18.

MINUTES of Offenham Parish Council meeting 
held at Offenham Village Hall on Monday 4th September 2023 
Parish Councillors:


Marc Farmer, Chairman

As per attendance register:   

Kathleen Henderson
James Moclair

Ian Graham





Sheila Briers

Marcus Taylor

Matthew Rea



In attendance:



Diane Cox (Clerk)



Alastair Adams, County Councillor
23/108
Apologies 

District Councillor Aaron Powell
23/109
To receive Declarations of Interest updates to Members’ Register 

None
23/110
Open Forum 


Appended to the minutes 

23/111
Meeting re-opened and the minutes of the previous meeting were considered.


The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 7th August 2023 were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman at a later date.

23/112 To be advised of any urgent matters not herewith included (at the Chairman’s discretion)
· To consider request from Neil Pearce of APS to reconsider the PC’s response to planning app – W/23/01531/FUL  

Various discussions took place; members decided that no change should be made to the submitted 
response.
· RE District Councillor’s report – Possibility of speaking at the planning committee meeting.


Cllr Powell advised that he would be sending a report to the planning committee but is unable to 
attend in person in September, however it may be that the Three Cocks Lane application may not be 
heard until the October meeting.  Cllr Graham stated that he could not attend in September but if 
required he would be able to attend the October meeting.

· Informal approach to the Chairman by Offenham Cricket Club for funding.

The Chairman advised that he had been contacted by a representative from Offenham CC to ask 
about the possibility for 
funding towards the replacement of artificial grass.  It was suggested that 
they make a formal request as they had done on previous occasions that could be considered at the 
next meeting.
23/113  To receive Clerk’s report and progress updates on current issues
Fixed Term Deposit

· Reinvested £10k for 3 months.

Vehicle activated signage

· Barry Barnes confirmed that WCC highways would be installing the posts for the VAS to be attached.


Elan City Radar has supplied the cost of solar powered VAS as £2250.  Additional solar 
panels if required are £280 per unit, however they advise that although additional solar 
panels would make moving to other locations easier it would not be essential.

MUGA

· The application for s106 money has been submitted to Wychavon for consideration, Cllr Powell has also been informed as he will be contacted for comment.  The Communities and Funding panel meet on the 2nd October; their recommendations will be put forward to the Executive Board on the 15th November.

Noise nuisance

· A complaint about dog barking has been received in Newtown, the complainant has been supplied with contact details for WRS.  

19.

Police

· Speed checks have taken place on Laurels Road, no tickets issued but some warnings were given.

· The local policing team will be holding a drop in event on the 30th September 

Audit

· The external auditor, PFK Littlejohn LLP, has advised that the audit is complete with no issues raised.
Caravan

Rooftop Housing has attached a removal notice to the caravan parked on their land off Ferry Lane.

23/114
To receive correspondence. 
 
 Circulated by email prior to this meeting.
23/115
To consider applications for councillor vacancy.  


Only one application has been received.  Samantha Muxworthy would qualify with effect from 24th September when she would have resided in the village for one year.  Members approved this application.  Ms Muxworthy would be able to take part in the next meeting subject to signing the appropriate forms.
23/116
To consider the responses to the Good Villager Competition

Three nominations have been received but only one who has not been a previous winner.  All councillors agreed that the winner this year should be Samantha Birch. 
23/117
To receive the results of the annual garden and planted containers competition.

Judging took place early in August, the winners are:

Gardens





Planted Basket & Containers


1st Prize    2 Three Cocks Cottages


1st Prize   Clostina, Main Street


2nd Prize   3 Three Cocks Cottages


2nd Prize   5 New Road

3rd Prize    2 Three Cocks Lane



3rd Prize    22 Ferry Lane
23/118
To receive updates on the hedgerow project.  


Cllr Henderson added briefly to the report she had supplied to all councillors via email prior to this meeting and is appended to the minutes.  She stated that the total cost including VAT was £7091.92, a large proportion of this amount will be covered by grants, some of which have already been approved.  Cllr Farmer advised that he would be assisting Cllrs Henderson and Briers with the application for a grant.  The clerk asked if all councillors were happy to support this project.  All councillors confirmed approval.  Planting at the Enzazden site should take place on the 3rd December; Cllr Henderson asked if this date could be pencilled into all councillors’ diaries.
23/119
To receive update of community speedwatch scheme  

Cllr Henderson advised that the 8 volunteers were still waiting for the vetting process by West Mercia to take place; there is a backlog in the system with staff vetting taking precedent. She was not hopeful that it would take place soon, she also added that due to the workload with the hedging project she was unable to continue to front this scheme and asked if another councillor would take on the task.  Cllr Rea volunteered to take on this task.  Cllr Henderson stated that she would email the volunteers to keep them up to date with the situation.
23/120
To consider feedback after meeting with supplier for a MUGA in the recreation ground.

