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MINUTES of Offenham Parish Council meeting 
held at Offenham Village Hall on Monday 4th March 2024
Parish Councillors:


Marc Farmer, Chairman

As per attendance register:   

Sheila Briers

Marcus Taylor

Kathleen Henderson







Ian Graham 

Samantha Muxworthy
Matthew Rea




















In attendance:



Diane Cox (Clerk)



Aaron Powell, District Councillor
23/232
Apologies 

Cllr Moclair

23/233
To receive Declarations of Interest updates to Members’ Register 

None
23/234
To receive presentation from Brodie Planning Associates for a proposed development on Valefresco land off Laurels Road, Offenham

Wendy Hopkins spoke on behalf of Vale Fresco detailing their potential plans to develop an area of land on Laurels Road with between 22 and 24 dwellings.  She spoke of the importance of having a Neighbourhood Plan and noted that Offenham did not have one in place, she added that Wychavon DC did not have a 5 Year Land Supply and that the SWDP would not be in place until at least the end of 2024.  She went on to add that Offenham would experience development in the village whether it was wanted or not.  Various queries were raised.  Mr Palade who attended alongside Wendy Hopkins was asked why he wished to sell land for development when his company rents land in the village from other farmers, he responded by stating that the land gets tired and needs to be rested.
23/235
Open Forum 


Appended to the minutes.
23/236
Meeting re-opened and the minutes of the previous meeting were considered.


The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 5th February 2024 were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
23/237 To be advised of any urgent matters not herewith included (at the Chairman’s discretion)

· Request from Ashleigh Taylor to have bouncy castle on recreation ground on either 28th or 29th May 

Councillors were willing to support this request subject to confirmation that adequate insurance was in 
place and that adults would be supervising the bouncy castle at all times.  The clerk added that there 
may be disruption to the surface of the recreation ground after the installation of the MUGA which 
needs to advised to the user.
· Request from VHC for grant towards projects – defer to next meeting.

A general request for funding towards various ongoing projects was received from the VHC which 
would need to be added to the next agenda, however the clerk suggested that rather than look at all 
projects perhaps the most urgent would be more realistic.  Cllrs Henderson and Briers advised that 
the solar battery is available at a reduced price for a limited time only.

· To consider entry in the Wychavon Parish Games, maximum fee £89 same price as last year. Invoice to be issued in July.

Councillors agreed to continue to support Offenham’s entry in the Parish Games.  Proposed MF 
Seconded KH.
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· Harvington Neighbourhood Development Plan – consultation ends 16th April

The clerk had emailed a copy of the changes to the proposed plan and asked councillors to send any 
comments to her prior to the end of the consultation; it would appear that few amendments had been 
made.
23/238  To receive Clerk’s report and progress updates on current issues
Annual Parish Meeting.

· The Annual Parish Meeting is scheduled to take place on the 8th April at 7pm.

Lengthsman/ Contractor

· Maurice Parkinson has supplied confirmation of Public Liability Insurance cover for the next 12 months.

Flooding at Offenham Cross

· The recent flooding issues have been raised with County Councillor, Alastair Adams who has requested WCC Highways to escalate the necessary works to repair the drainage issues which were reported several months ago.

Wychavon District Council, S106 payment

· Heather Peachey advised on the 27th February that she had sent the OPC invoice for the 1st instalment of the MUGA payment to the finance department for payment, no payment has yet been received by the bank.  WDC advise it can take up to 10 days to receive payment but should we not receive it by Thursday they will investigate.  No payment can be made to ESP Play Ltd until the payment has been received from WDC.

MUGA 

· Maurice Parkinson has agreed to remove any excess poor quality soil from the recreation ground which is surplus to that required for levelling the football pitch and future nature corner.

Worcestershire CALC – Wychavon area AGM

· To be held by zoom on the 6th March at 7.30pm.  Details have been emailed to all councillors.

Nigel Huddlestone MP

· Nigel Huddlestone has asked to update residents with a report in the parish magazine.  He has been supplied with the editor’s contact details.

Church Clock

· At the recent clerk’s gathering it was advised that due to an amendment in the Levelling Up Act which gained Royal Ascent in December, CALC guidance has changed in that where there is a power to do so, consideration may now be given to maintenance of church clocks under the 1957 Parish Council Act.  The directive is that it is only a “power” and not a requirement and should be considered in the same way as other grant requests by requesting organisations accounts.

23/239
To receive correspondence. 
 
 Circulated by email prior to this meeting.  Marketing letters were available to read at the meeting.
23/240
To receive updates on the hedgerow project.  

Cllr Henderson advised that 2 hedges were completed, Laurels Road will require additional plants to finish but this is planned for 9th March.  The Chairman requested copies of paid invoices so that he can finalise the grant application.
23/241
To receive update of community speedwatch scheme  

Cllr Rea advised that training dates have been supplied and need to be agreed by volunteers. Data from the VAS in Newtown shows that 9% of traffic towards Evesham and 15.6% from the direction of Evesham were speeding.  This data has been shared with West Mercia Police.  Discussions took place around moving the VAS to another location.  The clerk advised she would chase up the grant application she submitted to West Mercia to assist with the cost of another VAS.  It was also mentioned that the PC should consider purchasing another battery to ease movement of the VAS between locations.
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23/242
To consider update on the proposed MUGA in the recreation ground.

