1.

MINUTES of Offenham Parish Council meeting 
held at Offenham Village Hall on Monday 13th May 2024
Parish Councillors:


Marc Farmer, Chairman

As per attendance register:   

Sheila Briers

Kathleen Henderson
James Moclair






Samantha Muxworthy
Matthew Rea




















In attendance:



Diane Cox (Clerk)



Aaron Powell, District Councillor


Alastair Adams, County Councillor
24/001
Apologies 

Cllrs Graham & Taylor

24/002
To receive Declarations of Interest updates to Members’ Register 

Cllrs Moclair, Henderson & Briers for items relating to the village hall.123/234

24/003
Open Forum 


Appended to the minutes.
24/004
Meeting re-opened and the minutes of the previous meeting were considered.


The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 4th March 2024 were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
24/005 To be advised of any urgent matters not herewith included (at the Chairman’s discretion)


None 

24/006
To receive Clerk’s report and progress updates on current issues
Flooding at Offenham Cross

· The recent flooding issues have been raised with the County Councillor.  Alastair Adams has requested WCC Highways escalate the necessary works to repair the drainage issues which were reported several months ago.

Defibrilator

· The defibrillator was used for legitimate reasons last week but unfortunately the Ambulance service did not notify us through “The Circuit” that it had been used which resulted in a period of time when it was thought that it may have been stolen.  A report was made to the police after several hours passing and the RBL Club was approached regarding CCTV recordings.  Thankfully after a post was added to Spotted Offenham the truth emerged.  The reason we became aware that the defibrillator was missing was because the cabinet door was left open, had the door been closed we would not have known which suggests that a more regular check is required on the cabinet.

Lengthsman scheme

· WCC have digitalised the scheme which means that clerk’s will be inputting every activity that the lengthsman completes.  Feedback from clerks to CALC is that it is labour intensive and puts pressure on the clerk’s time.  WCC issued instructions to clerks at almost 5pm on Friday 5th April in readiness for the 8th April start date when they will send access links to use the “Dashboard”.

BT phone box

· Damage to the phone box has been reported to BT, the broken glass was being cleared by Cllr Graham for safety.

Severn Trent Water

· Severn Trent Water is having to undertake work in Boat Lane after water and sewage was flooding the area.  Boat Lane Brewery was known to have to close due to the problem.  Cllr Graham highlighted the infrastructure issues when addressing the planning committee on the development in Three Cocks Lane.  At the time it was not considered to be an issue and the application was approved.

2.
MUGA

· Maurice Parkinson was liaising with ESP Play contractors when the MUGA work began about the movement of the soil, he was advised that they could drop the soil in piles on the football pitch which could be scattered later, 2 piles were moved but the majority of the soil is still piled up next to the MUGA.  Maurice is now aware of the situation and will address this shortly.

My Parish Website hosted by WCC

· WCC will decide in April if it is to continue hosting the websites for 87 of the 151 parishes in Worcestershire including Offenham.  If they decide to stop the service then a 12 month notice period will be given. CALC is currently in talks with 4 companies but the cost to set up new websites is advised to be in the region of £500 with ongoing charges thereafter.  

RoSPA report

· Playsafety Ltd has issued the report on the play area and recreation ground.  A small number of issues were raised some of which are already on our local contractor’s to do list.  The condition of the goal posts was mentioned but it is understood that the football club has purchased new posts.

Parish Magazine

· Phil Williams will no longer be the editor of the magazine.

Damage to chain fencing at the Wharf

· Maurice Parkinson has made repairs to the fencing; PC Prentice was informed of the incident.
24/007
To receive correspondence. 
 
Circulated and emails forwarded as received prior to this meeting.
24/008
To receive updates on the hedgerow project.  

The Chairman made the final report with the project now completed.  A grant of £2061.56 was received from the Tree Council which covered all but the guards for both hedges in Evesham Road and Laurels Road.  The total cost of the hedge planted in Three Cocks Lane was covered by a donation.  All works were undertaken by volunteers.
24/009
To receive update of community speedwatch scheme  

Cllr Rea advised that training was scheduled for Monday 22nd April when all but one volunteer could attend.  
24/010
To consider update on the proposed MUGA in the recreation ground.

The MUGA was completed today with the removal of the track and fencing tomorrow.  We will be advised when the markings can be added to the tarmac.  Maurice Parkinson will be moving the soil to flatten the pitch when the weather is dry to avoid damage to the surface of the rec, he has already removed unsuitable soil from the site.
24/011
To consider request from VHC for a grant towards project.

