


Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on
Monday, 7th February 2011, 
at the Villages Hall, Throckmorton.

Members and Officers present: Cllr Cheetham (chairman), Cllr Argyle, Cllr Day, Cllr Mills, Cllr Beever, Cllr Hodgkins, Cllr Baldwin, Cllr  Tucker, Cllr Rimmel
and Mrs M English (Clerk).
In attendance also: Mrs E Tucker, Worcester County Councillor and Wychavon District Councillor.
The meeting opened at 7.30pm and was adjourned to hear from Pershore High regarding their Zambia Trip which was very interesting.  

Mr Tony Dorrance, Postmaster and Shop Keeper updated the Parish Council on the latest news regarding the shop.  It was agreed that no posters would be put in the windows.
The meeting reopened at 7.45

Admin

1. To receive apologies and to approve the reason for absence.
None
2. To record: a) Declarations of Interest (Personal & Prejudicial) and b) Any changes to be notified to the Register of Interest and Gifts & Hospitability. 
None
3. To approve the minutes of the Parish Council Meetings held on January 10th 2011.
The minutes were signed by the chairman and the PC agreed they were a true record of proceedings. 
New Items

4. Loan for History Book  
The History Book Society have asked about the possibility of the Parish Council advancing them a short term loan to meet the upfront publishing costs of the book about the village.
They cannot be certain yet what the costs will be. Mrs Morris  has sent off some samples which might give them a better idea, their initial estimate based on 2009 print prices was a per copy price of between £7 & £8.
People are saying that the book will be popular and the slips they collected to date have amounted to about 70 orders of which relatively few are from the village itself. At present they are planning on an initial print run of 300 which at £8 a copy would be £2400 and 500 would be £4000. They are not sure what proportion of the whole cost will be needed straight away, which is why they are erring on the side of a smaller initial print run. The printer tells them that, as it is in digital format, he can usually run off more copies within a week. Their guess is that the greater part of any loan would be repayable within 3-6 months as there is likely to be an initial sales rush followed by intermittent interest later on. 
It was agreed that the PC would loan the money and secure the repayment on the intellectual rights of the book until the loan had been repaid.  The Clerk to investigate the legal implications of loaning this public money



Action Clerk
5. Royal Wedding

The landlord of the Dolphin is planning on having a street party at the back of the pub with a Bouncy Castle, Face Painting etc.  He needs to know how many children there are in the village, the Clerk will advise that there were as of 2009 120 children under the age of 12.  It was agreed that the PC will not help out at the event and Cllr Hodgkins to speak to the village hall with regards to their plans

Action Clerk / Cllr Hodgkins

6. Litter Picking

It was agreed that the annual litter pick should go ahead on the 26/27th February.  It was agreed that children should not participate.  Cllr Cheetham, Hodgkins and Tucker to be the main contacts.  Clerk to send in the necessary paperwork.


Action Clerk
Action Cllr Cheetham, Hodgkins & Tucker




7. Email announcements to the Parish

A great number of people have expressed their interest in receiving Village news and notices via email. 

· An idea for the name of this project could be :  Bishampton & Throckmorton Notice Board

· Clerk to distribute leaflets to the Shop, Hairdresser, Pub & Notice Board where villagers can either fill out the form or email the clerk directly to be registered for emails.  All email addresses will remain private

· Clerk to open a dedicated email address BAT@yahoo.co.uk

· Clerk to make the decision of what should and should not be sent out.  It was agreed that only parish council news and important announcements should be sent out.
· Emails will be sent when necessary

Regular items

8. Finance 

8.1
To note any receipts and approve invoices for payment.

N Winter 
– Lengthsman




1359


£  235.35

M English 
– Clerk





1358


£  451.20

R Hodgkins – Gloves to be used in the Nature reserve
1357


  £  23.21

KC Carpets
- Re carpet flat



1356


£1699.98


8.2
To approve the statement of cash reconciliation for January 2011 

The bank reconciliation for January shows that the current account opened with balance of £8,474,70, No payments were received less outgoings to the value of £1,361.72. 



Cheques to the value of £311.50 still not presented give us a closing balance 


of  £7112.98


The savings account had accrued £0. in interest, this brought its total to £17,728.13.  

Giving a total balance of £24,841.11.

8.3
To approve claims for expenses/overtime.


The Clerks expensed were as follows


Purchase for flat
-
£    5.00


Stationery

-
£    6.77


Postage

-
£    4.92


Travelling

-
£  27.45


Wage


-
£407.06

8.4
The PC can invest their savings into a fixed term savings as follows and gain higher interest for a minimum deposit of £10,000.00


6 weeks
-
0.51%
=
£51.00

=
£10,051.00


3 months
-
0.80%
=
£80.00

=
£10,080.00


6 months
-
1.05%
=
£105.00
=
£10,105.00


1 year

-
1.50%
=
£150.00
=
£10,150.00


2 year

-
2.75%
=
£275.00
=
£10,275.00


3 year

-
3.50%
=
£350.00
=
£10,350.00

It was requested that the Clerk do a Cash Flow Forecast.

