29.

MINUTES of Offenham Parish Council meeting 
held at Offenham Village Hall on Monday 4th December 2023 
Parish Councillors:


Marc Farmer, Chairman

As per attendance register:   

Kathleen Henderson
Sheila Briers

Marcus Taylor





Ian Graham 

James Moclair

Matthew Rea





Samantha Muxworthy



In attendance:



Diane Cox (Clerk)



Aaron Powell, District Councillor
23/173
Apologies 

None
23/174
To receive Declarations of Interest updates to Members’ Register 

Cllr Rea for planning item.
23/175
Open Forum 


Appended to the minutes
23/176
Meeting re-opened and the minutes of the previous meeting were considered.


The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 6th November 2023 were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
23/177 To be advised of any urgent matters not herewith included (at the Chairman’s discretion)

None

23/178  To receive Clerk’s report and progress updates on current issues
VAS (Vehicle Activated Signage)

· The VAS has been ordered and will be delivered to Maurice Parkinson for installation once the poles are in place.
Lloyds Bank mandate

· The clerk contacted Lloyds Bank for clarity on the recent mandate update posted to them; they advised that they have not received it.  A duplicate form has now been received for completion and return.  It may be prudent to hand it in to the local branch rather than rely on the postal system.

Biodiversity policy update from CALC

· It was reported in the recent CALC update that the Government places a duty on all local authorities, including parish councils, to from time to time consider what action the authority can properly take to further the general diversity objective. To comply with guidance town and parish councils could as a minimum:


1. Have biodiversity as an agenda item for a meeting before the end of 2023.


2. Note what action in respect of biodiversity is already taking place locally.


3. Agree what further steps to take at this stage.

· Becca Bratt, Natural Networks Officer has supplied a Biodiversity Enhancement Assessment for Offenham.

Rooftop Housing feedback

· A visit by a representative from Rooftop Housing was made to a resident in Norval Crescent regarding household waste left on view in the rear garden bordering the access to the recreation ground.  She advised that she is working with their tenant to improve the situation.
Play Area

· Maurice Parkinson will be attaching notices to the gates of the play area shortly requesting users to close the gate after use.

26.

Recycling centre visit

· The requested visit to the recycling centre at Norton will be postponed until a later date when both Councillors Taylor and Muxworthy are available to attend.

23/157
To receive correspondence. 
 
 Circulated by email prior to this meeting.
23/158
To consider applications for councillor vacancy.  


None received.
23/159
To consider dates for meetings in 2024

A copy of the dates has been supplied to all councillors, all being the first Monday of the month except when there is a Bank Holiday.
23/160
To receive updates on the hedgerow project.  


Cllr Henderson stated that one of the organisations offering grants were requesting 3 quotations for plants, 2 quotations had been received showing significant differences in prices.  Each organisation would only offer funding for one hedge.  The clerk asked what costs may be involved should the grants not be forthcoming so that the PC could budget for expenditure; various discussions took place followed by the agreement that should it be necessary the PC would approve funding up to £5k.  Proposed IG, seconded MR. Cllr Briers stated that current prices suggest that the cost would be much lower.  Cllr Henderson advised that a further meeting with Mr Di Marco would be taking place on Friday for further discussions on the 35 metre hedging project.  Cllr Farmer is instrumental in applying for funding and would be able to update the PC at the next meeting.
23/161
To receive update of community speedwatch scheme  

Cllr Rea advised that he had received information that the delay in the vetting process in West Mercia and other forces was due to a decision to vet all current policing staff.  This is a lengthy process because of the numbers involved but it does mean that the Community Speedwatch volunteers would have to wait some time. The chairman suggested that the use of DBS checking could be an option to save time subject to the agreement of WM police.  Cllr Rea will look into this.
23/162
To consider update on the proposed MUGA in the recreation ground.

The clerk advised that the query raised by the WDC Engineering team in response to the planning application regarding the tarmac surface has been addressed and the planning officer has been emailed with information to them. Cllr Rea stated that the use of the sound reducing pads were of a good design to reduce noise.  No additional comments were made in addition to those raised in open forum with the District Councillor.
23/163
To consider annual review of asset register

The clerk advised that it was time for the annual review of the asset register; nothing has changed since the annual audit.  It was agreed that the asset register would be approved and it was noted that figures would alter if the MUGA was installed.  Proposed SB Seconded KH.

23/164
To consider quotation for VAS signage  


A quotation has been received for the purchase of a solar powered VAS at a cost of £2339.99 + vat.  It was agreed to accept this quotation.  Proposed MR Seconded IG.
23/165
To consider inclusions for monthly Parish Magazine.
· Vacancy for councillor

· MUGA update
· Household bulky waste removal.
27.
23/166
Member & committee reports:

  
Report from Footpath Warden – None

Report updates on Rural Communities –  None

VHC -  Cllr Henderson advised that the Thursday coffee morning continues to thrive.  She added that plans for the new extension to the hall have been updated.


