STONE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on

Tuesday 11th January 2011
Present:

Cllrs. J Arbuthnott (Chairman), M Gough



R F Hobson, J A Jordan, Mrs D Bird, Mrs E Hyde, 
M Talbot.
In attendance:

Ms S P Bamford (Clerk)




Mr W Waldron – Lengthsman




Cllr. S Clee



1 member of the public.

1.  
 Apologies:  
Apologies were received from Cllr. Mrs P Whitman.   The reason for absence was      approved.
2.
Declarations of Interest:  None
3. 
 Minutes:

Following a discussion the Minutes of the meeting held on the 16th November 2010   were approved and signed as a correct record.
4.
Progress Reports:
  a.    Police Report


   No report
               b.    Lengthsman’s Scheme

         A450 Shenstone to Mustow Green – Siding out footway.

c. Parish Paths Scheme
No report.

5.   Items requiring Decisions

 a.      Precept
   The Council considered a draft budget for 2011/2012 and a recommendation

    as to the precept.

    RESOLVED that:-

    (a)  The budget for 2011/2012 as set out in enclosure is approved.

    (b)  A precept of £6,500 be set and application also made for a Grant towards

     Churchyard maintenance.   The precept remains unchanged from 2010/2011.
b.      Neighbourhood Watch
                 A discussion was held on the possible action to be taken.   It was agreed that 
                 this would be advantageous, and a working party should be set up.
AGREED Clerk to obtain full information for next meeting.  Councillors to ascertain support for the idea.
c.     Speed Activated Sign

The Council discussed the need for these signs, and agreed they were   effective.    Rock Parish Council has recently purchased two signs, and they may be prepared to hire these out.    
AGREED Cllr. S. Clee to ascertain costs involved.

             d.        Grit Bins
    WCC will not provide any further bins.   
     AGREED leave in abeyance until the Autumn

             e.        Road from Butts Lane to A450
    A letter has been received from Worcestershire County Council  stating that

                        following a survey “there were no defects severe enough to qualify for repair”.

                        Cllr. Clee has agreed to attend a site meeting to investigate the matter.

f.       Co-option of New Councillor
A discussion was held regarding the vacancy following Cllr. M Stinton’s       resignation.

RESOLVED Mr R Wignall is co-opted.
g.      Budget Consultation Meeting
The Council noted the invitation to attend meeting on Wednesday 19th January   at 6.30 pm at County Hall, Worcester.

h.       Notice Boards
Mr W Waldron reported on the new boards in the Parish.   The owner of 66    Kittiwake Drive, Spennells has agreed that a board can be placed on his land. It was agreed that to give access to the public to put their notices  on locked boards, keys would be available from appointed councillors for this purpose.   

AGREED Clerk to obtain quotations for signs stating “Stone Parish Council”.   
6.    Items for Information:

a.     Overhanging Trees Lambsie Lane

This has been reported to the Worcestershire Hub.   Reference number     3628139.

   AGREED Clerk to follow up as no action taken.
b.     Journal of Local Planning

   The Council noted the correspondence received.

c.     Parish Forum

    Receipt of Minutes was noted.
d.    Rushock Parish Council

   The Council noted receipt of Minutes.

e.    Muslim College

Report was given on recent visit. Permission has been received to use the scalpings in nearby field to repair the lay-by if required.
f.    Standards Board –Code of Conduct

   The Code of Conduct is to continue in its present form until further notice.

g.    CALC Meeting

   The Council noted receipt of Minutes.

h.    Speeding Stanklyn Lane
Speed tubes have been requested.    It was suggested the Police presence on    occasions would be beneficial.
   AGREED Police to be contacted.
7.     Financial Report and Payment of Accounts:
  (a)       Bank Balance: 
£4,878.20

  (b)      Accounts Paid:
 Datatrail – Notice Boards
£454.88

 S P Bamford – November Salary
£231.44

 HMRC

£50.40

 W Waldron
£192.00

 S P Bamford – Expenses
£239.38

 S P Bamford – December Salary
£231.44

 HMRC

£50.40

 Total cheques:
£1,449.94

8.       District and County Council Matters and CALC:

                 Cllr. S Clee reported on the County Council budget and cutbacks to be  
                 implemented.   Concern was expressed at cut back of bus service to Droitwich.
                 Cllr. S Clee to investigate.

                 Cllr. J Jordan gave a report on the CALC meeting held in December.

9.       Road Accident Report

          No serious accidents reported.
10.      Planning and Development Control:
a. To note decisions on applications previously considered:

10/0668/FULL – First floor side extension to 37 Kittiwake Drive, Kidderminster – Approved.
           
      b.
   To consider any new applications received by the date of the meeting:

                              None
c.     Applications previously considered:  None
d.       Enforcement Issues:  None
11.       Publications for Information:

            Clerks and Councils Direct

12. Clerk’s Report

(a)    It was reported that the British Legion are celebrating their 90th anniversary   in June, and are seeking assistance with holding parties in the area.

(b)    An invitation has been received from Wyre Forest District Council for Councillors to attend the Chairman’s Charity Dinner on the 11th February 2011.
13. Councillor’s Reports and items for future agendas:
(i)    The Parish Room is now available for meetings.  Cllr. Gough to

 arrange for room to be cleaned and tables provided.

14.         Date of next Meeting:  Annual Parish Meeting followed by Parish Council   
Meeting on Tuesday 8th March 2011 at 7.30 pm at the Parish Room.
 There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.55 pm.

Signed………………………………………….
Chairman – 8th March 2011
Notes on Public Question Time

Ex Councillor Mark Stinton made clear the position regarding his resignation.
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