24.

MINUTES of Offenham Parish Council meeting 
held at Offenham Village Hall on Monday 7th October 2024
Parish Councillors:


Marc Farmer, Chairman

As per attendance register:   

Sheila Briers

James Moclair

Marcus Taylor





Samantha Muxworthy
Matthew Rea

Martin Penny





Kathleen Henderson








In attendance:



Diane Cox (Clerk)


District Councillor, Aaron Powell



 
24/139
Apologies 

Cllrs Graham & County Councillor Alastair Adams.
24/140
To receive Declarations of Interest updates to Members’ Register 

None.
24/141
To award prizes for Good Villager competition

The Chairman presented prizes to Sheila Briers and Kathleen Henderson, he will arrange to deliver a prize to 

Angela Gash after the meeting.

24/142
To award prizes for the Best Garden and the Hanging Basket and container competition

The Chairman presented prizes to those who were present and arranged for delivery to those unable to attend. This year’s winners were:


Best garden


1st   2 Cocks Cottages


2nd  3 Cocks Cottages           

3rd   Broadway View, Main St


Hanging basket/ container


1st     22 Ferry Lane


2nd   Lyndon Cottage, Main St


3rd    Abbots Retreat

24/143
Open Forum 


Appended to the minutes.  
24/144.
Meeting re-opened and the minutes of the previous meeting were considered.


The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 2nd September 2024 were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
24/145 To be advised of any urgent matters not herewith included (at the Chairman’s discretion)
· To receive resignation from Cllr Henderson as she will be moving from the village shortly.
· Cllr Graham has emailed the clerk to express concern about the added responsibility for the neighbourhood policing officers.  

Cllr Graham has suggested that the Police and Crime Commissioner should be made aware 
of concerns.  It was stated that PC Prentice already has 9 villages that she is responsible for 
without the additional villages she would share with PC Trowman.  Cllrs agreed that the Police 
and Crime commissioner should be made aware of the situation.
25.

24/146
To receive Clerk’s report and progress updates on current issues
WCC Highways

Tree on Ferry Lane

· The condition of the tree on Ferry Lane was raised at the last meeting, this has been reported to the County Councillor who has arranged for Barry Barnes to inspect the location for dead wood and disease and then refer for an inspection for possible crowning works.
2023/2024 Annual Audit performed PFK Littlejohn

· A conclusion of audit notice was received with no issues found.  Documents have been added to the website as requested by them.

West Mercia Police – Neighbourhood Policing Team

· Emailed notification that PC Prentice is increasing the number of villages that she is responsible for from 9 to share with PC Trowman an extra 20 villages.

Flooding at the Crossroads

· A resident has raised again the issue of flooding at the crossroads.  

24/147
To be advised of the resignation of the Lengthsman, Maurice Parkinson and actions required for both the Lengthsman and mowing contracts.

There has already been some separate interest in both the Lengthsman role and mowing contract but the PC must advertise the roles.  It was suggested that the Lengthsman role should be advertised on the CALC website and both roles advertised locally.  The clerk advised that to be able to undertake the Lengthsman role training must be completed and WCC notified.  Whilst WCC do offer training when sufficient interest is shown, they advised this will not be until April 2025.  If the parish requires a Lengthsman before this it must cover the cost which is currently £350 plus vat for both courses.

24/148
To receive correspondence. 
 
Circulated and emails forwarded as received prior to this meeting.

24/149
To receive update of community speedwatch scheme  

Cllr Rea advised that no speedwatch monitoring was done in September but he and Cllr Briers will be undertaking sessions in October.
24/150
To consider update on the proposed MUGA event in the recreation ground.

The Chairman advised that the event was really well received and stated that parents were keen for this event to be held again. Discussions took place and it was suggested that another event could be considered for the spring.
24/151
To consider options to protect the children’s play area and the village hall from footballs during matches

The clerk advised that Offenham Rovers had supplied their insurance which was arranged through the FA.  Bryn Tomes advised that they had received the safety netting but did not have poles to attach it to.  He stated that the cost of the poles would be £600.  Discussions took place about the safety of the play area and the need for a notice to be displayed, the Chairman asked if Cllr Graham was supplying the wording for the notice.  The clerk to follow up on this.
24/152
To consider purchase of Wreath for remembrance service and PC attendance at the service.

It was agreed to purchase a wreath again this year.  Proposed MF, Seconded SB.  Cllrs Farmer and Muxworthy will attend the service on behalf of the PC.

24/153
To consider dates for meetings in 2025.

All meetings will take place on the first Monday of the month with the exception of May when the meeting will be on the 12th due to the bank holiday.

26.

24/154
To consider changes to the Financial Regulations which were raised at the last meeting.  

The clerk advised that Worcs CALC was not aware of changes so had referred to the national organisation; no directional response had yet been received.  The clerk added that the changes could be made if the PC was in agreement without confirmation from CALC.  Cllr Penny was surprised that no guidance had been received when the changes to the law come into place in October.  The clerk asked that Cllr Penny consider the wording to be added to the current financial regulations.
24/155
To consider options for a Parish Council website.

