to discuss the future of the Lamb Inn and several residents who had attended addressed the council.  The disruption caused by late night music events coupled with antisocial behaviour was of concern and it was discussed whether the proposed sale of the freehold of the pub would help solve these problems.  A representative from Camra pointed out the different qualities of each of the two local pubs which catered for different sections of the village and the importance of the Lambs contribution to local music.
The Chairman thanked all those attending and affirmed that the Council would pay close attention to future events. 

124/10 Apologies

To consider acceptance of apologies for absence from Councillors: There were none.
125/10 Declarations of Interest & Changes to be Notified to the Register of Interests

Cllrs. Aldridge and Harnden declared personal interests in agenda item 8 since they were both allotment holders.
126/10 Reports from other representatives.

To receive reports from County and District Councillors and Malvern Hills Conservators: 

County Cllr. Mrs B Nielson reported the resignation of George Lord, Leader of WCC.  She also mentioned that the Worcestershire Enterprise partnership had not received government approval and that Advantage West Midlands was now being disbanded.

The BOLD initiative at WCC was committed to saving between £60 - £70 million over the next four years.  Fifty projects were being looked at along with service cutbacks as well as possible fee increases for services that WCC offered.  
She had no news to report regarding the future of the Outdoor Education Centre nor the allocation of further grit bins.
Cllr. Nielson had attended a meeting with the landlord and brewery at the Lamb Inn and it was agreed that many music events had been disruptive and noisy.  

District Cllr. Mrs Jenny Kelly reported that a noise limiter was to be adjusted at the Lamb Inn.

Mr C Rouse (Malvern Hills Conservators) reported that several gullies were being installed on The Dingle and Westminster Bank to reduce the risk of flooding and that County Cllr. Clive Smith was now Chairman of the Malvern Hills Conservators.
127/10 Minutes
To consider for adoption the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting:  The minutes of the meeting held on 11th October were unanimously approved and signed by the Chairman.
128/10 Progress Reports and other matters arising from the minutes

Village Hall: The Clerk reported that he had paid a fee to the land registry and was awaiting a survey of the hall.
Councillors Surgery: Cllrs. Aldridge and Shearer had attended the last session on 24th October but no residents had been present.  Cllr. Shearer was to be present on 27th November and Cllr. Harnden on 22nd January.
Lamb Inn: Nothing further was reported.
129/10 Gas Lamps
To consider any matters concerning the refurbishment of the gas lamps:  Several councillors and clerk had attended a meeting with other partners to consider Brian Harper’s proposals for the refurbishment of the gas lamps and a site visit had also taken place to view working examples.  The council was happy with the proposals and a meeting with MHDC had been arranged for 11th November to discuss funding.
130/10 Playing Fields
Progress report from Pavilion Working Group: The group were to contact the village hall committee to discuss the possibility of enlarging the current pavilion plans to include a new village hall in the design.  This possibility was also to be considered during a period of public consultation, as detailed last month.
Clerk was to produce a playground check sheet for Cllr. Shearer.
131/10 Allotments & Community Woodland

Allotment matters for report: Cllr. Aldridge reported that at the recent AGM he had been elected Chairman, Jenny Nisbet Secretary and Colin Tudge as Treasurer.  It had been agreed to suspend any further development regarding bee keeping on the allotments due to the lack of a volunteer to run the scheme. A further plot inspection had been carried out and the results would be forwarded to the clerk.
Community Woodland matters for report: Cllr. Harnden had nothing further to add.
132/10 Planning
The following applications were considered
	Application No
	From
	Details

	10/01273/HOU
	Mr A Wilkinson

235 West Malvern Road
	External alterations to main house.  Erection of garage.  Landscaping and boundary works.

	10/01282/HOU
	Mr David Hardy

6 Park Road
	Rear Balcony


It was agreed to forward the following comments:
10/01273/HOU – ‘Objection’: ‘Following recent discussions with neighbours the Parish Council strongly advises that this application should be considered by committee since there are obvious anomalies over land boundaries and landscaping that has already commenced’

10/01282/HOU – ‘No Comment’.
133/10 Finance
To consider payment of invoices presented: The following payments were approved:
	From/Due to
	Date
	Amount
	Details

	JP Moore
	20/10
	£104.00
	Lengthman Fees (October)

	SF Creamer
	30/10
	£32.00
	Bus Shelter Cleaning (October)

	MHDC
	21/10
	£1896.45
	2nd ¼ Gas Lamp Costs

	Land Registry
	-
	£40.00
	Fees

	Allotment Association
	-
	£135.00
	NSALG Subscriptions (45 x £3)

	West Malvern Village Hall
	-
	£60.00
	Rent Due (Jun-Oct) 10hrs x £6

	DA Sharp
	-
	£100.00
	1st ½ Yearly Expenses 2010/11

	DA Sharp
	08/11
	£313.28
	Clerk’s Fees Nov (£391.48 gross SP25)

	
	TOTAL
	£2680.73
	


After these payments are made bank balances will be as follows:

	Savings Account B/F
	£8,692.98
	
	Community Account B/F
	£8021.92

	
	
	
	WCC Lengthman (Sep)
	£104.00

	
	
	
	November Payments
	(£2680.73)

	Savings Account C/F
	£8,692.98
	
	Community Account C/F
	£5445.19


134/10 Correspondence

To consider the following correspondence previously circulated: 
Circulated 25/10/10
	FROM
	
	SUBJECT

	WCC
	
	Training Courses

	MHDC
	
	South Worcestershire Development Plan

	Festival Housing
	
	Annual Review

	WCC
	(i)
	Prioritising Right of Way Maintenance

	MHDC
	
	Planning Decisions

	CALC
	
	Updates

	MHDC
	
	Planning Services

	WCC
	
	Waste Core Strategy


(i) The footpaths warden was to be consulted.
135/10
 Councillors’ items for Report

To report information and raise items for future consideration:  The 2010 accounts for WestFest had been circulated and the Council applauded the organisation of this year’s event.
The Chairman reported that she had received a letter from a potential purchaser of the Lamb Inn who intended to redevelop the site into residential properties.  Councillors were broadly in agreement that they wished the premises to remain as a public house but that it was unsuitable to be a late night music venue due to the number of complaints received from local residents, particularly regarding noise.
136/10 Next Meeting
The date of the next Parish Council Meeting was confirmed as Monday 13th December 2010 at 7.30pm. 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.20 pm.