A letter was received from the Village Hall committee requesting a donation or grant towards their ongoing projects.  A set of accounts was supplied at the last VH AGM which the clerk attended on behalf of the PC.  A battery to support their solar panels was required at a cost of £4500, £2k lower that the previous quotation.  

Discussions took place and it was decided to grant a donation of £4500 to cover the cost of the battery at the reduced price.  Proposed MF Seconded MR.
24/012
To consider the purchase of a solar panel for VAS to enable easier movement between locations.

The clerk advised that the cost of the solar battery is quoted as £404.80 plus vat from Elan City UK who were the suppliers of the original VAS.  It was agreed to purchase the solar battery by all members present.  Proposed JM Seconded MF.
24/013
To consider request from WCC Highways for comments on the proposed extension to No Waiting signs in Blackminster.

No objections were raised to this request.
3.
24/014
To consider inclusions for monthly Parish Magazine.
· MUGA update

· WCC Website details to report potholes
· Request for photos of flooding to be emailed to County Councillor

24/015
Member & committee reports:
  
Report from Footpath Warden – None in addition to report given in Annual Parish meeting.

Report updates on Rural Communities –  None

VHC -  None in addition to report given in Annual Parish meeting

Disaster Emergency Plan (only if updates have taken place) – None

24/016
To receive financial update and approve bills for payment etc
At bank: 

Current account 0649818
£50875.02

as at  20.03.2024

n.b  The cheque for the first instalment for the MUGA has not yet been presented - £27k  

Deposit account 7277881
£54362.36

as at  20.03.2024

Bills for payment:

	V no
	Chq no
	Payee & reason for payment
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	104
	002053
	Prees Heath Forest Nurseries              *
	304.50
	60.90
	365.40

	105
	002054
	ESP Scotland Ltd                                 *
	22500.00
	4500.00
	27000.00

	
	
	Cheques issued before 31st March 2024

Sub total
	22804.50
	4560.90
	27365.40

	1
	002055
	Playsafety Ltd
	160.00
	32.00
	192.00

	2
	002056
	L Hope  (website)
	43.19
	
	43.19

	3
	002057
	Offenham Village Hall
	60.00
	
	60.00

	4
	002058
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	755.00
	151.00
	1023.60

	5
	
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	98.00
	19.60
	769.65

	6
	002059
	Diane Cox – Admin
	64.07
	
	

	7
	
	
- Mileage

	36.00
	
	

	7
	
	
- Salary 
	669.58
	
	

	
	
	Total
	24690.34
	4763.50
	29453.84


Please note that payments marked with an asterisk (*) were signed and issued prior to this meeting to comply with invoice dates.  In both cases these payments were issued in financial year 2023-24.





24/017
To approve the quarterly accounts and budget review
Quarterly accounts and budget end of year review had been emailed to all councillors.  These were 
accepted and approved by all councillors present.  Proposed KH Seconded MR.

 24/018 To be advised of planning matters including: 

Applications:  


W/24/00419/FUL  Offenham Village Hall, Main Street, Offenham


Erection of a single storey extension, incorporating roof mounted air source heat pump, providing changing rooms and associated facilities for the sports fields.

OPC comment: No objection

W/24/00537/HP  Cross Nurseries, Evesham Road, Offenham


First floor extension and alterations.

OPC comment:  No objection

Decisions:


W/23/00526/FUL  Westland Nurseries (Offenham) Ltd, Station Road, Offenham


Demolition of existing glasshouse and construction of extension to agricultural building plus hard standing. - Approved


W/23/02614/LB  The Priory, Church Street, Offenham


Replacement of front sash windows - Approved

4.
24/019
To advise items for the next meeting.
· To consider applications for Parish Councillor
24/020
To consider date and time for next meeting – AGM & Parish Council meeting starting at 7.30 on Monday 13th May 2024 at Offenham Village Hall.


Meeting closed at 9.35 pm.

Signed ………………………………………………………………….     

Date………………..…..


Chairman, Offenham Parish Council

Open Forum

Report from District Councillor, Aaron Powell
· Planning permission granted for 6 plots on the land at the Aldington junction.

· Planning application will be submitted shortly for the land at Laurels Avenue.
Report from County Councillor, Alastair Adams
· Flooding at crossroads is due to utilities company damaging pipe work when the road was dug up for installations.  Mark Morris is “on the case”.

· Work near school has now been completed

· Grants for voluntary group start again for the new financial year.
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