

LEIGH AND BRANSFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Leigh and Bransford Parish Council held at Leigh and Bransford Memorial Hall at 7.30pm on Tuesday 25th January 2011. 

Present:           
Mr J Sharp (chairman)


Mr M Gloster






Mr R Husband



Mr B Tasker





Mr S Seymour



Mr B Porter


Mr G Jones



County Cllr C Smith (part meeting)



District Cllr A Warburton (part meeting)


Several members of the public (part meeting)


1.    WELCOME AND APOLOGIES
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. Apologies were received from Mr P Hawkins, Mr L Williamson, Mr P Miller, District Cllr Mr D Hughes and PC Ransome-Williams.
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND CHANGES TO THE REGISTER OF INTERESTS
a) Mr Sharp declared an interest in planning application 10/01321/LBC.
b) There were no changes to the register of interests.
3. OPEN FORUM
The meeting was closed to allow the public present to speak.
Residents from Bransford made representations regarding the ongoing problem of flooding in the area, noting that the issue had been ongoing for over 10 years dating back to the road construction works. 

Cllr Smith stated that the problem was principally the responsibility of the County Council and he would follow it up. He agreed to organise a site meeting with the chief highways engineer, Mr Hunter, to be attended by Mr Sharp, Mr Gloster and Mr Tasker on behalf of the Parish Council.
A letter that Mr Gloster had received from MP Harriet Baldwin asking what action the parish council intended to take was read out. The clerk was requested to write back to Mrs Baldwin outlining the course of action to be taken and requesting that she lend her support to the efforts being made to expedite the matter.
A resident noted a recent report stating that MHDC had funds available to assist householders who had incurred costs due to flooding. Cllrs Smith and Warburton agreed to approach their respective councils in this regard. 
The meeting was reconvened.
4.  TO RECEIVE THE REPORT OF THE LOCAL POLICING OFFICER
The PC had tendered her apologies. A brief report from the PC summarising crime trends in the general area was read out, noting that there were no particular problems other than speeding. The clerk was requested to   
ascertain whether any actual or more parish specific information was available.
5.
TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS HELD ON 23rd NOVEMBER 2010 
Having previously been circulated, the minutes were confirmed and signed by the Chairman. 
6.
TO RECEIVE THE REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER BODIES
a) Worcestershire County Council
Cllr Smith outlined the probable impact of cutting over £60 million from the County Council budget over the next 3 years, stating that many back office posts were likely to be cut and that non statutory services and public transport would probably take a disproportionate hit.
Regarding item 10 on the agenda, it was noted that the main road to Bransford through Leigh had not been gritted in the recent snow. The chairman read out a letter received from Environmental services in response to his complaint regarding this. The County had agreed to clear the gullies to reduce the amount of standing water and to add the road through Leigh to the list of primary routes with immediate effect. The chairman suggested that Suckley road should also be added to this list.

Mr Tasker informed the meeting of his dealings with the hub in an effort to secure gritting for Post Office Lane. Cllr Smith agreed to follow the matter up and the clerk was requested to write to highways also in this regard.
Mr Porter raised the problem he had had in contacting highways directly out of office hours. The chairman informed the meeting of the appropriate emergency contact number to use.

b) Malvern Hills District Council
Cllr Warburton outlined the likely impact of the reduced level of funding to MHDC, which had been more severe than had been expected. Whilst front line services would be protected, restructuring of management and back room posts and cuts to non statutory services were likely.
Whilst the district and county councillor were present, the matter of the lay-by development at the primary school was raised. Mr Seymour had met with the school and education department. 

The opportunities for development discussed were a) to open up the lay-by to make an in and out car park for 30-40 cars and b) the possibility of the field behind it becoming a play area. The school are waiting for the landowner to come back to them with a price. The possibility of leasing the land was discussed. The parish council could consider taking responsibility for the cost and the land would be eligible for grants from Sport England. In order for the car park to be developed the road would need a right turn central area, road widening and a review of the speed limit. It was suggested that a site meeting be convened with councillors and representatives from the highways department at the school to see the extent of the parking problem at school pick up time.
The possibility of linking the scheme to the possible roundabout development was discussed and the meeting was temporarily suspended to allow a resident, Mr Beard, to raise the issue of road safety at the coach stop and T junction and the possibility of this improvement to this also being incorporated into the plan. 
Cllrs Warburton and Smith and the majority of the public present left the meeting at this point.
7.
PLANNING 
a) Minutes.


Minutes of the planning committee meeting held on 14th December were confirmed and signed.

b) Matters arising from previous planning minutes.

Development on land adjacent to Sandlin Cottage, Sandlin.

Mr Seymour had spoken with a neighbour who had confirmed there to be 10 horseboxes on the site and also that horse boxes were being washed out. The chairman read out a letter received from MHDC Development Control confirming that an enforcement case was being put together.
c) Planning Applications

	L&B

Ref
	MHDC Ref
	Details of Proposal
	Location
	PC Response
	Summary of reasoning

	481
	10/01321/LBC
	Repair & refurbishment of garage store
	Hill House
Brockamin Lane

Leigh, WR6 5JZ
	No objection
	See note a

	482
	10/01605/HOU
	Erection of first floor extension, conservatory & resiting of septic tank
	Bank View Cottage
Brockamin

Leigh WR6 5LA
	No objection
	See note b

	483
	10/01618/FUL
	Proposed agricultural building, formation of a forge within an existing stable and extension of stables to form tack room, feed room, office & W.C.
	Guinness Park Farm
Leigh Sinton

WR13 5EQ
	No objection
	n/a

	484
	10/01616/HOU
	Conversion of garage to form ancillary accommodation
	Guinness Park Farm
Leigh Sinton

WR13 5EQ
	No objection
	n/a

	485
	11/00009/FUL
	Replacement dwelling
	Orchard Cottage

Leigh Sinton

WR13 5DQ
	No Objection
	n/a

	486
	10/01599/FUL
	Creating new access and driveway
	The Bush

 Ashfields

Leigh Sinton

WR13 5DH
	No objection
	n/a


Note a)
The chairman had declared an interest in this item and with drew whilst it was being discussed, the chair being taken by Mr Gloster. The Parish Council has no objection to the application on the condition that obscured glass is used in the windows overlooking the neighbouring property.