Councillors agreed to proceed with the new website based on the Sedgeberrow version.  The clerk will contact Will Saunders to discuss the way forward.  Proposed SB  Seconded JM
 24/156
To consider inclusions for monthly Parish Magazine.
· Competition winners

· Good villager awards

· Residents Survey on WDC website

· Vacancy for a Lengthsman

· Vacancy for a mowing contractor

· Thanks to Maurice Parkinson for his valued service
24/157
Member & committee reports:
  
Report from Footpath Warden – None

Report updates on Rural Communities –  None

VHC -  Cllr Moclair advised that soundproofing had been installed inside the hall, with the new heating system to follow.

Disaster Emergency Plan (only if updates have taken place) – None

24/158
To receive financial update and approve bills for payment etc
At bank:  

Current account 0649818
£  8782.58

as at  20.09.2024

Deposit account 7277881
£54695.49 

as at  20.09.2024

Bills for payment:

	V no
	Chq no
	Payee & reason for payment
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	55
	002096
	Wychavon District Council
	94.06
	18.81
	225.74

	56
	
	Wychavon District Council
	94.06
	18.81
	

	57
	002097
	Delta Sports Coaching Ltd
	240.00
	
	240.00

	58
	002098
	PKF Littlejohn LLP
	315.00
	63.00
	378.00

	59
	002099
	L Hope  
	45.59
	
	45.59

	60
	002100
	Diane Cox
	157.89
	
	157.89

	61
	002101
	Offenham Village Hall
	30.00
	
	30.00

	62
	002102
	Maurice Parkinson Contract Services
	780.00
	156.00
	936.00

	63
	002103
	Diane Cox – Admin
	53.85
	
	757.18

	64
	
	
- Mileage

	33.75
	
	

	64
	
	
- Salary 
	669.58
	
	

	
	
	Sub total
	
	
	

	65
	002104
	Sheila Briers
	50.00
	
	50.00

	66
	002105
	Kathleen Henderson
	50.00
	
	50.00

	67
	002106
	Angela Gash
	50.00
	
	50.00

	
	
	Total
	2663.78
	256.62
	2920.40


24/159
To approve the quarterly accounts and budget review

These had been emailed to all councillors prior to this meeting.  No issues were raised.  Acceptance Proposed SB Seconded JM

27.

24/160
To consider projects for 2024/25 and budget requirements for setting precept for 2024/2025

Various discussions took place, outdoor adult fitness equipment is currently being considered for this financial 
year but should funds be insufficient this may run over to the next financial year.  Other items raised were the 
installation of a roundabout in the children’s play area and outdoor table tennis.

24/161 To be advised of planning matters including: 

Applications:  


W/22/02651/FUL  Newtown Nurseries, Three Cocks Lane, Offenham


Erection of a single live-work unit.

OPC comment:  The applicant has not addressed all points previously raised by comments previously submitted by the PC


Those not addressed are as follows:

1. There is no justification made in the application for the need for Vale Fresco to have offices (particularly of this scale) in this location.  For example, why can they simply not build another office on one of their other sites, such as Laurels Road, Offenham which would be regarded as brownfield development.  

2. We have considerable concerns that the design of the work unit lends itself to conversion to residential accommodation for future sale on the open market.  This must be avoided at all costs.  We further request that a condition prohibiting conversion of the work unit to living accommodation or for sale on the open market as anything other than a live/work unit.

W/24/01678/HP  The Hawthorns, Main Street, Offenham


Demolish conservatory and erect single storey rear extension approved under planning permission reference: W/23/00299/HP – variation of condition 2.  Response was required prior to this meeting due to time constraints.

OPC comment:  No objection

W/24/01693/LB  Abbots Retreat, Main Street, Offenham


Retrospective application for the replacement of some windows and doors on the east and west elevations.


Response was required prior to this meeting due to time constraints


OPC comment:  No objection

W/24/01949/S106  Land at (Os 0565 4613)  Three Cocks Lane, Offenham


Application under 2106A of the Town & Country Planning Act 1990 to modify the requirements relating to legal agreement dated 22nd February 2024 associated with planning permission W/22/02253/FUL


OPC comment:  

· With the entire development now being “affordable” allocation of the properties should prioritise people from Offenham to allow them to continue to live in the village.  
· The Parish Council would like to emphasise that an agreement was reached that properties could only be a maximum of 2 storeys in height, this agreement should be honoured.
· Concerns have been raised that with all properties now being affordable there is now no provision for the developers to contribute to necessary infrastructure with s106 contributions.  The village school is full, the NHS is under pressure, and this development will now put local services under extreme pressure.


Decisions:  


W/24/01678/HP  The Hawthorns, Main Street, Offenham


Demolish conservatory and erect single storey rear extension approved under planning permission reference: W/23/00299/HP – variation of condition 2 – Approved

24/162
To advise items for the next meeting.
· Play area protective netting.
24/163
To consider date and time for next meeting – Parish Council meeting starting at 7.30 on Monday 4th November 2024 at Offenham Village Hall.


Meeting closed at 9.20pm.

Signed ………………………………………………………………….     

Date………………..…..


Chairman, Offenham Parish Council

Open Forum

Report from Aaron Powell, District Councillor
· S106 money has been approved by WDC for Offenham Village Hall
· Three Cocks Lane development is now all affordable housing.  Various discussions took place about the repercussions of this. 
· Clarification on the implications of the new Governments planning policies.  Wychavon will see a significant increases in the number of houses whilst cities like Birmingham will have their numbers reduced.  WDC has responded to the consultation with their concerns.

· A residents survey is currently taking place, it was suggested that this should be advertised in the parish magazine to ensure more people responded.
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