
NEWLAND PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting of Newland Parish Council held in the Boardroom of The Beauchamp Community at 7.30pm on Monday 24th January 2011.
Present:
Mrs H Jeavons (chair)


Mr A Phillips (vice-chair)
Mr T Yapp



Mr R Mitchell




Mrs O Craze
Approximately 25 members of the public (part meeting)

1.
WELCOME AND APOLOGIES

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. There were apologies from Mr S Patterson, Mr J Jenkins and PC Ransome-Williams.
2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were none.
3.
TO RECEIVE THE REPORT OF THE LOCAL POLICING OFFICER


There was no report.

The meeting was closed at this point to allow members of the public to contribute to a discussion on future development strategy in South Worcestershire.

The chairman outlined the background to the development of the SWDP and summarised the briefing meeting she had attended with Mr Yapp. She then explained the role of the parish council in reporting the view of the parishioners to the District Council and asked for comments from the floor.
In summary, the main points highlighted were as follows:

· Whilst it would be unrealistic to expect no development to take place, the large scale top down development proposed in the SWJCS and preserved in the SWDP is unacceptable. 
· Small scale windfall development meeting local need would be more appropriate.

· Although the Localism Bill shifts the approval of development from District to Parish level, this devolution of power can be overridden in the interests of regional strategy.
· All development should take place on Brownfield sites.

· The Localism Bill proposals require any s106 contributions to be spent within the parish in which the developments take place. A village hall was proposed as a potential use of such funds.

· No development should take place without the development of appropriate infrastructure, particularly the upgrading of the A449, since most new residents will primarily use private cars.

· Any residential building that does take place should be high quality, low density and sympathetically developed. Social housing would not be appropriate but affordable housing should form part of any development.
· Any employment land provision should be for high tech enterprises, not further retail development.
The chairman thanked the parishioners for their input and all left the meeting.

4.
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 2nd December 2010 were accepted by all as a correct record of the proceedings and were signed by the Chairman.

5.
TO RECEIVE THE REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER BODIES

Worcestershire County Council - Cllr Wells was not present.
Malvern Hills Conservators – Mr A Phillips gave the meeting an update from the Conservators, noting the ongoing issue of St Ann’s Well cafe.
6.
TO RECEIVE UPDATES ON MATTERS ARISING IN PREVIOUS MINUTES
a) Missing Letter Box – Beauchamp Community
The new letter box had been installed in December. The chairman thanked the clerk for her efforts in securing the replacement.

b) Highways matters
There was no update, Mr Patterson, who had been following the matter up, not being present.

The chairman raised the issue of the consultation on bus services and the view was expressed that cutting services in the parish would have disastrous consequences.
c) Licence alteration at The Swan
The chairman agreed to provide a copy of the letter received from MHDC to the clerk and vice chair who would then submit a response.

d) Improvements to the footpath outside The Swan

The clerk was requested to contact Cllr Wells for an update. It was noted that the signs put up by the licensee were still in place, bollards are in use and the car park at the rear of the premises being used more regularly. 

e) Proliferation of road signs in the parish
It was noted that a ‘new traffic signals’ sign is still up at the traffic light on Townsend Way together with an unnecessary ‘slippery road’ sign. The clerk was requested to bring the matter to the attention of Highways.

7.
TO CONSIDER THE BUDGET & PRECEPT FOR 2011/12

The chairman summarised the requirement for the parish to provide for the potential cost of holding a parish council election in 2011/12 and the clerk provided an email from the electoral services officer stating that this could cost £1000. A precept request of £4500 was suggested, a £1000 increase on the previous year, to cover this eventuality. Proposed by Mr Phillips, seconded by the chairman and agreed unanimously.
8.
TO CONSIDER A COMMENT ON THE SOUTH WORCESTERSHIRE DEVELOPMENT PLAN


The points raised during the earlier part of the meeting were noted and it was agreed that the chairman should put together a summary for submission to MHDC by 31st January.

9.
TO DISCUSS THE REQUIREMENT FOR PARISH COUNCILS TO REGISTER AS EMPLOYERS AND OPERATE PAYE.


It was noted that following a presentation by HMRC to Worcestershire CALC in December, the parish council had become aware of the need to register as an employer and deduct PAYE at source from the clerk’s pay. The clerk had taken the necessary steps to put the system in place and had submitted the 2009/10 year end return and PAYE payment. 
10
FINANCE
a) Accounts Paid 


HMRC



£329.00


        Accounts received


None

b) The following accounts were approved and passed for payment:


B.G.S


Lengthsman -December 2010


£71.50

HMRC


PAYE to date 2010/11



£347.80

11.
COUNCILLORS REPORTS AND ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDA


It was noted that the footpath on Stocks Lane is breaking up from the seat on the corner to around 30 metres along the road. The clerk was requested to report the matter to highways. 
12.
 TO CONFIRM THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING

 The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Monday, 21st March 2011, 7.30pm in the Boardroom of The Beauchamp Community. 

The meeting was closed at 9.50pm.
Signed
...............................................
(Chairman)

Date
...............................................
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