Note b)
No objection on the condition that the conservatory timbers are given a natural wood finish.
d)
To consider the following planning appeal:


Planning Inspectorate Reference: APP/J1860/A/10/2143116/NWF

Proposal:
Change of use of land for siting of 10 no. Gypsy caravan pitches, construction of 10 no. Hardstandings, driveways, access and drainage works and erection of 10 no. associated day rooms.

Location:
Land at 9OS 7812 5036), Lower Howsell Road, Malvern, Worcs

Appellant:
Mr & Mrs J & E Smith

It was noted the application would go to MHDC Northern Area Development Committee on 2nd February and the chairman would speak on behalf of the Parish Council and focus upon the issue of the infringement of the strategic gap and the environmental impact of the development. He urged as many councillors as possible to attend to lend weight to the objection.
The above referenced appeal to the Planning Inspectorate, on the grounds that the statutory period in which a decision needs to be made has been exceeded, was then discussed. The Parish Council took the view that the appeal was unfair as the time limit had only been exceeded due to the cancellation of the scheduled development control meeting due to adverse weather. The application had quite reasonably been rescheduled for the next available meeting.

e) Planning decisions from MHDC 

None had been received
f) Potential residential building land adjacent to The Bank House

The chairman had been contacted by agents acting for the owners asking if the Parish Council would have any objection to the building of affordable housing and bungalows for private sale on the site. At this point item 12a was brought forward.

12
a) A meeting had taken place between Festival Housing and the Rural Housing Enabler at the preferred site in Leigh Sinton at which Festival Housing had expressed an interest in developing affordable housing at the Bank House site too. Festival will be coming back to the parish council with comments. 

The meeting was temporarily suspended to allow a parishioner to ask about the choice of site and housing association and whether any comment had been made on the issue of access to the site. The chairman confirmed that the site had been judged to be the most suitable of those put forward and that if Festival confirmed their interest in going forward then a further meeting would be convened at the site.
8.
 TO RECEIVE UPDATES ON MATTERS ARISING IN PREVIOUS MINUTES
a) 
Play area and lay-by development – Leigh Sinton 
Covered in item 6b.
b) Donation to Memorial Hall 
The parish council are still awaiting a full set of accounts; hence the matter was deferred until the next meeting.

c) Highways Matters

1) Missing road sign – Bransford roundabout – Not yet replaced
2) Condition of road surfaces & verges – Leigh – No update
3) Condition of road surface & pavement – Hop Pole Green – The matter is in the hands of Cllr Smith
4) Suggested locations for installation of mobile safety – The matter is in the hands of Cllr Smith
5) Speeding on Suckley Road – The chairman read out an update from the Chief Inspector. He had noted that the engineering possibilities are limited, signs will be put up soon and enforcement action will also commence very soon.
6) Request for signage & footpath – Stocks Lane – No update. It was further noted that the de-restriction sign is obscured. Mr Jones agreed to ask the Lengthsman to cut back vegetation. 
d) Repairs to Bransford play area – Mr Porter had priced up the materials required and it was suggested that this would make a good subject for the free day with the Community Payback Scheme. A budget of £200 for the materials was approved and Mr Seymour agreed to liaise with the Community Payback Team.
e) Suggested tasks for the Community Payback Scheme – Work to the footpath off Secers Lane where 6 stiles need replacing was suggested.
f) Annual parish meeting – To be carried forward to the next meeting.
  9.

TO DISCUSS FLOODING IN BRANSFORD   



Discussed in item 3.

  10.

TO DISCUSS ROAD GRITTING DURING RECENT SNOW


Grit bins are required in Post Office Lane, on Orchard Way and in the dip by the stream on Sandlin Way.



The clerk to write to WCC.
  11.

FINANCE

a)
Accounts paid and received


Accounts Paid

J Barker

Clerk – November



£523.28

BGS


Lengthsman – November


£173.25

BGS


Lengthsman – December


£115.00

J Barker

Clerk – December



£540.35

HMRC


3rd Qtr 2010/11



£38.76

Accounts Received
None

b) Accounts passed for payment
None

         12.
TO RECEIVE THE REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND WORKING GROUPS        

a) Affordable Housing Group – The matter had already been covered
b) Footpath Working Group
Mr Seymour read out a report from the PPW, Terry Eddon. Mr Eddon had highlighted the work the footpath group are undertaking regarding the categorising and prioritising of the paths in the parish. He also noted that the way-markers and fingerposts requested had been received and that three new members have joined the group.
c) Memorial Hall Committee

There was no report.

d) Community Resilience Working Group

Mr Sharp noted that he had almost completed the contacts section and ran through the various categories. He also circulated a household emergency plan that individual household can use to write a personal plan.
13.

TO RECEIVE COUNCILLORS REPORTS, QUESTIONS AND ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDA



Mr Porter raised his concern about the quality of the water main on the right hand side of the road by the Bank House following a number of leaks there. The clerk was asked to write to Severn Trent.
14.

TO CONFIRM THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next Planning Committee meeting will be held on Tuesday 22nd February and the next full meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Tuesday 22nd March, both 7.30pm at the Leigh & Bransford Memorial Hall. 


The meeting closed at 10.10pm








Signed

...........................................








Dated

...........................................
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