29.

MINUTES of Offenham Parish Council meeting 
held at Offenham Village Hall on Monday 4th December 2023 
Parish Councillors:


Marc Farmer, Chairman

As per attendance register:   

Kathleen Henderson
Sheila Briers

Marcus Taylor





Ian Graham 

James Moclair

Matthew Rea





Samantha Muxworthy



In attendance:



Diane Cox (Clerk)



Aaron Powell, District Councillor
23/173
Apologies 

None
23/174
To receive Declarations of Interest updates to Members’ Register 

Cllr Rea for planning item.
23/175
Open Forum 


Appended to the minutes
23/176
Meeting re-opened and the minutes of the previous meeting were considered.


The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 6th November 2023 were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
23/177 To be advised of any urgent matters not herewith included (at the Chairman’s discretion)

None

23/178  To receive Clerk’s report and progress updates on current issues
VAS (Vehicle Activated Signage)

· The VAS has been ordered and will be delivered to Maurice Parkinson for installation once the poles are in place.
Lloyds Bank mandate

· The clerk contacted Lloyds Bank for clarity on the recent mandate update posted to them; they advised that they have not received it.  A duplicate form has now been received for completion and return.  It may be prudent to hand it in to the local branch rather than rely on the postal system.

Biodiversity policy update from CALC

· It was reported in the recent CALC update that the Government places a duty on all local authorities, including parish councils, to from time to time consider what action the authority can properly take to further the general diversity objective. To comply with guidance town and parish councils could as a minimum:


1. Have biodiversity as an agenda item for a meeting before the end of 2023.


2. Note what action in respect of biodiversity is already taking place locally.


3. Agree what further steps to take at this stage.

Due to ongoing hedgerow planting project and the presentation received at the last meeting from 
Natalie Sabin, it is considered that OPC is complying with the directive.


Becca Bratt, Natural Networks Officer has supplied a Biodiversity Enhancement Assessment for 
Offenham.

Rooftop Housing feedback

· A visit by a representative from Rooftop Housing was made to a resident in Norval Crescent regarding household waste left on view in the rear garden bordering the access to the recreation ground.  She advised that she is working with their tenant to improve the situation.
Play Area

· Maurice Parkinson will be attaching notices to the gates of the play area shortly requesting users to close the gate after use.
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23/179
To receive correspondence. 
 
 Circulated by email prior to this meeting.
23/180
To consider applications for councillor vacancy.  


None received.
23/181
To receive updates on the hedgerow project.  


Cllr Henderson stated that the planting on Saturday went well, all whips were used up with a few more required to finish the hedge. She added that the farmer may purchase the remainder and finish the job themselves.  The Chairman thanked Cllrs Henderson and Briers for all their hard work to make the project happen and also added thanks to all volunteers who attended.

Cllr Henderson advised that the dates for the next phase of planting on Evesham Road will be 21st January with the third phase being on the 25th February in Laurels Road.
23/182
To receive update of community speedwatch scheme  

Cllr Rea advised that he had received confirmation that volunteer DBS checks were not accepted by West Mercia so we would have to wait, however he had contacted other forces with some advising that a NPPV level 1 check for just the co-ordinator would be acceptable so he would put that to WM Police.
23/183
To consider update on the proposed MUGA in the recreation ground.

Nothing in addition to open forum comments.
23/184
To consider formal acceptance for Iain Selkirk to act as Internal Auditor.

It was agreed to continue to use the internal audit services provided by Iain Selkirk.  Proposed IG, Seconded MF.

23/185
To consider the assessment of buildings of interest within the parish.

It was agreed that further research was required.

23/186
To consider inclusions for monthly Parish Magazine.
· Cllr Henderson will report on the hedge planting and pass on thanks to all volunteers.
23/187
Member & committee reports:
  
Report from Footpath Warden – None

Report updates on Rural Communities –  None

VHC -  None


Disaster Emergency Plan (only if updates have taken place) – None

23/188
To receive financial update and approve bills for payment etc
At bank: 

Current account 0649818
£30010.89

as at  20.11.2023

Cheques to the value of £1520. are not yet presented.

Deposit account 7277881
£54124.85

as at  20.11.2023

Fixed Term Deposit (3 months)
        £10000.00
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Bills for payment:

	V no
	Chq no
	Payee & reason for payment
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	70
	2026
	HMRC
	486.17
	
	486.17

	71
	2027
	Offenham Village Hall
	30.00
	
	30.00

	72
	2028
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	158.00
	31.60
	333.60

	73
	
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	120.00
	24.00
	

	74
	2029
	Diane Cox – Admin
	41.00
	
	1031.61

	75
	
	
- Mileage

	14.40
	
	

	75
	
	
- Salary inc backdated pay award to April
	976.21
	
	

	76
	002030
	Worcestershire CALC
	30.00
	6.00
	36.00

	77
	002031
	Elan City Ltd
	2339.99
	468.00
	2807.99

	
	
	Total
	4195.77
	529.60
	4725.37

	
	
	
	
	
	


23/189 To be advised of planning matters including: 

Applications:  


W/23/02241/FUL  Dormy House, Three Cocks Lane, Offenham


Proposed agricultural building to replace existing buildings

OPC comment: No Objection

W/23/02354/LB  The Priory, Church Street, Offenham


Re-roof East and far North roof elevations with reclaimed clay plain tiles to match existing.

OPC comment:  No Objection


W/23/02264/HP  Windy Hollow, 3 Bennetts Hill, Offenham


Two storey rear extension

OPC comment:  No Objection

Appeal:


APP/H1840/W/23/3327200  Sparrows Cottage, Laurels Road, Offenham


Permission in principle for proposed construction of 3 self build dwellings and associated works

OPC:  No additional comments

Decisions:


None to date

23/190
To advise items for the next meeting.

· To consider possibilities to improve safety due to parking in Main Street.
23/191
To consider date and time for next meeting - Parish Council meeting at 7.30 on Monday 8th January 2024 at Offenham Village Hall.


Meeting closed at 8.35pm.
Signed ………………………………………………………………….     

Date………………..…..


Chairman, Offenham Parish Council

Open Forum

Report from District Councillor Aaron Powell.
· WDC 4 year strategy, informal consultation due.
· Laurels Avenue development – WDC money has been set aside for the development.

· Planning application for development in Three Cocks Lane will be reconsidered at Planning Committee after the developer supplied changes to the original submission.
· Newtown/Evesham Rd – Holiday lets application has resulted in Personal permission being granted after planners have worked with the applicant, this permission is not transferrable.

· MUGA – District Councillor has had discussions with Jem Teale and Planning Officer Hazel Smith.

Other items raised:

· Chase the installation of VAS poles with Barry Barnes, WCC
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