The clerk advised that she had spoken to Rob Heard from ESP Play and explained that the application for s106 money has been submitted however it will not be until WDC Executive Board meet in November that approval will be confirmed.  He mentioned that although he had previously said that he would apply for planning on behalf of the PC he was now suggesting that it may be better for the PC to apply directly.  He stated that he would supply all specification details to aid the process.  The clerk asked if the PC wished to apply for planning prior to s106 approval.  It was confirmed by councillors that planning permission should be applied for as soon as possible.
20.

23/121
To consider response to WDC Legal Dept regarding the diversion of Footpath 502 (part)

All councillors confirmed that approval should be given to divert the footpath as detailed in the letter from Peter Head, Principle Legal Officer, WDC. Proposed KH Seconded JM

23/122
To consider inclusions for monthly Parish Magazine.
· Competition winners
· Good villager award

· Vacancy for councillor

· MUGA update
· Cllr Henderson will provide an update regarding Community Speedwatch
23/123
Member & committee reports:

  
Report from Footpath Warden – Roy Betts was made aware of the request to divert the Footpath 502 (part) and responded that he considered that it would improve the situation once the growers had made good the surface.

Report updates on Rural Communities –  No report

VHC -  Cllr Moclair advised that the Thursday morning coffee club was restarting this week, on the 27th they would be holding a McMillan coffee morning with all proceeds going to the charity.  On the 7th October the hall would be holding an Elvis tribute event, tickets costing £7.

Disaster Emergency Plan (only if updates have taken place) – None

23/124
To receive financial update and approve bills for payment etc
At bank: 

Current account 0649818
£16755.58

as at  18.8.2023

Deposit account 7277881
£53965.02

as at  18.8.2023

Fixed Term Deposit (3 months)
        £10000.00
Bills for payment:

	V no
	Chq no
	Payee & reason for payment
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	42
	002004
	Wychavon Parish Games Assn
	79.00
	
	79.00

	43
	002005
	Worcestershire CALC
	100.00
	20.00
	120.00

	44
	002006
	Lesley Hope
	40.79
	
	40.79

	45
	002007
	HMRC
	374.40
	
	374.40

	46
	002008
	PKF Littlejohn LLP
	315.00
	63.00
	378.00

	47
	002009
	Wychavon District Council
	91.87
	18.37
	110.24

	48
	002010
	Wychavon District Council
	50.00
	
	50.00

	49
	002011
	Offenham Village Hall
	30.00
	
	30.00

	50
	002012
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	200.00
	40.00
	1036.80

	51
	
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	664.00
	132.80
	

	52
	002013
	Diane Cox – Admin
	41.00
	
	697.76

	53
	
	
- Mileage

	28.80
	
	

	53
	
	
- Salary 
	627.96
	
	

	
	
	Total
	2642.82
	274.17
	2916.99


23/125 To be advised of planning matters including: 
Applications:  


W/23/01531/FUL  Poplars Lodges, Three Cocks Lane, Offenham


Variation of condition 8 on granted planning approval 17/0216/FUL – Three log cabins for holiday lets - Response required prior to this meeting.

OPC comment: OPC object to this application for the following reasons:
1. The original application was approved specifically for the use of holiday lets; it is unfortunate that the business plan did not meet expectations.

2. The PC has previously responded to other similar applications as garden grabbing opportunities and being situated outside the village boundary so feel that the same applies to this application.

3. The PC can not understand the logic of building a further lodge when there has been little interest in the lodges already built

4. This application if approved could be seen as an example to others who wish to circumvent the planning process.
21.
W/23/00835/LB The Priory, Church Street, Offenham


Re-roof 3 internal elevations. Remove all tiles, battens and felt work in the area. Replace with new reclaimed tiles to match existing. Remove lead lined valleys and replace with correct valley tile alternative. Replacement of the undersized sections of gutters with cast iron gutters to match existing.

OPC comment:  No objection
Decisions:
W/23/01416/CAN  Appleshaw House, Main Street. Offenham


Undertake tree works as detailed on application form and in accompanying information. – No objection


W/23/00825/HP  Yew Tree Cottage, Church Street, Offenham


Single storey rear extension – Approved

23/126
To advise items for the next meeting.

· Councillor vacancy
· MUGA update

· Presentation of competition awards
23/127
To consider date and time for next meeting - Parish Council meeting at 7.30 on Monday 2nd October 2023 at Offenham Village Hall.


Meeting closed at 8.55pm.
Signed ………………………………………………………………….     

Date………………..…..


Chairman, Offenham Parish Council

Open Forum

Report from County Councillor, Alastair Adams
Cllr Adams advised that August was usually a quiet month as no meetings had taken place but he was keen to hear if he needed to be made aware of any issues.

Mud on the road was raised as a problem in the village and the narrowing footpath towards Evesham.

He reminded the PC that gullies and ditches may need attention before the winter.
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