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MINUTES of Offenham Parish Council meeting 
held at Offenham Village Hall on Monday 5th February 2024
Parish Councillors:


Marc Farmer, Chairman

As per attendance register:   

Sheila Briers

Marcus Taylor








Ian Graham 

James Moclair

Matthew Rea








In attendance:



Diane Cox (Clerk)



Alastair Adams, County Councillor

23/212
Apologies 

Cllrs Muxworthy , Henderson & District Councillor Aaron Powell
23/213
To receive Declarations of Interest updates to Members’ Register 

None
23/214
Open Forum 


No members of the Public present
23/215
Meeting re-opened and the minutes of the previous meeting were considered.


The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 8th January 2024 were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
23/216 To be advised of any urgent matters not herewith included (at the Chairman’s discretion)
· None
23/217  To receive Clerk’s report and progress updates on current issues
Lloyds Bank mandate

· The new mandate has been accepted and approved by Lloyds Bank PLC, new signing instructions are now complete.

MUGA
· The amended location and block plans have been uploaded on to the planning application with re-consultation requests required from the Landscape Officer and WRS.  WRS has now responded stating that if the location of the MUGA is beyond 50m no sound barriers are required.  No comments have yet been made by the Landscape Officer.
West Mercia Grant Application
· Offenham PC has completed a grant application for £2k towards a VAS to be situated in Laurels Road.

Annual Parish Meeting.
· The Annual Parish Meeting is scheduled to take place on the 8th April at 7pm.

WCC notice of road closure
· Order made to close part of U45205 St Milburgh Close from its junction with U45204 Main Street to its junction with U45249 Myatt Road.  Anticipated period 16 days from 9th February to 1st Match 2024.
Wychavon District Council – Laurels Avenue Development.

· Andrew Husbands, Interim Head of Property & Development advised that a letter drop was made on the 31st January to residents who may be affected by the potential development which is due to be submitted to the Planning Department by the end of February.  He stated that posters have been displayed in the village advising of the public event to be held on Monday 12th February.  Cllr Aaron Powell has confirmed that he will be present to speak to residents.
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23/218
To receive correspondence. 
 
 Circulated by email prior to this meeting. The Clerk read out details received regarding allocation of s106 money to Offenham from the annual statement.
23/219
To receive updates on the hedgerow project.  

The Chairman advised that a review meeting had taken place on Friday, 2nd February.  The next phase of planting will take place on the 10th February in Evesham Road, with the third phase following on the 25th February in Laurels Road.  Cllr Briers advised that she had sourced a cheaper supplier of mulch and would order.  Cllr Taylor stated that he had already sprayed the area with weed killer twice and would if necessary strim the area on Saturday morning ahead of planting.
23/220
To receive update of community speedwatch scheme  

Cllr Rea advised that he has been offered 3 dates in March for volunteer training.  2 sites have been confirmed for monitoring, Evesham Road and Three Cocks Lane. He stated that he would be able to use data supplied through the VAS in Newtown to substantiate the issue of speeding traffic, he suggested moving the VAS to another location and monitor around the village.  Cllr Moclair suggested putting an entry on Spotted Offenham to alert residents. 
23/221
To consider update on the proposed MUGA in the recreation ground.

ESP Play advised that their costs have risen with effect from 1st January which means that the PC will need to cover an additional £2925 towards the cost of the MUGA.  Rob Heard advised that he had kept the increase to a minimum.  The increase was proposed by JM, Seconded by SB.  It was agreed that subject to receiving planning permission a letter to the Football Club would be required to invite them to the meeting in March.
23/222
To consider the assessment of buildings of interest within the parish.

Cllr Taylor advised that he had spoken to a resident who informed him that there had been a hut in some form for over 60 years on growing land in Boat Lane.  The resident did not feel that it was of special interest but it may be that the History Society may have views on this.
23/223
To received feedback from Cllr Graham after attending the Two Shires Greenway AGM.

