20.

MINUTES of Offenham Parish Council meeting 
held at Offenham Village Hall on Monday 2nd September 2024
Parish Councillors:


Marc Farmer, Chairman

As per attendance register:   

Sheila Briers

Ian Graham
Marcus Taylor






Samantha Muxworthy
Matthew Rea
Martin Penny















In attendance:



Diane Cox (Clerk)
24/115
Apologies 

Cllrs Henderson, Moclair & District Councillor Aaron Powell.
24/116
To receive Declarations of Interest updates to Members’ Register 

Cllr Farmer for item 8.
24/117
Open Forum 


Appended to the minutes.  Will Saunders attended the meeting to give further information on cost and suggested that Sedgeberrow PC’s website was used an example to work on to decide what a new OPC website should look like.  
24/118.
Meeting re-opened and the minutes of the previous meeting were considered.


The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 5th August 2024 were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
24/119 To be advised of any urgent matters not herewith included (at the Chairman’s discretion)

None
24/120
To receive Clerk’s report and progress updates on current issues

WCC Highways

· VAS


Barry Barnes has confirmed that he will arrange for a pole to be fitted on Evesham Road 
(towards the village entering from Evesham) for a VAS rob r situated.

Road Closure

· (B4085 Blackminster,  Badsey)  Temporary Closure


Proposed order:  To close that part of B4085 Blackminster from its junction with U45208 
Clayfield 
Road to its junction with C2047 Station Road.  Reason – Level crossing maintenance by Network 
Rail.  Anticipated duration:  1 night. Commencing 3rd October 2024.

MUGA

· The MUGA event has been confirmed to be on the 15th September.

PROW

· The clerk has been contacted by a resident about a fallen fence which poses a risk on the PROW bordering the cricket pitch.  This has now been moved so that it is no longer an issue but will be removed by the Lengthsman in due course.

· A further report about the trees bordering the PROW has been received; the Footpath Warden has been notified that a resident has suggested that the trees need to be cut back.  Roy Betts will bring this to the attention of WCC but he advised that the PROW is still passable. 

· A report about the condition of the PROW bordering the Village Hall car park has been received with a request that the weeds are sprayed.  Mr Canning has stated that he will be clearing the hollyhocks and he has arranged for a contractor to cut back the hedge but this could not be done until after the 1st September due to nesting birds.

Bus shelter near the Maypole

· This work has now been completed.

21.

Worcestershire CALC AGM

· This event will take place on Thursday 26th September, opens at 5.30pm with meeting taking place at 7pm at the Council Chamber, Civic Centre in Pershore.  

District Councillor, Aaron Powell

· A short report from the District Council was received advising that the new Government has issued a consultation on proposed changes to the national Planning Policy Framework.  The key elements are:

· Reverting to a requirement for a five year housing land supply rather than four as was proposed by the previous government.

· Removing the proposals of the previous government to allow past oversupply to be included in the calculation of the housing target so Wychavon’s history of over delivery will not be allowed to be considered.

· Increasing the housing target in Wychavon by 80% over the previous target while reducing the target in Birmingham by 30% and in some parts of London by 50%

· Allowing development on some areas of green belt and reclassifying greenhouses as brownfield sites.


Wychavon will be putting in a formal response to the consultation to be agreed at the Executive 
Board but the likelihood if these proposals go forward is that Wychavon will have to see an even  
greater housing development than there has been in the past.

· The development in Laurels Avenue is still awaiting a solution to the drainage proposals so formal planning has been delayed.

24/121
To receive correspondence. 
 
Circulated and emails forwarded as received prior to this meeting.
24/123
To consider the nominees for the Good Villager Competition  


Three nominations had been received, the recipients being – Sheila Briers and Kathleen Henderson for their work on the hedgerow project and volunteering for various tasks for the village hall,  Angela Gash for her hard work and commitment to the community.  It was decided that all three were worthy winners and a prize should be awarded in each case. Proposed SM, Seconded MT.

24/124
To receive the results of the garden and hanging basket & container competition

This year’s winners were:


Best garden


1st   2 Cocks Cottages


2nd  3 Cocks Cottages           

3rd   Broadway View, Main St


Hanging basket/ container


1st     22 Ferry Lane


2nd   Lyndon Cottage, Main St


3rd    Abbots Retreat

24/125
To receive update of community speedwatch scheme  

Cllr Rea advised that he was proposing to hold a community speedwatch event in September in 3 separate locations spending half an hour in each location.  It was suggested that either arrival or departure of school times may be worthwhile. 
24/126
To consider update on the proposed MUGA event in the recreation ground.

The Chairman advised that sports instructors were only available on the 15th September so the event was to be held then.  He stated that he would be contacting the First School and Blackminster with the details although there was already good interest because the date did not coincide with other events.  He added that he would provide some refreshments, the clerk advised him to supply receipts so that he could be reimbursed for purchases.
22.

24/127
To consider options to protect the children’s play area and the village hall from footballs during matches

The clerk advised that she had contacted Bryn Tomes about the netting and also the Public Liability insurance document but to date there was no news on either, he advised that the football club were still waiting on the FA to provide documentation and they did not have the netting as yet.  Councillors were insistent that no football should be played on the recreation ground until insurance cover was provided.