Action Clerk

9. Planning  

9.1 Council’s response to planning applications between meetings and reports on    decisions.
None
9.2 Current planning applications.

At this time Cllr Tucker and CC Tucker stepped out of the room as planning application had been received from Cllr Tucker & CC Tucker for 10 The Leas to construct a conservatory at the rear.  No objections were given.

10 Village Shop and Post office  

10.1
Problems with the Shop and Flat, as per photos
Photos were show of certain problems / condition
-
It was agreed to make good the plug socket and paint the ceiling in the kitchen where the light rose had been removed.








Action Cllr Cheetham / Hodgkins
-
The felt on the outside room would be repaired Action Cllr Cheetham
 

 -
Pointing would be done in the summer; once this had been done certain areas in the flat, i.e. damp area by the front door would be re decorated


10.2
Shop sign
After much debate it was agreed that the shop sign would read Bishampton Store & Post Office (Local)





Action Cllr Hodgkins

Cllr Hodgkins to get another two quotes to have the sign manufactured and fitted


10.3
Clean out of loft from previous tenant
Action Cllr Cheetham / Hodgkins

10.4 Loft insulation -  Dyson / D&G will do an inspection of the property.  Pointing and waterproofing to be corrected before any cavity wall insulation can commence.










Action Clerk
10.5
Cllr Day to get a quote for a Wheelchair ramp


Action Cllr Day

11 To consider the development of the Bishampton Phone Kiosk.

Mrs Morris presented a working copy of the map to the Council.  Cllr Argyle & Baldwin to advise Mrs Morris





Action Cllr Argyle & Baldwin
12 Wind Farm latest news
13 Play Areas: To consider any matters relating to the parish play areas/village hall grounds.

Wychavon can do the H&S check in April for +- £90 compared to Rosper who charged £162.00 last year
Cllr Rimmel suggested the clerk contact Rob Wheway for an alternative quotation 02476714784 rob@wheway.demon.co.uk
14 Footpaths and Nature Reserve.
Cllr asked if the Clerk had found out if the PC can legally develop an orchard in the Nature Reserve.  The Clerk reported that she was unable to find the deeds for the Nature Reserve.  Cllr Cheetham said certain documents were held in safe deposit boxes at the bank and that he would enquire as to what exactly was in there.
Action Clerk / Cllr Cheetham
15 To consider any parish Lengthsman issues/jobs.

Cllr Tucker mentioned that the Lengthsman was doing an excellent job.  Clerk to check how much money was left in the Lengthsman kitty

16 To consider any newsletter/website issues.

Mr Eric Carter has reported to the Clerk that his site would have little merit over WCC site as his is getting old and dated together with the software used to edit it.  Hence he has a link from his site to WCC.  The PC agreed that if Mr Carter no longer wanted to maintain his site that the clerk would start a new one which would show  local pictures and information which is not shown on the WCC site.

Another point raised by Mr Carter is the local map on WCC site.  The PC did not renew the copyright for this with the OS. Clerk to ask the webmaster what our legal position is here










Action Clerk

17 To consider any matters regarding ongoing issues: Housing/ Community First Responder Scheme/ Flooding-Drainage / PACT news.

The repositioning of the PC Notice Board was discussed, postponed till next meeting
18 CALC/ training matters.
The Clerk wishes to start training for her qualification thru the Society of Local Councils in a crash course.  1st course to start on 13th April in Abingdon followed by the 4th May.  The cost of the course is £175.00.  This was approved
Reports & Correspondence

19 County and district councillor report.
19.1
CC Tucker mentioned the Budget Cuts in brief as well as the relocation of the 
19.2
Pershore Library.  Councillors to please go on line to do the survey http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/researchweb/library/pershore_library.htm
Action All
19.3
Closure of Bishampton road for 6 weeks.  CC Tucker to supply the clerk  a map of the closure.











Action CC Tucker

20. To receive reports from councillors, items for future agendas and items of correspondence.
Cllr Tucker asked that the PC consider giving the Throckmorton Chapelry a donation towards the costs of supplying electricity.  It was agreed that this would be put on the next agenda however the PC saw no reason why this could not be agreed.

Action Clerk
To affirm the dates of the next meeting of the Parish Council.
The next meeting was confirmed for March 7th 2011 at the Bishampton Village Hall 

The meeting closed at 9.55pm

…………………………………………………

…………………………..

Chairman
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