

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on
Monday, 4th April 2011, 
at the Villages Hall, Throckmorton

Members and Officers present: Cllr Cheetham (chairman), Present: Cllrs Mr Baldwin, Mr Argyle, Mr Mills, Mr Day & Mrs Rimmel

in attendance: Clerk, Mrs E Tucker, Worcester County Councillor and Wychavon District Councillor 
1. Apologies:  Cllr Tucker & Cllr Beever(accepted)
	There was no Public Question Time


2. Declaration of Interest

a) Register of Interests:  Councillors were reminded of the need to update their register of interests.

b) Personal Interests:  none

c) Prejudicial Interests:  none

3. Minutes:  the minutes of the meeting held on 7th March 2011 were approved.

4. Progress reports
1. Progress reports: for information

a) Footpath & Nature reserve

Message from Gordon Kingstone :- 

The walk starts at The Dolphin at 1:30pm and should take 2 hours to complete the 3.5miles.
There are no stiles of course and due to the sterling help of our merry RAG band of helpers there are no obstacles or vegetation to worry about! There are spare Jubilee leaflets in the shop and pub if you do not see Gordon beforehand. 

Why not fore-go the angst of Saturday afternoon shopping and enjoy a pint before / after a really good walk?

Nature Reserve 
A spring clean has been in hand over the past two weeks.  
b) History book society

The book is with a proof reader at present.  Mrs Morris will issue the clerk with bank account details shortly

c) Email announcements

Email addresses are still required; this is to be mentioned in the Newsletter and Parish magazine. 

d) Village Shop/Post Office

1 The guttering still awaits clearance.  Mr A. Argyle to attend to this
Action Argyle
2 The bees are getting into the holes between the bricks both front (shop) and rear area. It was agreed the holes would be filled.




Action Chairman / Hodgkins
3 The Hawthorn tree in front of the shop needs cutting back – Lengthsman to investigate









Action Clerk

4 Feed back on the village shop has been received, details to be passed on to the Postmaster









Action Chairman

5 The speed limit sign out side the shop needs pointing to the road. It is tightened away from the road at present- this is a highways issue.



Action Clerk
e) Phone Kiosk

Mrs Morris has commented on the general state of the Phone Kiosk. Quotes needed for paint and labour.  Enquire from Mrs Morris what type of backing she would need to erect the map. 









Action Argyle/Clerk,
f) Lengthsman

Lengthsman has cleared rubbish and undergrowth from side of Bishampton Road to the entrance of Shorthorn Wood, there is still a lot of work to be done.  Land behind the Dolphin Inn is overgrown with Brambles, Clerk to investigate who’s land this is and if the Lengthsman is insured to do this.









Action Clerk

g) Flood-Drainage

Completed on time and within budget

h) PACT News

The following items were mentioned.  Parking at the village shop, dog fouling, bogus callers, oil theft, 4x4’s being stolen and PC Toms leaving in July.

i) News letter

Mrs Morris to produce a news letter
j) Dog Fouling

Dog fouling is still a problem in the village. The Dog warden has requested that evidence be presented to him so that he may tackle the problem. If any members of the village are able to take photographs of the culprit please submit them confidentially to the Clerk.
2. Planning:

a) Council’s response to planning applications between meetings and reports on    decisions
W/11/00011/PP  10 The Lea, Throckmorton, Pershore, WR10 2JX has been approved.
b) Current planning applications

W/11/00497/AC, Manor Farm, Bishampton

To create a new access – Response sent in

W/11/00228/ET, Northbrook, Main St, Bishampton

Extension of time for application W/08/0001PN – Response sent in

W/11/00343/PP

Install conservation type roof lights to house – Response sent in

3. Finance:
a) To consider the payments to be made 
Cheques to the value of £2,229.90 have been raised for payment

	Date
	Cheque No
	Payee
	Amount
	Item

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	16/03/2011
	1367
	Wychavon planning 
	£322.00
	Planning application for village hall

	04/04/2011
	1368
	Mr G Day
	£62.10
	Indy enabled living - wheelchair ramp for village shop

	04/04/2011
	1369
	SLCC
	£276.00
	Training course for clerk (working with your council)

	04/04/2011
	1370
	Throckmorton Chapel
	£500.00
	Donation to be used to connect electricity

	04/04/2011
	1371
	A Dorrance
	£210.00
	Amber locks locksmith (flat)

	04/04/2011
	1372
	N Winter
	£358.70
	Lengthsman work

	04/04/2011
	1373
	M English
	£407.06
	Wages, Computer & Phone

	 
	 
	M English
	£40.06
	Expenses

	 
	 
	M English
	£53.98
	Overtime - attending conference and SILCA briefing

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	£2,229.90
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


b)  To note any receipts 

Income to the value of £1,166.56 has been received.