ESP Play came to site on Friday and took final measurements and undertook a risk assessment and access assessment which is required by the planning department.  The 15th April was agreed as a start date, the Contracts Manager would confirm all details to the clerk.  Maurice Parkinson attended the site and was involved in discussions regarding soil movement, he stated he was happy to undertake this work and could also remove excess soil that was not required to level out the pitch and create a nature area.
23/243
To consider action required, if any, for the Annual Parish Meeting.

Various discussions took place including the start time of 7pm.  Invitations to village organisations will be issued shortly, the Chairman confirmed that he would address the invitation to the Friends and the PCC.
23/244
To consider re-advertising vacancy for Parish Councillor. 

It was agreed to re-advertise the vacancy for a parish councillor after a period of no interest.  There will be an entry in the magazine and notices displayed.
23/245
To consider inclusions for monthly Parish Magazine.
· MUGA update

· Community Speedwatch - Cllr  Rea to draft entry
· VAS 
· Hedgerow project – Cllr Henderson to draft entry

· Parish Councillor vacancy
23/246
Member & committee reports:
  
Report from Footpath Warden – None

Report updates on Rural Communities –  None

VHC -  Cllr Briers advised that the planning application for the changing room / meeting room extension had been submitted.  The treasurer was applying for grants for all projects.

Disaster Emergency Plan (only if updates have taken place) – None

23/247
To receive financial update and approve bills for payment etc
At bank: 

Current account 0649818
£30376.56

as at  20.02.2024

Deposit account 7277881
£54302.40

as at  20.02.2024

Bills for payment:

	V no
	Chq no
	Payee & reason for payment
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	95
	002045
	Royal British Legion
	20.00
	
	20.00

	96
	002046
	Worcestershire CALC
	30.00
	6.00
	36.00

	97
	002047
	Offenham Village Hall
	30.00
	
	30.00

	98
	002048
	HMRC
	405.60
	
	405.60

	99
	002049
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	175.00
	35.00
	210.00

	100
	002050
	Diane Cox – Admin
	41.00
	
	732.18

	101
	
	
- Mileage

	21.60
	
	

	101
	
	
- Salary 
	669.58
	
	

	
	
	Total
	1392.78
	41.00
	1433.78

	
	
	
	
	
	


23/248
To receive report from Cllr Briers after the quarterly inspection of accounts

Cllr Briers confirmed that she had undertaken the inspection and that everything was in order.
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 23/249 To be advised of planning matters including: 

Applications:  


W/24/00339/HP  The Old Vicarage, Main Street, Offenham


Addition of a balcony to the rear elevation.

OPC comment:  No Objection

W/23/00526/FUL  Westland Nurseries (Offenham) Ltd, Station Road, Offenham


Demolition of existing glasshouse and construction of extension to agricultural building plus hard standing

OPC comment:  No objection


Decisions:

W/23/01478/FUL  4 Three Cocks Lane, Offenham


Change of use of land to allow parking of Tipper at residential property – Approved


W/23/01911/FUL  Apple Tree Barn, Leasowes Road, Offenham


Full planning application for the demolition and redevelopment of a Class Q consented building and its replacement with a new dwelling at land of Leasowes Road, Offenham. – Approved


W/23/01972/FUL  Offenham Recreation Ground, Main Street, Offenham


Installation of a multi-use-games-area (MUGA) in the recreation ground. - Approved


W/22/02253/FUL  Land at (OS 0565 4613) , Three Cocks Lane, Offenham


Proposed 34 dwellings, open space and vehicular access from Three Cocks Lane – Approved


W/23/02354/LB  The Priory, Church Street, Offenham


Re-roof Easr and far North roof elevations with reclaim clay plain tiles to match existing. - Approved


W/23/02425/HP  Sunrise, Leasowes Road, Offenham


Proposed single and two storey extensions to form additional living accommodation to include render to the walls with brick plinth, lichen window and door casements and horizontal lichen cladding. – Refused


Planning appeals:


APP/H1840/W/23/3327200  Sparrows Cottage, Laurels Road, Offenham


Appeal decision - Dismissed
23/250
To advise items for the next meeting.
· Village Hall grant/donation application

· To consider purchase of additional VAS battery

· Comments for Harvington Neighbourhood Plan, if any

23/251
To consider date and time for next meeting – Annual Parish Meeting followed by Parish Council meeting starting at 7.00 on Monday 8th April 2024 at Offenham Village Hall.


Meeting closed at 9.15pm.

Signed ………………………………………………………………….     

Date………………..…..


Chairman, Offenham Parish Council

Open Forum

Report from District Councillor, Aaron Powell
· He advised that he would chase up Enforcement in relation to the site on Evesham Road/ Aldington junction.

· WDC strategy focussing on wellbeing and mental health

· He advised that a village NHP would be worthwhile and would add weight to decision making.  He was asked for contact details for WDC officer who could provide assistance.

· He covered a number of points raised by Wendy Hopkins in her presentation for Brodie Planning Associates.

Offenham Rovers
· Representatives from Offenham Rovers attended and the MUGA timetable was explained, they were asked if they would attend the meeting in May to discuss the pitch.
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