
Defford and Besford Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting

of Tuesday 25th January 2011
at Defford Village Hall

Present: 
Cllrs Ian Spiers (Acting Chairman), Sonja Lee, Robert Bemand, Roy Ottley and Ron Davis. 
Also present:
Jo Adams, Clerk; 7 members of the public

1. Apologies and Declarations of Interest 

Apologies had been received from Cllrs David Smith and Ann Roe. The following Councillors declared personal, non-prejudicial interests: Cllr Lee: School Governors, Parochial Church Council and Parish Plan Steering Group; Cllr Ottley: Parish Plan Steering Group.

2. Minutes of the meeting held on 14th December 2010 to be confirmed and signed

It was resolved that the Minutes of the meeting of the 14th December 2010 should be accepted and signed as a true record. 

3. Planning 

(a) New applications: 
W/000096/CM Pershore Sewage Treatment Works


Proposal: New Motor Control Centre




Planning Committee: No objection

(b) Wychavon District Council decisions:  There were none
4. Finance: To approve any payments due
The following invoices totalling £270.93 were approved for payment:

Defford Village Hall, hall hire 18/1/11 (Parish Plan); Defford Village Hall, hall hire 25/1/11; 

staffing costs December ’10; Worcestershire CALC, Clerk’s gathering 6/12/11.

A reimbursement of £1114.75 had been received from Worcestershire County Council for invoices paid under the lengthsman scheme. 
5. Maintenance of Open Spaces 

(a) To discuss the quotations for the grass-cutting contract for 2011 – 2013

Quotations had been received from New Farm Grounds Maintenance and LA Garden Services for grass-cutting for 2011 - 2013. The Council decided to accept the quotation from LA Garden Services as it was more competitive.  The number of cuts per year was discussed, with fourteen cuts carried out per year at present. Cllr Davis proposed that the number of cuts on the two churchyards be reduced from 14 to 12 per year, and the number of cuts on the Millennium Green reduced from 14 to 8 per year, with a proviso that additional cuts could be requested if required. Seconded Cllr Bemand and agreed. 
(b) To discuss the proposal to divert footpath 531

The proposal changes the route of the path so that it skirts the edge of the nearby householder’s land rather than going straight across it. The Council had no objection to the proposal. 
6. To discuss the notice board at Besford

Quotations for notice boards were considered. The Council decided that a notice board would be ordered to fit 4 sheets of A4 mounted on a single pole, to be supplied by Notice-It Ltd for £415. 
7. To discuss a response to the County Council proposals for reductions in service to bus routes

Bus route 382, which runs between Pershore and Worcester via Defford and Besford, is one of the routes considered for reduction or withdrawal by the County Council due to cost-cutting measures. It was noted that it is not possible for parishioners without access to a car to get to the shops and services that they need without a bus service. 
As the parish has a relatively high number of retired parishioners, it was considered that a bus service was essential for those who are no longer able to drive, but also for young people to get to Worcester and Pershore in the evening, as facilities in the parish are limited. It was generally accepted that reductions in services needed to be made in order for the County Council to remain solvent, and that the 382 bus service is busier at some times than others. The Council decided that a response be made to the consultation requesting the retention of the 382 bus service with a reduced number of journeys at less busy times. 
8. To consider a quotation for a sign for the car park

The cost for a sign to indicate the presence of the dog waste bin in the car park has been quoted as £54.17 from Archer Signs, to include fixings and delivery. The Council decided that the sign would be purchased. 

9. To discuss streetlighting in the Parish

The Parish has 8 streetlights, five in Harpley Road, two in Hill View and one in Crown Lane. There are no Parish streetlights in Besford. In the interests of saving money and reducing its carbon footprint, it has been suggested that the Parish Council arrange for its streetlights to illuminate in the evening and early morning only rather than all night. This would save approximately £170 per year. 
The photocells on each streetlight would need to be changed but these are supplied in bulk quantities and the parish requires only 8. As the County Council is also investigating the possibility of reducing streetlighting costs under its Better Outcomes, Lean Delivery (BOLD)  initiative, the Parish Council decided to await these proposals with a view to carrying out changes to its streetlighting in conjunction with the WCC’s countywide programme. 
10. Councillors reports  

(a)  County Councillor A Hardman

County Councillor Hardman was not present.

(b)  District Councillor R Davis

i.  District Cllr Davis reported that final figures had now been received from Central Government, requiring a reduction in spending of £1.8M over 2 years, instead of over 4 years as previously thought. The Council’s reserves currently stood at £33.5M. 
ii. There would be no increase in car parking charges for the remainder of this Council year but there may be increases after the election in May with the proposal to increase parking charges to 50p for half an hour. 
(c)  Parish Councillors

i. Cllr Lee asked if the Housing Needs Survey discussed at the meeting in November 2009 was to be carried out. 

ii. Cllr Lee reported that the footpath sign indicating the alley between Spring Bank and Crown Lane needs to be reinstalled. 

iii. Cllr Spiers noted an increase in motorcycles speeding excessively on the stretch of the A4104 from the Oak public house to Turnpike Cottage. 
11. Correspondence and matters to be raised for next agenda 

i. An email from Eckington Parish Council asks if Defford & Besford PC wish to share a flashing speed sign. The councillors decided that they would be interested subject to further details and confirmation of the cost of the scheme. 
ii. A demonstration power-cut pack has been received from Central Networks. 
iii. A parishioner had reported that a drain was leaking water onto the road surface in Salters Lane.

12. To confirm date of the next meeting 

The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Tuesday 8th March 2011 at 7.45pm. 

Public Questions

i. Road surfaces on Bakers Hill and Upper Street were noted as needing repairs. The potholes on Bakers Hill have been reported to the County Council. 

ii. A parishioner asked if the ditches in Bluebell Lane could be dug out so that surface water ends up here rather than running down the road surface. 

iii. A parishioner thanked the Clerk for arranging for the pathways in the alleyway between Hill View and Harpley Road to be cleared of overhanging vegetation.  
iv. A parishioner reported that mud from damaged grass verges on Harpley Road was being washed down the road and blocking a drain further down, as well as causing the Village Hall car park to become slippery. 

The meeting was closed at 9.30pm.
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