£600.00   rent

£566.53   reimbursement from Mr Dorrance for fuel/oil

c) To approve the statement of cash reconciliation for March 2011

The bank reconciliation for March shows that the current account opened with balance of £5,304.24.  Income to the value of £1,166.53 were received, Outgoings to the value of £2,534.60 giving a closing balance of £4,011.17. The savings account had balance of £17,730.93.   

Giving a total balance of £21,667.10
d) To approve claims for expenses/overtime

Clerks expenses: - £94.04

Postage £7.68; Mileage (due to attending training and conference) £32.38; Overtime (due to training and conference) £53.98
4. To consider paying for the Village Hall Renovations on their behalf in order to save the VAT

An email received from Roger Wood (Treasurer BATVHT)
The purpose of the extension is to provide much needed additional storage space.  It will be accessed from the workshop off the lobby, but we will also make provision for a door adjacent to the oil tank at the rear of the building.

Roger Ockenden, who acted as project manager for the rebuilding of the Hall in 1999, has agreed to manage this project.  He is hoping to employ local labour and craftsmen as appropriate, but as yet has not approached anyone.  This approach should save money and will provide employment for local people.  If we go down this route it does mean that we will not have a fixed price contract, we will be relying upon Roger to keep the cost within budget, as he did in 1999 very successfully.  We have initially approved a budget of up to £15000 for the footings, but expect to pay rather less than that.

The Village Hall has the necessary funds to meet all the expenditure but we would like to save the VAT as we did on the two playground areas. I see no difference in this proposal.  I have however contacted Glynne Everett, a VAT adviser, to make sure that he can see no problems with the proposal.  I will be taking a copy of our Trust Deed for him to study and hopefully I will have his view before your meeting on 4th April.

One thing I should mention and that concerns the payment of invoices. If we employ local labour it is likely that we shall have to pay for the materials shortly after delivery and the people doing the work will presumably need progress payments.  This is something that Roger Ockenden will have to discuss with them but I alert you to this possibility now. I can confirm that we have the funds readily available and will be able to give you a cheque to enable the payments to be made

The PC would very much like to help the Village Hall Committee out however what is suggested above is Tax Avoidance, unless a VAT advisor can advise otherwise the PC are unable to assist.







Action Clerk 
5. To consider an application for a grant to Silver Circle
A request has been received to give a donation to Silver Circle to the value of £150.00. This was agreed
6. To consider a Vehicle Activated Speed Sign
A report has been received from Mr Peter Jesson on behalf of PACT for Speed Activation Signs.  It was mutually agreed that the PC would be willing to look into this if Mr Jesson were to willing to arrange the working party and present the proposal to the PC.  If the PC agreed they would like Mr Jesson to oversee the project. Clerk to write a letter detailing the above to Mr Jesson. 
Action Clerk
7. Correspondence for information: None
8. Urgent Decisions since the last meeting:  None
9. Councillors reports and items for future agenda: 

a) Notice Board: It was mutually agreed that a New Notice Board would be purchased and situated under the Oak Tree.  Guide lines for the Notice Board to be written up.
                    Action Clerk/Argyle
b) Allotments – A request has been received requesting an Allotment
c) Due to the retirement of the Chairman and Treasurer of Stoneland and Village Hall Charity (240931) – Cllr Baldwin has agreed to have a look at the books and report back at the next meeting. .  
10. County and District councillor report:

CC tucker reported on the following:-

a) Seven Trent will be holding an Exhibition on the 18th April from 5pm in the Village Hall

b) Pershore High School and seeking Academy Status

c) Pershore Library.  The Town Council has offered to purchase the building.

11. Date of next meeting:  7.30pm on Tuesday 3rd  May 2011 at the Bishampton Village Hall
The meeting closed at 9.08pm
Signed

…………………………………………………

…………………………..

Chairman
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