Disaster Emergency Plan (only if updates have taken place) – None


Cllr Taylor left the meeting at 9.15pm

23/167
To receive financial update and approve bills for payment etc
At bank: 

Current account 0649818
£31559.66

as at  20.10.2023

Deposit account 7277881
£54065.16

as at  20.10.2023

Fixed Term Deposit (3 months)
        £10000.00

Bills for payment:

	V no
	Chq no
	Payee & reason for payment
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	63
	2021
	Royal British Legion
	20.00
	
	20.00

	64
	2022
	Offenham Cricket Club
	1500.00
	
	1500.00

	65
	2023
	Offenham Village Hall
	30.00
	
	30.00

	66
	2024
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	140.00
	28.00
	716.40

	67
	
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	457.00
	91.40
	

	68
	2025
	Diane Cox – Admin
	44.00
	
	700.76

	69
	
	
- Mileage

	28.80
	
	

	69
	
	
- Salary 
	627.96
	
	

	
	
	Total
	2847.76
	119.40
	2967.16


23/168
To consider projects for 2023/24 and budget requirements for setting precept for 2023/2024

Following on from the last meeting for projects for the new financial year, it was also suggested that outdoor table tennis could be considered, the clerk advised that Cllr Taylor had mentioned that this facility was well used in a neighbouring parish. Discussions took place regarding the setting of the precept, it was agreed that no increase should take place again this year.  Whilst it was recognised that there may be a shortfall in the level of income received it was decided that this could be made up from reserves.  Proposed IG Seconded KH.
23/169
To receive report from Cllr Briers on quarterly inspection of accounts

Cllr Briers confirmed that the quarterly inspection of accounts had taken place and advised that the accounts were in order.
23/170 To be advised of planning matters including: 
Applications:  


W/23/01911/FUL  Apple Tree Barn, Leasowes Road, Offenham


Full planning application for the demolition and redevelopment of a Class Q consented building and its replacement with a new dwelling at Land off Leasowes Road, Offenham – comments have been already submitted due to time constraints.

OPC comment:  Offenham PC objects to this application for the following reasons:

Class Q permission was granted on 6th June 2023 to convert the asbestos-clad barn to a new dwelling under General Permitted Development Order (GPDO), which is generally permitted if the majority of the exterior of the new dwellings consists of the materials from which the agricultural building was made, and does not exceed it’s footprint.  This is what is now being described in the latest application as a “fallback position”.


By August 2023, as visible on the drawings, the applicant appointed an architect and drawn up plans for the Class Q building to be demolished and replaced by a larger conventional brick built detached house occupying a different footprint. The detached triple-bay garage is on agricultural land and no “change of use” to domestic cartilage has been applied for.

Offenham Parish Council believes that this two step approach was conducted with the aim of cynically and deliberately circumventing the planning process to build a house and garages of considerable greater value than those permitted by the Class Q consent.  Why had they not simply applied for the barn to be knocked down and be replaced by the brick dwelling? Because they knew that they would not have been approved, as it would clearly not fall under the GDPO and would be governed by more stringent rules of the National Planning Policy Framework and the policies of the SWDP regarding development in open countryside.

28.


Their argument now is that the new dwelling would be less harmful to the character of the surrounding landscape than the converted tin shack (the fallback position).  We disagree with that assertion, since this is a two storey house and garage (without consent for change of use to domestic cartilage) on prime horticultural growing land, and thus entirely out of keeping and proportion.


There is a direct comparison to be made with application W/22/01680/FUL, which was refused and recently dismissed on appeal. The same criteria apply to this objection.

In addition, the plans show the existing hedgerow on Leasowes Road as being retained, Observation of the site on 8th October 2023 showed that the hedge had been grubbed out with an agricultural wire fence in its place. They may intend replanting the hedge but the existing is certainly not retained.


W/23/01972/FUL  Offenham Recreation Ground, Main Street, Offenham


Installation of multi-use games area (MUGA) in the recreation ground. – This application was submitted by Offenham PC.

Decisions:


W/23/00835/LB  The Priory, Church Street, Offenham


Re-roof 3 rear internal roof elevations. Remove all tiles, battens and felt in work area. Replace with new reclaimed tiles to match existing. Remove lead lined valleys and replace with the correct valley tile alternative. Replacement of undersized sections of gutter system with cast iron gutters to match existing. – Approved.

23/171
To advise items for the next meeting.

· Councillor vacancy
· MUGA update

· Hedgerows

· Assessment of buildings of interest.

23/172
To consider date and time for next meeting - Parish Council meeting at 7.30 on Monday 4th December 2023 at Offenham Village Hall.


Meeting closed at 9.55pm.
Signed ………………………………………………………………….     

Date………………..…..


Chairman, Offenham Parish Council

Open Forum

Natalie Sabin gave a presentation on Biodiversity and how positive changes could be made in Offenham.

A resident complained about the surface of the track in the recreation ground and asked questions about procedures for dropped kerbs.

Another resident raised several issues that she was concerned about in the village including the possibility of producing and displaying a plan of the village showing road names. Additionally she raised parking issues in Boat Lane which she considered being dangerous and the poor condition of the verges and weeds.  She went on to complain about the unsightly state of a garden area with discarded household waste piling up.
Report from District Councillor Aaron Powell.
· Update on the planning application in Three Cocks Lane
· Railway ticket offices to remain open
· Designs for homes in Laurels Avenue have now been produced.

Councillors raised the planning application for the MUGA in the recreation ground to the District Councillor, raising queries in relation to the comment from WRS. The response made was vague in that it related to artificial grass which is not applicable.  Also there is a suggestion that a 3metre fence be installed which would require planning permission and be out of character.  Cllr Powell stated that he would speak to the planning officer.
PAGE  
1
Offenham Parish Council Minutes  6th November 2023

Chairman’s initials………………


