6.

MINUTES of Offenham Parish Council meeting 
held at Offenham Village Hall on Monday 13th May 2024
Parish Councillors:


Marc Farmer, Chairman

As per attendance register:   

Sheila Briers

James Moclair

Ian Graham






Samantha Muxworthy
Matthew Rea




















In attendance:



Diane Cox (Clerk)



Aaron Powell, District Councillor


Alastair Adams, County Councillor
24/025
Apologies 

Cllrs Graham & Taylor

24/026
To receive Declarations of Interest updates to Members’ Register 

None
24/027
Open Forum 


Appended to the minutes.
24/028.
Meeting re-opened and the minutes of the previous meeting were considered.


The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 8th April 2024 were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
24/029 To be advised of any urgent matters not herewith included (at the Chairman’s discretion)

· To ratify the decision to purchase a VAS incorporating the grant allocated from West Mercia Police. - £2k grant £339.99 from parish funds.

It was agreed by all that the shortfall for the cost of a new VAS was to be covered by PC funds.  
Proposed MR, Seconded MF
24/030
To receive Clerk’s report and progress updates on current issues
Road Traffic Accident, Offenham Cross

· Details of the RTC were reported to Councillor Alastair Adams by a resident, he is arranging for a member of the WCC Highways team to look at the location to see if any further action can be taken.

Defibrilator

· Defib UK Ltd are still awaiting stock to be received from The Netherlands, they have been advised that delivery is due shortly.

My Parish Website hosted by WCC

· No feedback has yet been received; the clerk has contacted Cllr Adams for an update.

Offenham Rovers Football Club

· Offenham Rovers played their final “home” game at Evesham United’s ground.  Discussions are required with them on the location of goal positioning in the recreation ground for their new pitch.

Parish Magazine

· Claire Penny is the temporary editor for the magazine, the clerk has received several enquiries about who to contact regarding placing an entry.

Former Councillor Tony Ward OBE

· The funeral of former councillor Tony Ward took place on Friday 10th May at St Mary & St Milburgh Chuch, Offenham.  Tony was responsible for recovering funds after a serious fraud took place some time ago with the theft of funds from not only Offenham PC but other local parishes too.

7.

Discharge of condition for planning application for the MUGA.

· The application has been submitted to WDC but will not be processed until they receive payment.  A cheque for £145 will be signed at tonight’s meeting.

24/031
To receive correspondence. 
 
Circulated and emails forwarded as received prior to this meeting.
24/032
To consider applications for councillor vacancy.  

 None received, however one resident would like more information.
24/033
To receive update of community speedwatch scheme  

Cllr Rea advised that four of the volunteers are ready to start monitoring at some time this month; two volunteers are yet to receive training.  He supplied extensive data to the PC from the VAS positioned in Newtown and also when moved to Laurels Road, it was agreed to use this data for best effect to consider timing for community speedwatch monitoring.  Further discussions took place regarding the siting of the new VAS which will be ordered this week, it was suggested that due to the recent road traffic accident, it should be used on Evesham Road to slow down traffic at the cross roads.
24/034
To consider update on the proposed MUGA in the recreation ground.

The MUGA is due to have the markings added on the 16th May, this should complete the installation process.  The Chairman suggested a formal training programme by a professional for users on getting the best use form the MUGA.  He would be able to provide details for the next meeting.  It was suggested that this could be used as part of a formal opening event possibly at the beginning of school holidays.
24/035
To consider annual renewal of insurance

The clerk advised that there was a significant increase in premium due to the addition of the new MUGA, the cost provided was £2005.97 and she requested that the insurance company look again at pricing as she felt that the cost was too high.  They came back with a reduced figure of £1893.66, a cost that they would hold for 3 years.  Proposed MF Seconded SB.
24/036
To consider continued membership of Worcestershire CALC.

It was agreed to continue membership as it was considered to be an essential source for guidance and advice for both the clerk and councillors.  The fee this year is: £966.19 plus vat. Proposed MF Seconded IG.
24/037
To consider actions required for this year’s Garden and Hanging Basket & Container competition.

It was decided that judging should take place in July.  The clerk offered to judge with the assistance of at least one member of the PC, both Cllrs Briers and Muxworthy agreed to judge.  An entry is to be placed in the parish magazine.
24/038
To consider actions required for PC attendance on Wake Day.

Cllr Rea would again supply a gazebo for the stall, Cllr Moclair offered help to set up the gazebo and stall.


Hourly slots to man the stall were agreed:  


1.30pm

Councillors Moclair & Rea


2.30pm

Councillors Farmer  & Taylor


3.30pm

Councillors Briers, Muxworthy & Henderson (if available)

The Chairman stated that he would be able to make A3 copies of information for display.

24/039
To consider inclusions for monthly Parish Magazine.
· Advise garden competition judging is taking place in July

· Cllr Rea will provide a report on Community Speedwatch.

