LEIGH AND BRANSFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Leigh and Bransford Parish Council held at Leigh and Bransford Memorial Hall at 7.30pm on Tuesday 23th November 2010. 

Present:           
Mr J Sharp (chairman)


Mr M Gloster






Mr R Husband



Mr P Hawkins

Mr L Williamson


Mr P Miller


Mr B Tasker



Mr S Seymour


Mr B Porter






County Cllr C Smith (part meeting)



District Cllr D Hughes (part meeting)


Approximately 40 members of the public (part meeting)


1.    WELCOME AND APOLOGIES
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. Apologies were received from Mr Graham Jones, Mr J Burton, Mr A Warburton and PC Ransome-Williams.
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND CHANGES TO THE REGISTER OF INTERESTS
a) Mr Sharp declared an interest in planning application 10/01321/LBC.
b) There were no changes to the register of interests.
3. OPEN FORUM
The meeting was closed to allow the public present to speak.

Mr G Covins, representing the residents, presented a statement outlining objections to planning application 10/01406/FUL, (Change of use of land at Dragons Orchard). The principle objections were as follows:
1) Access from the site onto the A4103 is unacceptable.

2) The site is beyond the settlement boundary of Leigh Sinton, within open countryside and is therefore unsuitable.

3) The new development would constitute over occupation of the site as laid down in the planning consent for the adjoining land.
4) The European Convention on Human Rights would only apply if the site could be properly classed as the applicant’s home, which it does not in this case. 

5) There is no evidence in the statement provided to support genuine Gypsy status.
6) The county waiting list figures referred to in the application are no longer applicable, the responsibility now being for individual authorities to provide sites to reflect local demand.

The meeting was reconvened.
4.  TO RECEIVE THE REPORT OF THE LOCAL POLICING OFFICER
The PC had tendered her apologies. The clerk noted that she had requested that the PC supply a summary of reported crime in the parish for the next meeting if unable to attend. The Chairman noted that he had contacted the Local Policing Chief Inspector to similar effect. 
5.
TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS HELD ON 28th SEPTEMBER 2010 
Having previously been circulated, the minutes were confirmed and signed by the Chairman. 
6.
TO RECEIVE THE REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER BODIES
a) Worcestershire County Council
Cllr Smith referred to the 24% budgetary cuts at WCC and the likely impact on services.

Regarding the speeding problem on Suckley Road, Cllr Smith noted that he was pleased that positive action was now being taken. With reference to the proposed Gypsy site on Lower Howsell Road, he suggested that opposition to the application focus upon the erosion of the significant gap and the drainage problems at the site.

The chairman asked if WCC had a mobile speed sign that could be borrowed for use in the parish. Cllr Smith asked for a list of locations where members would like to sign to be used. Regarding the repairs requested to the road surface and path in Hop Pole Green, Cllr Smith confirmed that he would be looking at it with David Hunter from WCC Highways the following week.
Mr Seymour asked if there was any progress on reducing the speed limit on the Leigh Sinton to Bransford Road and whether the issue of opening the lay-by at the School could be looked into at the same time. Cllr Smith confirmed that the matter is currently being considered and he would provide an update at the next meeting.
b) Malvern Hills District Council
Cllr Hughes noted that MHDC were in a relatively strong position to weather any cuts without reductions in front line services. 

He thanked Mr Covins for his earlier presentation and confirmed that Cllr Warburton was taking up the matter.
He noted that consultation events for the South Worcestershire Development Plan were currently being held and urged all Parish Councillors to go along. Mr Williamson noted that he had already attended.
Cllr Hughes also urged residents to go along to the forthcoming Gypsy site application, stressing the importance of resident support for objection to the application.

Cllrs Hughes and Smith left the meeting at 7.55pm.
7.
TO CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Mr L Williamson took the chair for the planning section of the meeting.

In relation to application 10/01321/LBC, the point was made that retrospective applications are becoming the norm and some comment should be made to MHDC in this regard.

	L&B

Ref
	MHDC Ref
	Details of Proposal
	Location
	PC Response
	Summary of reasoning

	475
	10/01321/LBC
	Repair & refurbishment of garage store
	Hill House
Brockamin Lane

Leigh, WR6 5JZ
	No Objection
	See note (a)

	476
	10/01406/FUL
	Change of use of land for stationing of caravans for a gypsy family for residential occupation & associated works
	Land at Dragon Orchard,
Dragons Cross

Hereford Road

Leigh Sinton

WR13 5EA
	Objection
	See note (b)

	477
	10/01464/HOU
	Workshop & new boundary fence
	6 Pear Tree Drive
Leigh Sinton

WR13 5EJ
	No

Objection
	None required

	478
	10/01491/FUL
	Conversion of Cider House to residential dwelling
	Acorns Barn
Chapel Lane

Bransford

WR6 5JG
	No objection
	None required


(a) Mr J Sharp, having declared an interest in this application, left the room and took no part in discussions.

No objection on the condition that the windows directly overlooking the neighbouring property are opaque and all windows and doors are in keeping with listed building regulations. Proposed by S Seymour, seconded by M Gloster, agreed by all.

