13.

MINUTES of Offenham Parish Council meeting 
held at Offenham Village Hall on Monday 1st July 2024
Parish Councillors:


Marc Farmer, Chairman

As per attendance register:   

Sheila Briers

James Moclair

Ian Graham






Samantha Muxworthy
Marcus Taylor

Matthew Rea


















In attendance:



Diane Cox (Clerk)






Aaron Powell, District Councillor


Alastair Adams, County Councillor 
24/070
Apologies 

Cllr Henderson 
24/071
To receive Declarations of Interest updates to Members’ Register 

None
24/072
Open Forum 


Appended to the minutes.
24/073.
Meeting re-opened and the minutes of the previous meeting were considered.


The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 3rd June 2024 were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
24/074 To be advised of any urgent matters not herewith included (at the Chairman’s discretion)


None
24/075
To receive Clerk’s report and progress updates on current issues
Defibrillator

· New pads and batteries have now been received and fitted to the defibrillator and the Circuit website has been updated with the expiry date for the pads.

Brodie Planning – Laurels Road (Vale Fresco)

· Brodie Planning will be holding a public consultation event on the 10th July in the village hall from 4pm to 8pm to display plans and information relating to a prospective development and gather feedback. 
Vale Fresco – newly planted hedge

· Cllr Henderson has received notification from Mr Pilade that visibility issues have occurred whilst staff were exiting their site on Laurels Road due to the newly planted hedgerow.  A meeting is scheduled for the 5th July at 1.30pm to discuss the issue with 3 councillors attending.

Audit

· PFK Littlejohn has now confirmed receipt of the documents for audit.

Lengthsman duties

· Maurice Parkinson has been requested to spray the weeds in the verges in Main Street and around the bus shelters and seat.

Recreation Ground

· Fee paying exercise groups have been holding classes on the recreation ground, both groups have been advised that if they wish to use the recreation ground they can not charge fees and should also have in place valid insurance.  

Dropped kerbs

· A resident has complained because there are no dropped kerbs for wheel chair users in the village.  The clerk has contacted the County Councillor who has advised that County Highways can address the issue but there will be a charge for the service.  

14.
VAT Reclaim for MUGA

· The payment to reimburse the PC with VAT charged on the MUGA has now been received; consideration can now be given to investing in a Fixed Term Deposit account to secure better interest rates.

Highways road closure

· Proposed order to close part of (Closure 1) Myatt Road with its junction with St Milburgh Close; (Closure 2)  Myatt Road from its junction with Cherry Close then to its junction with Ferry Lane for footway reconstruction, anticipated duration is 12 days commencing 22nd July.

24/076
To receive correspondence. 
 
Circulated and emails forwarded as received prior to this meeting.
24/077
To consider applications for councillor vacancy.  

 An application has been received from Mr Martin Penny.  It was agreed to approve Mr Penny’s application.  The Chairman will deliver the acceptance form and the declaration of interest to Mr Penny. 
24/078
To receive update of community speedwatch scheme  

Cllr Rea produced statistics for the VAS in Laurels Road and Evesham Road.  The stats for Laurels Road showed proof of the reduction in speeding traffic.  The new VAS installed on Evesham Road requires adjustment to provide data from both entering and exiting the village.  Cllr Rea stated that he has been in contact with Elan City, the suppliers and hoped to address the issue.

He went on to say that 2 people were no longer wishing to be actively involved in speed monitoring leaving a depleted team of volunteers but he was hopeful that some monitoring would take place in July.

24/079
To consider update on the proposed MUGA in the recreation ground.

The Chairman stated that he had contacted both Offenham First School and Blackminster School to promote the opening event on the 7th July but so far only 10 children were registered.  He advised that the cricket club were holding a 9 week junior training event which coincided.  
24/080
To consider feedback from PC attendance on Wake Day.

