West Malvern Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 

Monday 13th December 2010 in West Malvern Village Hall at 7.30pm.
Present

Cllrs. Mrs JM Roberts (Chairman), Mr M Aldridge, Mrs J Burford, Mrs E Harnden, Mr P Nash,

Mr W Shearer.
In Attendance
District Cllrs. Mrs J Kelly & Prof. J Raine; Mr C Rouse (Malvern Hills Conservators); 
Dr. R Whittlestone (Footpaths Warden); Mr D Sharp (Clerk) and 1 member of the public.
Before the meeting a member of the public raised the issue of a pile of cuttings that had been left on the allotments following tree works by Eon and requested that they be shredded.  The Allotment Association had already reviewed the situation and considered that a bonfire would be the most effective course of action.  This was to take place by end February or the situation was to be reassessed.
The Clerk gave details of online reporting of Highways faults.
137/10 Apologies

To consider acceptance of apologies for absence from Councillors: County Cllr. Mrs B Nielson.
138/10 Declarations of Interest & Changes to be Notified to the Register of Interests

Cllrs. Aldridge and Harnden declared personal interests in agenda item 8 since they were both allotment holders.
139/10 Reports from other representatives.

To receive reports from County and District Councillors and Malvern Hills Conservators: 

District Cllr. Mrs Jenny Kelly reported that there was to be a review of all bus services by September 2011.
District Cllr. Prof John Raine mentioned that the Localism Bill took effect from today whereby Parish Councils could extend the range of services they provide.
Mr C Rouse (Malvern Hills Conservators) reported that trees had been cleared above Westminster Spout.  He was also to look into a reported spring or water leak in the Lower Dingle.
Dr Robin Whittlestone (Footpath Warden) reviewed his suggested response to WCC request to prioritise footpath maintenance.  He also mentioned that it was Malvern Hills Conservators policy to keep waymarking and finger posts on the hills to a minimum.  His report was to be considered for approval in item 6.
140/10 Minutes
To consider for adoption the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting:  The minutes of the meeting held on 8th November were unanimously approved and signed by the Chairman.
141/10 Progress Reports and other matters arising from the minutes

i. Village Hall: There was no further news on the acquisition of the freehold of the hall but Cllr. Burford had agreed to be the Parish Council representative on the village hall committee.
ii. Councillors Surgery: No members of the public had attended in November.  A new list had been prepared for next year.
iii. Lamb Inn: Mr Granville Orange had written to the Council notifying his withdrawal from negotiations to purchase the property.
iv. Gas Lamps: A meeting had taken place between partners at MHDC on 11th November where it had been requested that Sight Design undertake an 8 lamp trial of their proposed renovations.  This had proved unfeasible and two lamps in Rose Gardens were to be worked on instead.
It was hoped that further progress with the offer of grant funding would be discussed at the next meeting on 16th December.  Full quotations from Sight Designs were expected to be received by then.  Brian Harper was expected to attend the meeting later to give councillors a full progress report.
142/10 Footpaths

To consider a response to WCC request to prioritise maintenance: The Chairman thanked Dr. Whittlestone for his comprehensive review which was unanimously approved and was to be returned to WCC.
143/10 Playing Fields
Progress report from Pavilion Working Group: Work was still ongoing.  Further report to be made next month.
144/10 Allotments & Community Woodland

i. Allotment matters for report: The Clerk reported that the water to the allotments had been turned off during the recent poor weather with the help of Jim Nisbet and Malcolm White.
ii. Community Woodland matters for report: Cllr. Harnden had nothing further to add.
145/10 Planning
The following applications were considered
	Application No
	From
	Details

	10/01447/HEX
	Mr & Mrs S&K Meredith 

24 Montpelier Road
	Extension of time limit to commence development on application 07/01451/FUL extension to side to provide family room and garage with bedroom and galleried landing above.

	10/01333/HOU
	Mr & Mrs G Harnden

149 West Malvern Road
	Replace single storey side extension with two storey side extension

	10/01488/HOU
	Mr Steve Meredith

66 Lower Road
	Conversion of garage (integral) and extension to provide extended/dependent accommodation and loft conversion

	10/01489/HOU
	Mr John Storey

Beacon Lodge, 

265 West Malvern Road
	Conversion of former pool house into ancillary residential accommodation


It was agreed to return ‘no comment’ on all applications with the exception of 10/01333/HOU which had been withdrawn.
146/10 Finance
To consider payment of invoices presented: The following payments were approved:
	From/Due to
	Date
	Amount
	Details

	JP Moore
	26/11
	£208.00
	Lengthman Fees (November)

	CPRE
	-
	£29.00
	Annual Subscription

	Travis Perkins
	9/11
	£26.03
	Allotment Pegs

	Asda
	-
	£10.00
	Allotment Paint

	Sight Design
	-
	£117.50
	Gas Lamp Survey

	St James Church
	-
	£350.00
	Donation (£150 Magazine, £200 Churchyard)

	CAB
	-
	£150.00
	Donation

	DA Sharp
	08/11
	£313.08
	Clerk’s Fees Nov (£391.48 gross SP25)

	
	TOTAL
	£1203.61
	


After these payments are made bank balances will be as follows:

	Savings Account B/F
	£8,692.98
	
	Community Account B/F
	£5430.19

	
	
	
	WCC Lengthman (Oct)
	£104.00

	
	
	
	December Payments
	(£1203.61)

	Savings Account C/F
	£8,692.98
	
	Community Account C/F
	£4330.58


147/10 Correspondence

To consider the following correspondence previously circulated: 
Circulated 26/11/10
	FROM
	
	SUBJECT

	WCC
	
	Winter Services

	WCC
	
	Community Payback

	CPRE
	
	Misc

	MHDC
	
	South Worcestershire Development Plan

	Granville Orange
	
	Lamb Pub

	CALC
	
	Updates

	CALC
	
	Agenda & Minutes

	Misc
	
	Gas Lamps


148/10
 Councillors’ items for Report

To report information and raise items for future consideration:  Cllr. Nash reported on a recent Calc meeting he had attended, the guest speaker being Rob Reynolds from The Safer Roads Partnership.  It was agreed that Mr Reynolds be invited to the Annual Parish Meeting in April.  Also at the meeting it had been reported that plans to allow parish councils to pay accounts online were being prepared.
Mr Brian Harper updated the meeting on the gas lamp refurbishment scheme.  He confirmed that a quote would be finalised this week which would include an annual maintenance fee.  A lecturer at Worcester Tech. was to run a short course that would qualify those undertaking the annual maintenance and that Ecotricity were willing to provide quotations for biogas to run the lamps.  Approval of the scheme from Heather Royal, MHDC heritage officer, was still awaited. 

149/10 Next Meeting
The date of the next Parish Council Meeting was confirmed as Monday 10th January 2011 at 7.30pm. 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.30 pm.