Cllr Graham mentioned that he had spoken to a colleague for advice on the children’s play area during matches and was advised that the safest option would be to close the area for the duration of the match.  A notice should be displayed and a lock attached to the gate.

24/128
To consider annual review of Financial Regulations  

The new financial regulations as supplied by CALC were emailed to councillors prior to this meeting.  It was agreed to approve them but it was highlighted by Cllr Penny that there may need to be further changes due to the Procurement Act 2023 which had not been advised by CALC but would be coming into law in October. The clerk would advise CALC and request guidance.
24/129
To consider the use of advisory speed signage in the village.

Various discussions took place, it was generally considered that having too many signs and notices would result in them being ignored but it was suggested that this could be looked at again at a later date.
24/130
To consider quotation for tree works in the recreation ground.

It was agreed to accept Vale Trees quotation of £650 for works to the oak tree in the corner of the recreation ground.  Propose SB Seconded MT

24/131
To consider the naming of the new development off Three Cocks Lane

Various suggestions were made with a vote to decide on the most popular choice, the outcome was that it should be named “Three Cocks Close”.
24/132
To consider options for a Parish Council website.

Following on from Open Forum and information from Will Saunders, various discussions took place.  Cllr Penny advised that having looked at both the Sedgeberrow and Pebworth websites he felt that the costs supplied by Will Saunders were good value.  It was suggested that councillors use Sedgeberrow’s website for inspiration with additions and amendments as required, this will be considered at the next meeting.  Discussion relation to the village website took place as the PC currently funds this, concerns were raised that the website had been managed by Lesley Hope for some years and the PC were anxious not to cause any ill feeling.  The clerk stated that she would contact Lesley to ask if she wished to continue to be involved.  The clerk would give feedback to councillors as this may impact on decision making.
 24/133
To consider inclusions for monthly Parish Magazine.
· Report on the MUGA launch – Chairman to provide report directly to the editor..

· Competition results
· The bus shelter near the Maypole has been refurbished.
· The oak tree in the corner of the recreation ground will have a 30% reduction to the canopy of the tree with the removal of ivy.  This work will allow better air flow through the canopy and reduce stress in high winds.
24/134
Member & committee reports:
  
Report from Footpath Warden – Nothing in addition to the clerk’s report.

Report updates on Rural Communities –  None

VHC -  Cllr Briers advised that a grant of £3k had been received towards the heating upgrade and soundproofing was ready to be installed.

Disaster Emergency Plan (only if updates have taken place) – None

33.

24/135
To receive financial update and approve bills for payment etc
At bank:  

Current account 0649818
£11631.04

as at  20.08.2024

Deposit account 7277881
£54649.08

as at  20.08.2024

Bills for payment:

	V no
	Chq no
	Payee & reason for payment
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	44
	002087
	Offenham Royal British Legion Club Ltd
	1000.00
	
	1000.00

	45
	002088
	Offenham PCC
	500.00
	
	500.00

	46
	002089
	Wychavon Parish Games Assn
	60.00
	
	60.00

	47
	002090
	Wychavon District Council
	94.06
	18.81
	112.87

	48
	002091
	HMRC
	405.60
	
	405.60

	49
	002092
	Offenham Village Hall
	30.00
	
	30.00

	50
	002093
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	690.00
	138.00
	945.60

	 51
	
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	98.00
	19.60
	

	52
	002094
	Diane Cox – Admin
	41.00
	
	724.98

	53
	
	
- Mileage

	14.40
	
	

	53
	
	
- Salary 
	669.58
	
	

	
	
	Sub Total
	3602.64
	176.41
	3779.05

	54
	002095
	Scott Taylor
	300.00
	
	300.00

	
	
	Total
	3902.64
	176.41
	4079.05


24/136 To be advised of planning matters including: 

Applications:  


W/2401619/HP  The Willows, Three Cocks Lane, Offenham


Erection of a detached garden/store room – No objection


Decisions:


W/23/01909/FUL  Land at Three Cocks Lane


Erection of commercial polytunnels (part retrospective). – Approved


W/24/0480/HP  The Beeches, Three Cocks Lane, Offenham


Proposed 2 storey extension. – Approved


W/24/00865/FUL  Land and Barn at (OS 0578 4581) Leasowes Road


Demolition of existing barn, construction of dwelling together with garage & associated works – Approved

24/137
To advise items for the next meeting.
· Presentation of competition prizes
· Consider annual budget

· Website

24/138
To consider date and time for next meeting – Parish Council meeting starting at 7.30 on Monday 7th October 2024 at Offenham Village Hall.


Meeting closed at 9.15pm.

Signed ………………………………………………………………….     

Date………………..…..


Chairman, Offenham Parish Council

Open Forum

No members of the public were present.
Will Saunders provided costing of what the PC could expect to pay if setting up a new PC website.  He answered a number of questions raised by councillors.  It was suggested that the PC would include this subject on the next agenda and decide on the way forward.  He added that should the PC have further queries prior to the next meeting he would be happy to assist.
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