(b) Mr Williamson circulated photographs and outlined the planning history of the site and the matter was discussed, the statement given earlier by Mr Covins being commended.
Mr Gloster proposed that the parish council object to the application on the grounds outlined earlier by Mr Covins. Mr Husband seconded and all were in favour. It was agreed that the chairman of planning should formulate an objection based upon the earlier statement to be forwarded to the clerk for submission to MHDC.

The minutes of the planning committee meeting held on Tuesday 26th October, having previously been circulated, were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the chairman of planning.
8.
TO CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING PLANNING ENFORCEMENT APPEAL

APP/J1860/C/10/2138446
Land at (OS 7789 5008), Lower Interfields
Mr Williamson stated that he did not have a personal or prejudicial interest in the application but, because of the history of this application did not want there to be any hint of bias or prejudice involving the Parish Council. For this reason he would not take part in any vote on the matter. He would however speak on the matter as a resident. He therefore handed back the chair to Mr J Sharp.
Mr Sharp read out the details of the appeal.
The meeting was temporarily suspended to allow Mr Williamson to read out a statement outlining the objections to the grounds for appeal. In summary the main points of objection were as follows:

· The development is a commercial business venture located within the significant gap between Leigh Sinton and Malvern.

· The development and related gateways and fences detract from the rural landscape.

· No need has been established for the development to be located within the significant gap.

· An inappropriate prefabricated building is being re-used at the site.
The meeting was then reopened and the matter was discussed.
It was proposed that the appeal be rejected on the above grounds. In addition that the parish council are of the opinion that the steps required to comply with the notice are appropriate and the timescale within which the steps are required to be taken are acceptable. Proposed by Mr Husband, seconded by Mr Tasker and agreed 7 votes for and none against with 2 abstentions. 

9.
 TO RECEIVE UPDATES ON MATTERS ARISING IN PREVIOUS MINUTES

a) 
Play area – Leigh Sinton 

The chairman had been in contact with Mr Bill. No further feasibility work had been carried out due to lack of funds. Mr Bill had agreed to pass the existing feasibility study to Mr Sharp, though this did not cover the full extent of the proposed work. It was suggested that the parish council now take the lead in this matter and Mr Seymour agreed to approach the Education Department at WCC with a view to them taking on further feasibility work. The Chairman confirmed there was agreement for a 40mph buffer zone in the vicinity.
b) Donation to Memorial Hall 
The parish council are still awaiting a full set of accounts; hence the matter was deferred until the next meeting.

c) Highways Matters

1) Missing road sign – Bransford roundabout 

Confirmation had been received that the sign would be replaced.
2) Condition of road surfaces & verges – Leigh

Mr Porter expressed concern about the mud on the roads and the damage to the verges caused when the potato crop was being moved. The matter was discussed and it was decided no action was required, the mess having been cleared. There was no update on the ongoing issue of the road and verge repairs in Leigh.
3) Condition of road surface & pavement – Hop Pole Green
The matter had been dealt with in item 6a.
4) Proposed installation of safety camera at Bank House roundabout

It was suggested that the mobile sign discussed in item 6a could be deployed at the location.      
d) Speeding on Suckley Road

Mr Seymour thanked Mal Cooke who has been leading the matter for the residents. A meeting attended by representatives of West Mercia Police, West Mercia Safer Roads Partnership, the Parish Council and local residents had agreed that measures to slow down the traffic in the village should be implemented. WCC Highways will initially consider what traffic calming measures can be introduced and the local policing team will be regularly present and use the hand held speed camera as a deterrent.
Possible measures were discussed with a flashing speed sign and Safer Roads Partnership signs requesting that people slow down being suggested. If these actions fail then the Safer Roads Partnership will use their speed cameras as enforcement. The Chairman noted that there would be an article in the next edition of The Sphere.
e) A4103/B4503 Junction – Leigh Sinton

Discussed under item 13.

f) Request for signage and footpath  – Stocks Lane

There was no update at the present time.

g) Coles Green sewage works – temporary hardstanding
It was noted that since construction is still underway there are no grounds for concern at the present time.
h) Repairs to Bransford play area
Mr Porter noted that a swing seat needs to be replaced and a table and seat need to be treated. The chairman requested costings for the next meeting.

  10.

TO DISCUSS PARISH COUNCIL STANDING ORDERS


It was suggested that a small working group be formed to consider the matter, to report back by the March 2011 meeting so that the new Standing Orders could be adopted at the Annual Meeting in May.


The Chairman requested that items 14 and 12 be considered next as they have a direct bearing on item 11.

  14.

TO CONSIDER PARTICIPATION IN THE PARISH COMMUNITY PAYBACK SCHEME

Mr Seymour had attended a briefing session and gave a summary of the workings of the scheme for the benefit of the meeting. Use of the team was estimated to cost £150 per day and as all necessary equipment would also be provided the only additional cost would be the materials needed for any particular job. The view was expressed that the scheme provides an affordable means of getting work done whilst helping offenders to be rehabilitated. The next step would be for members to identify jobs they would like to see done around the parish. 
  12.

