16.

MINUTES of Offenham Parish Council meeting 
held at Offenham Village Hall on Monday 5th August 2024
Parish Councillors:


Marc Farmer, Chairman

As per attendance register:   

Sheila Briers

James Moclair

Ian Graham






Marcus Taylor

Kathleen Henderson
Martin Penny















In attendance:



Diane Cox (Clerk)
24/090
Apologies 

Cllrs Muxworthy & Rea.

The Chairman welcomed Martin Penny to the Parish Council.

24/091
To receive Declarations of Interest updates to Members’ Register 

Clrs Moclair, Briers & Henderson for item 12.
24/092
Open Forum 


Appended to the minutes.  Will Saunders gave an informal presentation on what he would be able to provide to set up a new web page.
24/093.
Meeting re-opened and the minutes of the previous meeting were considered.


The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 1st July 2024 were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
24/094 To be advised of any urgent matters not herewith included (at the Chairman’s discretion)

· Hedgerow planted on Laurels Road, Vale Fresco boundary.


Vale Fresco had contacted Cllr Henderson to say that further plants need to be removed on 
the opposite side of the driveway.  The Chairman voiced his disappointment that there was no 
mention of this during the recent meeting held with representatives from Vale Fresco, however 
he added that he would be willing to remove additional plants.  Various discussions took place 
resulting in the suggestion that the weeds to the front of the hedgerow could be strimmed to 
be able to gauge how many plants need to be removed, the weeds being taller than the 
planted hedge. 

· Football in the recreation ground

The football club are in the process of buying safety netting after being awarded a grant from 
the County Councillor.  Members of the PC and the clerk attended the recreation ground to 
assess the needs for protective netting when a match was being played on the 4th August.  It 
was also considered to be essential to have safety signage for the children’s play area.  
Various discussions took place and it was decided that councillors needed to see the type of 
netting the football club had purchased and if it would be suitable to put in place in front of the 
play area.  Offenham Rovers have another friendly match on Sunday and 2 away games 
before the start of the season.  The clerk advised that she had still not received a copy of the 
the FC Public Liability insurance cover.
24/095
To receive Clerk’s report and progress updates on current issues
WCC Highways

· A call was received from Barry Barnes, WCC Highways engineer, who stated that the new VAS situated near the crossroads had been erected on a streetlight; he requested that it was removed as it was not an approved location.  
Road Closure – Station Road, Offenham.  

· To close part of C2047 Station Road from its junction with B4085 Blackminster to its junction with U45207 Merry Lane.  Reason – To take down and rebuild the parapet wall by Network Rail.  Duration:  anticipated 6 days commencing 1st September 2024.
Road closure – Blackminster

· To close part of B4085 Blackminster from its junction with C2047 Station Road to its junction with U45208 Clayfield Road.  Reason:  Railway maintenance (level crossing).  Duration – anticipated to be 1 night commencing 13th August 2024.

17.

Prohibition of waiting.  Blackminster, West side.

· B4085 Station Road, Blackminster from a point 184 metres south of the access road to Blackminster Middle School for a distance of 44 metres in a southerly direction.

MUGA

· The final markings were added to the ground surface of the MUGA on 18th July, the invoice for the final payment has been received.

Archive of minutes and annual audited accounts

· Minutes dated from September 1999 until 31st March 2017 and audited accounts form 31st March 2000 until 31st March 2017 (including information from 1999 – 31.3.2000) were deposited for safekeeping with Worcestershire Archives at the Hive in Worcester.  These documents are held at the Hive and are available for anyone to access during opening hours.  Documents which no longer need to be retained, following guidelines supplied by CALC, have been taken to Shredpro in Stratford upon Avon to be destroyed.

Information Commissioners Office

· The annual data protection fee is due for renewal on the 7th September; the annual fee is £40 which is reduced by £5 when paid by direct debit.

Bus shelter

· Scott Taylor has advised that he will be painting the bus shelter by the Maypole on the 21st August.

Fixed rate deposit

· £10k has been invested for 3 months as approved at the last meeting.  

24/096
To receive correspondence. 
 
Circulated and emails forwarded as received prior to this meeting.
24/098
To receive update of community speedwatch scheme  

Cllr Rea was unable to attend this meeting but had emailed statistics from the VAS to all councillors.  Concerns were raised about speeding in Three Cocks Lane particularly for traffic leaving the village.  It was noted that speeding in Laurels Road had reduced but Cllr Graham advised that he was concerned about the speeding vehicles in Main Street.  It was suggested that Community Speed monitoring could take place from the corner of Ferry Lane and Three Cocks Lane.
24/099
To consider update on the proposed MUGA event in the recreation ground.

The Chairman suggested dates of 15th or the 22nd September would be put forward to the teaching staff for the proposed event.  Once he was aware of the confirmed date he would contact the First School and Blackminster Middle School to advertise the event.  Details should be available for the next meeting.
24/100
To consider undertaking the annual check of the War Memorial.

