West Malvern Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 

Monday 14th February 2011 in West Malvern Village Hall at 7.30pm.
Present

Cllrs. Mrs JM Roberts (Chairman), Mr M Aldridge, Mrs J Burford, Mrs E Harnden, Mr W Shearer.
In Attendance
District Cllrs. Mrs J Kelly & Prof. J Raine; Mr C Rouse (Malvern Hills Conservators); Mr B Harper (Sight Design); Mr D Sharp (Clerk).
14/11 Apologies

To consider acceptance of apologies for absence from Councillors:  Cllr. P Nash (accepted), also County Cllr. Mrs B Nielson.
15/11 Declarations of Interest & Changes to be Notified to the Register of Interests

Cllrs. Aldridge and Harnden declared personal interests in agenda item 8 since they were both allotment holders.
16/11 Reports from other representatives.

To receive reports from County and District Councillors and Malvern Hills Conservators: 
District Cllrs. Prof John Raine and Jenny Kelly reported on the arbitration meeting between the two households affected by the planning application at 235 West Malvern Road which they had attended with Cllr. Roberts.  Little progress had been made and it was to be further considered at the Southern Area Committee meeting on Wednesday.
County Cllr. Mrs B Nielson reported via the Clerk that she had been pressing WCC to adopt the ‘lone’ electric light at the top of Brockhill Road.  

Mr C Rouse (Malvern Hills Conservators) reported that the Conservators were to place a notice on Westminster Bank explaining the reasons for the tree felling in that area.  He also mentioned that various seats on the hills were to be replaced.

17/11 Minutes
To consider for adoption the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting:  The minutes of the meeting held on 10th January were unanimously approved and signed by the Chairman.
18/11 Progress Reports and other matters arising from the minutes

i. Village Hall: Nothing further had been received.
ii. 675 Bus Route: A resident had noted that the ‘Hills Hopper’ used to travel up Trinity Bank without problem.  If a similar bus were to take over the 675 service then it could be re-routed via Graham Road and so serve the lower part of Great Malvern.  
19/11 Gas Lamps
i. To consider quotations for the refurbishment of the West Malvern gas lamps:  The quotation from Sight Design for £28,250 was approved, as was the quotation for the annual maintenance cost of £50 per lantern.  Furthermore Sight Design had indicated that they would be able to undertake the weekly ‘winding up’ maintenance of the lamps from April 1st.  It was agreed therefore not to extend the maintenance contract with GAS beyond 31st March. 
ii. To consider the grant offer from MHDC for the refurbishment of the West Malvern gas lamps: A grant offer of 85% of the refurbishment costs had been received from MHDC.  They had estimated a final sum of £24,440.  Once confirmation that MHDC would allow the grant to be paid in stages, to coincide with Sight Design invoices, then a letter of acceptance was to be signed and returned. 
The Clerk reported that work was being done on the Listed Building Consent application in association with Malvern Town Council and their architect Marcus Cleaver.  It was expected to cost about £12 per lamp.

Mr Harper reported that National Grid would accept responsibility for the gas supply to the stopcock at the head of each column.  He also mentioned that the central management system used to control the lighting of the burner was included in his quotation.  Finally he confirmed that he would liaise with the lengthman over pruning around several of the lamps whose heads were obscured by undergrowth.    
20/11 Playing Fields
i. To consider allowing the following events to take place on the playing fields :

Royal British Legion - 18th or 19th June

West Fest - 9th July

Both events were approved. 

ii. Progress report from Pavilion Working Group.


The public consultation was ongoing and the results should be available by the next meeting
21/11 Allotments & Community Woodland

i. Allotment matters for report: Cllr. Aldridge reported that the boundary fence with the community woodland required some attention and he was to gather quotations for the next meeting.  He also mentioned that the allotment association was looking to install a new notice board and half the scrub at the southern boundary had been burnt.
ii. Community Woodland matters for report: Cllr. Harnden had removed some ash saplings after conferring with the tree warden.  She was also hoping to join the ‘coppicing network’ which would give access to volunteer labour.
22/11 Highways
Matter for report: It was noted that the footway on the West Malvern Road between the terminus and Harcourt Road had been cleared of leaves by the lengthman, who had also managed to divert water down the gutter on Park Road where previously it had caused a hazard by flowing over the road and freezing in cold weather.   

23/11 Planning
No applications were considered
24/11 Finance
i. To consider the budget for 2011/12 and set a precept:  The budget was approved and an unchanged precept of £15,984.00 was to be requested
ii. To consider payment of invoices presented: The following payments were approved:
	From/Due to
	Date
	Amount
	Details

	JP Moore
	20/01
	£104.00
	Lengthman Fees (January)

	SF Creamer
	31/01
	£32.00
	Bus Shelter Cleaning (January)

	MHDC
	03/02
	£1964.40
	Gas Lamp Maintenance

	Severn Trent
	07/02
	£276.77
	Allotment Water

	Malvern Town Council
	31/12
	£42.02
	Litter Bins

	Elite Service Centre
	21/01
	£18.00
	Playing Field’s Bollard Lock Keys

	DA Sharp
	10/01
	£313.08
	Clerk’s Fees Nov (£391.48 gross SP25)

	
	TOTAL
	£2750.27
	


After these payments are made bank balances will be as follows:

	Savings Account B/F
	£8,692.98
	
	Community Account B/F
	£3710.30

	Interest
	£1.74
	
	WCC Lengthman (Dec)
	£104.00

	
	
	
	Allotment Rents
	£401.76

	
	
	
	February Payments
	(£2750.27)

	Savings Account C/F
	£8,694.72
	
	Community Account C/F
	£1465.79


25/11 Correspondence

To consider the following correspondence previously circulated: 
	FROM
	
	SUBJECT

	MHDC
	
	Planning Workshop

	WCC
	
	Budget Consultation

	Various
	
	Gas Lamps

	CALC
	
	Updates

	Community First
	
	Newsline

	CAB
	
	Letter of Thanks

	Malvern Hills AONB
	
	Bulletin

	West Fest
	
	2011 Date

	Royal British Legion
	
	Poppy Party

	WCC
	
	Waste Core Strategy

	MHDC
	
	TPO

	Malvern Hills Conservators
	
	Annual Report

	Civic Society
	
	Civic Week


The correspondence was noted.
26/11
 Councillors’ items for Report

To report information and raise items for future consideration:  The Chairman reported on a planning workshop she had attended and was awaiting feedback.
Both the Chairman and Clerk had spoken to a representative from West Malvern Football Club who had expressed a wish for the club to return to playing matches on the pitch in West Malvern.  The Clerk had suggested that he liaise with the Pavilion Working Group over possible funding to improve the state of the pitch.

A clump of Japanese Knotweed was spreading along the bank below the football pitch.  The Clerk was to report to Madresfield Estate.   

27/11 Next Meeting
The date of the next Parish Council Meeting was confirmed as Monday 14th March 2011 at 7.30pm. 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.30 pm.