TO DISCUSS THE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING PROCEDURES



The chairman proposed that in order to manage our time and resources effectively whilst continuing to meet our obligation to ensure the planning process is open and accessible to the public, we have 6 set planning meetings each year, in addition to a planning section in each parish council meeting. This will allow us to budget effectively and will have the benefit of meeting dates being known in advance, which will be easier for both parishioners and councillors. We will ask for extensions for planning applications where deadlines do not fit within the schedule.


Concern was expressed that delay may be detrimental to the planning process; also that deliberation may be rushed when planning is dealt with as part of an already busy parish council meeting. It was however also noted that the District Council hold planning on set dates rather than an ad hoc basis.


The motion was proposed by Mr Gloster, seconded by Mr Seymour and agreed unanimously.


Mr Williamson expressed concern that on occasion, parish council responses to planning applications were posted on the MHDC website before the wording had been agreed by councillors. It was agreed that in future where possible the wording of the response would be agreed at the meeting at which the application was considered.
  11.

TO DISCUSS THE 2011/12 BUDGET & PRECEPT


The Chairman provided a spreadsheet detailing budget projections for 2011/12, expressing the view that our parish precept is very low compared to the majority of parishes in the county and does not allow us to run our council as we should for the benefit of our parishioners. In addition to providing for the cost of elections in 2011, it was proposed that provision be included to provide 8 days use of the Community Payback Scheme, an increase in provision for open spaces maintenance and a contribution to capital reserve.


The Chairman proposed a budget and precept request of £19,408, which was seconded by Mr Williamson and agreed unanimously.
  13.

TO CONSIDER ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AT THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

Councillors were asked to put forward items for discussion at the next Annual Parish Meeting in order to generate interest and community involvement. The plans for the development of the A4103/B4503 junction in Leigh Sinton and the proposed development of the play area and associated works to the lay-by at the school were suggested.

Mr Williamson also suggested that those giving reports at the meeting provide an A4 handout in addition to their verbal report.
  15.

TO CONSIDER THE LOCAL TRANSPORT PLAN CONSULTATION DOCUMENT



The Chairman summarised the proposals put forward in the document and informed the meeting that 



Individuals can view the document and make comment online or in person at a SWDP meeting
  16.

FINANCE

a)
Accounts paid and received


Accounts Paid

BGS


Lengthsman – August


£88.00


J Barker

Clerk – September


£472.09


BGS


Lengthsman – September

£264.00


HMRC Q2

PAYE/NI



£242.51


HMRC 


Interest




£4.17


P R Denley

Tree Felling



£200.00


D Pritchard

Hedges/grass cutting


£420.65


Viking Direct

Office supplies



£59.99


BGS


Lengthsman – October


£247.50


J Barker

Clerk




£545.63

Accounts Received
None

b) Accounts passed for payment
Kiln House Associates

Laptop charger


£15.49
Leigh Church Committee
Grant 2010/11


£500.00

Malvern CAB


Grant 2010/11


£100.00
         17.
TO RECEIVE THE REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND WORKING GROUPS        


   a)  Planning Committee



Planning applications had already been discussed under item 7.


The following planning decisions from MHDC had been received since the last planning meeting:



Application
Address


Description

PC

MHDC



Reference









decision


1285

Copse Corner, Leigh

Extension

No

Approved












Objection



1043

Cider Mill, Brockamin

change office to

No

Approved







Single dwelling

Objection



1185

Brockamin Lane

Agricultural Track
Withdrawn by applicant

b)  Affordable Housing Group

The Chairman had met with the owner of the preferred site off Sherridge Road who has agreed that part of it could be used for affordable housing.  He had also spoken with the rural housing enabler to discuss a possible provider and Festival Housing had been suggested. He suggested that the next step would be to meet with all parties on site to discuss the matter in more detail. This was proposed by Mr Williamson, seconded by Mr Seymour and agreed unanimously.
c) Footpath Working Group

Mr Seymour has been walking with the PPW Mr Edden and requested that if anyone becomes aware of any problems they let either he or Mr Edden know. There is currently a group of 5 or 6 people meeting and walking the paths regularly.

d) Memorial Hall Committee

There was no report.

e) Community Resilience Working Group

Mr Sharp noted that he had checked all the grit bins and they are full. He also stated that he hoped to have the Emergency Planning document complete before the next meeting.
18.

TO RECEIVE COUNCILLORS REPORTS, QUESTIONS AND ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDA



A letter had been received from the proprietor of The Royal Oak stating that he will be applying for Rural Rate Relief. The chairman stated that no discussion on the matter should take place until a formal application has been received.



Mr Hawkins expressed the view that the parish council should be communicating with the residents regarding the current developments in the affordable housing discussions. It was agreed that a short piece should be put in The Sphere.



It was noted that the landscaping in Chapel Lane that was agreed by The Bank House has yet to be done.  
19.

TO CONFIRM THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Tuesday, 25th January 2011, 7.30pm at the Leigh & Bransford Memorial Hall. 


The meeting closed at 10.10pm








Signed

...........................................








Dated

...........................................

266

