PAGE  

ELDERSFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Eldersfield Parish Council held on 
Thursday 8th January 2009 at Eldersfield Lawn School, commencing at 7.30 p.m.

	Present:
	H.S. Davis (Chairman), C Jeffes, Mrs M Mitchell, D J Tombs, C.J. Whitehead, Mrs R Wilder, O D Williams


	In Attendance:
	County Councillor Tom Wells, 

District Councillor Bronwen Behan 

Mr R Jenkins, Clerk to Longdon Parish Council


	Member of the Public:
	-



1. Apologies for absence

Apologies for absence were accepted from Councillor R.S. Manwaring MBE.

Absent: Councillor N. Stephens.

2. Members to declare interests 

None

3. To adopt the Minutes of the previous meeting 
The Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 13th November 2008 were accepted as a true record of that meeting and were signed as such by the Chairman of the meeting.
4. Matters arising 

None
5. Report from Police Beat Manager

The Police Beat Manager was not present and no report was available.
6. Reports from District and County Councillors

District Councillor Bronwen Behan said that little had occurred over the Christmas period and she had no formal report to offer. 

County Councillor Tom Wells reported that his attempt to initiate a review of Worcestershire County Council’s (WCC) activities had only narrowly been defeated. He also said that: he thought that WCC’s budget for the coming year would show a rise of about 3.5% over the current year; that no cash had been deposited with Icelandic banks and that recycling was improving, the cost of using landfill being very high. 
There were questions in relation to flooding about the ‘priority’ given to Newhall Brook and what it meant in practice. Neither councillor could give a clear explanation and Councillor Wells expressed the fear that the absence of a budget indicated that expectations would not be met.
7. Disaster Recovery Plan 

Mr Jenkins, Clerk to Longdon Parish Council, made a presentation to the meeting. During the 2007 floods it had become quickly apparent that the key to disaster planning was information: it had to be available and be communicated to those who needed it. For this purpose not only were lists of names, addresses and phone numbers required but also the means to communicate information, ranging from megaphones to fluorescent notice boards. Much would depend on the nature of the emergency and this would be impossible to predict. A box containing well chosen emergency supplies, strategically placed, could be vital.

His offer to discuss the matter in greater detail with the Clerk and interested councillors was gratefully accepted. 

The Chairman expressed to him the thanks of the meeting.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    8. Flood prevention:

The Clerk reported that WCC had confirmed in the days before Christmas that planning consent was not required for the demolition of the stone bridge and its replacement by a wooden one. These works would now be put in hand, although progress would depend on the weather and availability of resources. 

9. Public Comment:

None.

10. Publication Scheme

The Clerk explained that new requirements were being imposed by the Information Commissioner. After a brief discussion it was RESOLVED that the draft Model Publication Scheme and the Statement of Information available under the Model Publication Scheme as circulated prior to the meeting (and attached hereto at Appendix A and Appendix B respectively) be adopted by the Council.

11.  Planning matters

PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
SECTION A

SUMMARY OF PLANNING DECISIONS SINCE LAST MEETING

08/01161/FUL
Stable block and extension and gravel access track

· Rose Cottage, Corse Lawn, Gloucester GL19 4LY

· Mr Mike Kurton
Council’s Comments

We note the application is for equine and leisure related use and is therefore an appropriate development of the site. On the condition the manure from the liberty stables is regularly removed from the site and the vehicle movements referred to in the Access Statement (not seen by the Council) do not create an impact on the neighbourhood, we support the application.

Permitted
08/01245/FUL
Springfield Cottage Corse Lawn Gloucester GL19 4LU

· Two storey extension to rear

· Mr Andrew Beastall
Council’s Comments

This application for a two storey extension is contained to the rear of the property ad will sit sympathetically with the existing cottage whilst meeting the objective of creating more living accommodation. There will be little or no impact o the adjacent properties and we therefore support the application.

Refused

08/01506/FUL
Demolition of existing derelict garage/store building and erection of new garage/store building with ancillary living accommodation

· Upper Denbury House Swinley Lane Corse Lawn Gloucester GL19 4PF

· Mr N Burton & Mr S Smith

Council’s Comments

We are comfortable with the demolition and rebuild of an existing garage/store however the provision of ancillary living accommodation totally dominates the proposal to such an extent that it could be construed as a ‘new build’ and set a dangerous precedent. We therefore cannot support this specific application

Refused

08/01623/FUL 
Demolition of skittle alley structure.  New lean-to roof canopy to front elevation.  New external wall including windows and doors where alley demolished.

· The Butchers Arms, Lime Street, Eldersfield, Gloucester, GL19 4NX
· The Butchers Arms Public House
Council’s Comments

Under a major element of this proposal an existing skittles alley/function room would be demolished, thereby considerably reducing the area available for licensed activities.

The skittles alley is obviously in a poor condition but we do not believe that its replacement or restoration is essential to the continued commercial viability of the pub.

We support the application.

Permitted

SECTION B 

SUMMARY OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS AWAITING DECISION

08/01581/FUL
Proposed new agricultural building (general purpose hay, and tractor store)
· Berth House Moorend Road Eldersfield Gloucester GL19 4NS

· Mr R Patte 

Council’s Comments

This traditional general purpose hay barn is to be situated at the rear of the property and will have no visual impact on any neighbouring property. We support the application.

Application Pending Consideration 

12. Authorisation of Disbursements

Council RESOLVED that the following disbursements be made:

£
222.27
Mr J L Gabbott  (clerk)

£
59.23
Inland Revenue

13. Correspondence: 
To note the following correspondence:
Received:

· CALC: Model Publication Scheme (circulated by email)

· CAPRI: thanks in respect of Grant

· Corse Lawn Cricket Club: thanks in respect of Grant

· Information Commissioner’s Office: requirements for 1 Jan 09

· St John the Baptist: thanks in respect of Grant

14. Future Meetings

It was noted that as per resolution under item 18 of 13th November 2008 the future meetings of the Council would be held at 7.30 p.m. on the following Thursdays in 2009: 12th March, 14th May, 9th July, 10th September and 12th November.
15. Any other business

The Clerk reported that 

· An open day will be held by BWB Consulting to display the findings of the first stage of the Flood Study at Priory Lodge Hall, Great Malvern on Monday 26th January, 9am to 7pm

· WCC are to hold a budget information meeting for parish councillors on Friday 23rd January at County Hall, starting at 6.30 pm (apply Suzanne Ford 01905 728713)

· The Council had been informed by CAPRI that National Grid had lodged a planning application in respect of land east of Flat Farm. It was the intention of CAPRI to call a  meeting of all local councillors.

· Flooding of the B4211 near the school had been identified. The Commoners and WCC would be informed.

· MHDC had made available web space for the Council to have a website; preparation in hand
· The Clerk would attend a training meeting.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.03 pm.
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