Cllr Graham attended the meeting and reported that it was well supported.  He stated that Stratford upon Avon Council was committed to £1 million but so far nothing from Wychavon DC.  He added that the Department of Transport was focussing on urban projects rather than rural. Salford Priors PC was pledging £600k of S106 and CIL money towards the project, the route from Salford Priors to Wixford was already being cleared. Eagle One were still showing interest in the scheme 
23/225
To consider inclusions for monthly Parish Magazine.
· Age UK leaflet emailed to editor.
· MUGA update

· Community Speedwatch 

· VAS
23/226
Member & committee reports:
  
Report from Footpath Warden – None

Report updates on Rural Communities –  None

VHC -  Cllr Moclair advised that a grant had been applied for to improve the efficiency of the heating system in the hall.  The car charger was being used more frequently.

Disaster Emergency Plan (only if updates have taken place) – None

23/227
To receive financial update and approve bills for payment etc
At bank: 

Current account 0649818
£30931.06

as at  19.01.2024

Deposit account 7277881
£54242.51

as at  19.01.2024
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Bills for payment:

	V no
	Chq no
	Payee & reason for payment
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	87
	002040
	Prees Heath Forest Nurseries                 *
	861.80
	172.36
	1034.16

	88
	002041
	Offenham Village Hall
	30.00
	
	30.00

	89
	002042
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	98.00
	19.60
	435.60

	90
	
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	265.00
	53.00
	

	91
	002043
	Diane Cox – Admin
	49.80
	
	740.98

	92
	
	
- Mileage

	21.60
	
	

	92
	
	
- Salary 
	669.58
	
	

	93
	002044
	Prees Heath Forest Nurseries                 
	1175.40
	235.08
	1443.00

	94
	
	Prees Heath Forest Nurseries                 
	27.10
	5.42
	

	
	
	Total
	3198.28
	485.46
	3683.74


23/228
To approve the quarterly accounts and budget review

The accounts and quarterly budget were emailed to all councillors for inspection.  It was agreed to approve 
both documents.  Proposed JM Seconded SB

 23/229 To be advised of planning matters including: 

Applications:  


W/23/02425/HP  Sunrise, Leasowes Road, Offenham


Proposed single and two storey extensions to form additional living accommodation to include render to walls with brick plinth, lichen window and door casements and horizontal lichen cladding.


OPC comment: No objection

W/2302616/LB  The Priory, Church Road, Offenham


Replacement of first floor timber framed single glazed casement windows with similar style double glazed timber framed casement windows to rear part of building.


OPC comment:  No objection

Decisions:


W/23/02319/GPDQ  Land and Barn at Leasowes Road, Offenham


Notification of prior approval for the proposed change of use of an Agricultural Building to a dwelling house (Class C3), and for building operations reasonably necessary for the conversion. – Approved


W/23/02251/FUL  Dormy House, Three Cocks Lane, Offenham


Proposed agricultural building to replace existing buildings.- Approved


W/23/02264/HP  Windy Hollow, 3 Bennetts Hill, Offenham


Two storey rear extension. – Approved


W/23/02312/FUL  Zenith Nurseries, Land off Three Cocks Lane, Offenham


Erection of two workers caravans (retrospective). – Refused


W/23/01531/FUL  Poplars Lodges, Three Cocks Lane, Offenham


Variation of condition 8 on granted planning approval 17/02016/FUL  -  Three log cabins for holiday lets. – Approved


W/23/02530/HP  Oak Corner, The Cross, Offenham


Oak orangery to the rear. – Approved


W/23/00515/HP & W/23/00516/LB  Old Timbers, Main Street, Offenham


Two storey single storey oak framed rear extension; new door through existing wall at first floor level; internal stairs removed; internal walls moved at first floor level; existing single storey extension removed; existing ground floor window replaced with new door; rear thatch roof and dormer removed and replaced with tiles; conservation roof light. - Approved

23/210
To advise items for the next meeting.

· MUGA update

· Hedgerow project report

· Community Speedwatch update

23/211
To consider date and time for next meeting - Parish Council meeting at 7.30 on Monday 4th March 2024 at Offenham Village Hall.


Meeting closed at 8.55pm.

Signed ………………………………………………………………….     

Date………………..…..


Chairman, Offenham Parish Council

Open Forum

Report from County Councillor, Alastair Adams
Appended to the minutes
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