8.
24/040
Member & committee reports:
  
Report from Footpath Warden – The footpath warden was advised about an entry on Spotted Offenham regarding the lady who slipped into a ditch whilst walking PROW 511.  He advised that he went to view the location and discovered that there was a minimum of a metre wide strip that was not ploughed and therefore adheres to rules however he would contact WCC to inform them.

Report updates on Rural Communities –  None

VHC -  Cllr Moclair advised that agreeable discussions had taken place with the RBL Club regarding their use of the village hall car park.  

Disaster Emergency Plan (only if updates have taken place) – None

24/041
To receive financial update and approve bills for payment etc
At bank: 

Current account 0649818
£25925.73

as at  19.04.2024

Deposit account 7277881
£54418.51

as at  19.04.2024

Bills for payment:

	V no
	Chq no
	Payee & reason for payment
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	8
	002060
	DeFib UK Ltd
*
	163.00
	32.60
	195.60

	9
	002061
	Evesham United Football Club
*
	80.00
	
	80.00

	10
	002062
	Elan City Ltd
*
	404.80
	80.96
	485.76

	11
	002063
	ESP Scotland Ltd
*
	66251.00
	13250.20
	79501.20

	12
	002064
	Wychavon District Council
	145.00
	
	145.00

	13
	002065
	Offenham Village Hall
	4500.00
	
	4500.00

	14
	002066
	Worcestershire CALC
	966.19
	173.34
	1139.53

	15
	002067
	Iain A Selkirk
	150.00
	
	150.00

	16
	002068
	Offenham Village Hall
	30.00
	
	30.00

	17
	002069
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	1400.00
	280.00
	3033.60

	18
	
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	248.00
	49.60
	

	19
	
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	880.00
	176.00
	

	20
	002070
	Diane Cox – Admin
	41.00
	
	798.78

	21
	
	
- Mileage

	88.20
	
	

	21
	
	
- Salary 
	669.58
	
	

	
	
	Total
	76016.77
	14042.70
	90059.47


 24/042
To receive report from Cllr Briers on quarterly check on accounts.

Cllr Briers confirmed that she had undertaken the quarterly check and found the accounts to be in order.

 24/043
To receive report from Iain Selkirk – Internal Auditor

Mr Selkirk’s report had been emailed to councillors prior to this meeting.  It was agreed to approve his report 
that showed that no issues had been raised

24/044
To approve the Annual Governance Statement 2023/24


It was agreed to approve the Annual Governance Statement.  Proposed SB Seconded JM

24/045
To approve Accounting Statements for 2023/24  

It was agreed to approve the Accounting Statements.  Proposed SB  Seconded JM.

 24/046 To be advised of planning matters including: 

Applications:  


None within parish but concerns were raised about the planning application at Sidings Cottage.  Cllr Graham would format a response and supply it to all councillors for approval or alteration.
9.


Decisions:

W/24/00419/FUL  Offenham Village Hall, Main Street, Offenham


Erection of a single storey extension, incorporating roof mounted air source heat pump, providing changing rooms and associated facilities for the sports fields. – Approved


W/23/02616/LB  The Priory, Church Street, Offenham


Replacement of first floor timber casement windows with similar style double glazed windows to rear of building -  Approved
24/047
To advise items for the next meeting.
· Community Speedwatch update

· MUGA launch

· Offenham Wake 
24/048
To consider date and time for next meeting – Parish Council meeting starting at 7.30 on Monday 3rd June 2024 at Offenham Village Hall.


Meeting closed at 9.42 pm.

Signed ………………………………………………………………….     

Date………………..…..


Chairman, Offenham Parish Council

Open Forum

A resident raised the issue of a lady slipping into the ditch on PROW 511, he stated that the width did not comply with landowner responsibilities for a PROW on their land.  The clerk advised that she had contacted the Footpath Warden to bring the event to his attention.  This case will be submitted to the County Councillor for any action required from WCC.

The treasurer of the Village Hall gave an update following on from the Annual Parish meeting.  He advised that he was seeking a grant for the Infrared heating from WDC.  He was also seeking a grant of £2k for soundproofing.  He added that he was meeting with the architect to discuss tenders for the proposed extension and also the Football Assn regarding funding for the changing rooms, further enquiries were made to WDC for access to s106 money from the Laurels / Leasowes development.
Offenham Rovers FC

· Two representatives from the football club were present to discuss the new pitch and arrange a meeting with the PC and contractor to establish goal locations etc.  The clerk advised that she would liaise with Maurice Parkinson to arrange a meeting at the recreation ground.
Report from District Councillor, Aaron Powell
· Cllr Powell advised that no WDC meetings had taken place in the last month due to elections.
· Theft of traffic lights at Aldington junction.

· Planning application submitted for Sidings Cottage in Badsey & Aldington parish

· The next planning meeting will be held on the 23rd May including an application for 100 houses off Evesham Road, CLeeve Prior.

· D Day celebrations on 6th June.

Report from County Councillor, Alastair Adams
Full report appended to minutes.
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