The clerk advised that the war memorial was in good order; Cllr Briers advised that she would look at it again prior to Remembrance Sunday.
24/101
To consider request for a donation from the PCC towards the running costs of the Parish Magazine

The Chairman advised members that the PC had donated £500 last year towards production costs of the magazine.  It was agreed to donate £500 again this year.  Proposed JM Seconded IG.

24/102
To consider the request from the Royal British Legion Club for a donation towards refrigeration.

Cllrs Moclair, Briers and Henderson left the room for this item. The Chairman read out the letter from Samantha Birch on behalf of the Royal British Legion Club requesting a donation towards essential equipment, she had enclosed 2 quotations and advised that their preferred option was cheapest costing £1234.  It was agreed to make a donation of £1000 towards their costs.  Proposed MF Seconded
IG.
24/103
To consider annual review of Standing Orders. 

The clerk advised that no amendments had been made this year.  It was agreed to approve the standing orders without change.  Proposed JM Seconded SB.
18.

24/104
To consider annual review of Financial Regulations  

The clerk requested this item be deferred to the next meeting

24/105
To consider annual review of Risk Management

A copy was emailed all councillors prior to the meeting.  Cllr Graham requested that “the data protection act 2018” was inserted with the removal of GDPR.  It was agreed to approve the Risk Management statement subject to the changes raised.  Proposed JM Seconded SB.
24/106
To respond to WCC consultation on the Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure Strategy

Discussions took place, it was decided that there was nothing to add to the consultation.

24/107
To consider the use of advisory speed signage in the village.

Defer to next meeting to include feedback from the Community Speedwatch co-ordinator.

 24/108
To consider inclusions for monthly Parish Magazine.
· Report on the MUGA launch – Chairman to provide report.

· The judging of the garden and hanging basket & containers competition has been completed; the results will be advised during the meeting of the PC in September with presentations taking place at the October meeting. The good villager award will also be announced at the September meeting, followed by prize giving in October.
· Add Cllr Martin Penny to the list of councillors.
24/109
Member & committee reports:
  
Report from Footpath Warden – None

Report updates on Rural Communities –  None

VHC -  A letter was received from the treasurer of the village hall committee expressing concerns over possible damage to the village hall when Offenham Rovers play home games on the recreation ground. 

Disaster Emergency Plan (only if updates have taken place) – None

24/110
To receive financial update and approve bills for payment etc
At bank: 

Current account 0649818
£27871.95

as at  19.07.2024

Deposit account 7277881
£54595.08

as at  19.07.2024

Bills for payment:

	V no
	Chq no
	Payee & reason for payment
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	36
	002081
	Elan City Ltd
*
	2339.99
	468.00
	2807.99

	37
	002082
	ESP Scotland Ltd
	1249.00
	249.80
	1498.80

	38
	002083
	Offenham Village Hall
	30.00
	
	30.00

	39
	002084
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	330.00
	66.00
	1182.00

	40
	
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	655.00
	131.00
	

	41
	002085
	Diane Cox – Admin
	54.60
	
	793.03

	42
	
	
- Mileage

	68.85
	
	

	 42
	
	
- Salary 
	669.58
	
	

	
	
	Sub -total
	5397.02
	914.80
	6311.82

	43
	002086
	Wychavon District Council
	94.06
	18.81
	112.87

	
	
	Total
	5491.08
	933.61
	6424.69


24/111
To receive report from Cllr Briers on quarterly check on accounts.

Cllr Briers confirmed that she had undertaken the quarterly check and found everything to be in order.

19.
24/112 To be advised of planning matters including: 

Decisions:

W/24/00919/HP  Rowena Cottage, Main Street, Offenham


Demolition of existing UPVC conservatory and replacement with a single storey extension to the rear – Approved


W/22/02368/CLE  Evesham Vale Growers, Blackminster, Offenham


Certificate of lawfulness for existing use for change of use form offices to workers accommodation. – Approved.

24/113
To advise items for the next meeting.
· Results of competitions
· MUGA event

· Vale Fresco hedging – Chairman’s feedback
24/114
To consider date and time for next meeting – Parish Council meeting starting at 7.30 on Monday 2nd September 2024 at Offenham Village Hall.


Meeting closed at 9.05pm.

Signed ………………………………………………………………….     

Date………………..…..


Chairman, Offenham Parish Council

Open Forum

A resident raised concerns about the overgrown area in the recreation ground; she stated that she would like to see it kept in the same condition as the other grassed areas.  The clerk advised that she had contacted the contractor to cut back the nettles but Cllr Taylor suggested that they should be sprayed with weed killer. There was also some discussion about engaging the tree surgeon to tidy the branches of the oak tree.

Will Saunders came to the meeting at the request of the clerk to give advice and potentially a quotation for setting up a new website for the Parish Council.  He gave a presentation giving details of websites of other parishes and also suggestions on what may be required.  It was suggested that the PC look at websites of other parishes to decide what is required.  The Chairman asked if Will could come back to another meeting with more information. 
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