All councillors confirmed that feedback received was positive with a few specific concerns raised including brambles at the bus stop at the Maypole and loose stones from driveways being deposited on the highway and straw from the roof of the Malt House falling away.  Visitors to the area commented on the community spirit within the village.
24/081
To consider undertaking the annual check of the War Memorial.

Cllr Briers advised that she had been unable to inspect the war memorial this month but would do so shortly.  Defer to next meeting.
24/082
To consider the quotation for treating the bus shelter at the Maypole.

A quotation was received from Scott Taylor to include preparation and re-stain the bus shelter at a cost of £300.  The clerk advised that this was the same price paid for painting the shelter in Laurels Road about 18 months ago.  It was agreed to accept this quotation.  Proposed SB Seconded IG.
24/083
To consider inclusions for monthly Parish Magazine.
· Garden competition judging late July or early August

· Report on the MUGA launch – Chairman to provide report.

24/084
Member & committee reports:
  
Report from Footpath Warden – None

Report updates on Rural Communities –  None
15.


VHC -  Cllr Moclair advised that the VHC had received disappointing news that the football association would not be providing funding as previously suggested by them, they stated that funds would not be available until about 2027 after a processing period.  He added that the treasurer would need time out due to health issues but he was still keen to approach the Lottery Fund, further discussions by the committee will be taking place.

Disaster Emergency Plan (only if updates have taken place) – None

24/085
To receive financial update and approve bills for payment etc
At bank: 

Current account 0649818
£30474.53

as at  20.06.2024

Deposit account 7277881
£54538.75

as at  20.06.2024

Bills for payment:

	V no
	Chq no
	Payee & reason for payment
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	28
	002076
	Wychavon District Council
	94.06
	18.81
	225.74

	29
	
	Wychavon District Council
	94.06
	18.81
	

	30
	002077
	Offenham Wake
	700.96
	
	700.96

	31
	002078
	Offenham Village Hall
	30.00
	
	30.00

	32
	002079
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	660.00
	132.00
	1089.60

	33
	
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	248.00
	49.60
	

	34
	002080
	Diane Cox – Admin
	43.55
	
	741.93

	35
	
	
- Mileage

	28.80
	
	

	35
	
	
- Salary 
	669.58
	
	

	
	
	Total
	2569.01
	219.22
	2788.23


24/086
To approve the quarterly accounts and budget review.


The accounts and budget review had been emailed to all councillors prior to the meeting.  The Chairman asked some questions about the format which was explained by the clerk.  It was agreed to approve the figures.  Proposed SN Seconded JM.
24/087 To be advised of planning matters including: 

Applications:  


W/24/01069/FUL  Merrywell Dog Exercising Paddock at Merry Lane, Offenham 


Change of use from dog exercise paddock with ancillary shepherds hut facilities to short term holiday let on land at Merry Lane.

OPC comment: No objection

Decisions:

None 
24/088
To advise items for the next meeting.
· Feedback from the MUGA event 7th July

· Feedback on the condition of the war memorial

· PCC request for donation towards printing costs

24/089
To consider date and time for next meeting – Parish Council meeting starting at 7.30 on Monday 5th August 2024 at Offenham Village Hall.


Meeting closed at 9.10pm.

Signed ………………………………………………………………….     

Date………………..…..


Chairman, Offenham Parish Council

Open Forum

Report from Aaron Powell, District Councillor
Cllr Powell advised that WDC had had no meetings since the election was called but stated that the next meeting would be in 2 weeks time.

· The Laurels Avenue development application was delayed due to amending the drainage plans but once that had been done the application would be submitted. 

The clerk asked when should the PC approach WDC about s106 funding from this 
application for funding of the village hall extension (the VHC had lost some previous 
s106 funding form Offenham development which WDC had used towards the sports 
hub in Evesham) and an onsite play area and dropped kerb contributions.

· Various discussions regarding the proposed Laurels Rd development and consultation.

Report from County Councillor, Alastair Adams
Full report appended to minutes.
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