
Defford and Besford Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting

of Tuesday 26th April 2011
at Defford Village Hall
Present: 
Cllrs John Brookes (Chairman), Ian Spiers , Sonja Lee, Roy Ottley, Ron Davis, David Robinson, David Smith, Ann Roe and Robert Bemand. 
Also present:
Jo Adams, Clerk; 8 members of the public; 
1. Apologies and Declarations of Interest 

No apologies had been received. The following Councillors declared personal, non-prejudicial interests: Cllr Lee: School Governors, Parochial Church Council and Parish Plan Steering Group; Cllr Ottley: Parish Plan Steering Group. In addition, Cllr Ottley declared a personal interest in items 6 and 7, and a personal and prejudicial interest in items 8 and 9. 

2. Minutes of the meeting held on 8th March 2011 to be confirmed and signed

It was resolved that the Minutes of the meeting of the 8th March 2011 should be accepted and signed as a true record. 

3. Planning 

(a) New applications:  

The following planning applications had been received  and circulated around members of the Planning Committee:

W/11/00746/PP Brook Orchard, Upton Road, Defford

Proposal: Garage & machinery store

Planning Committee: No objection

W/11/00650/CU Crabbe Tree Farm, Wadborough

Proposal: Depot for distribution & packing of rock salt

Planning Committee: No objection + comment asking that the District Council monitor closely to ensure that planning conditions are adhered to should the application be approved. 

W/11/00018/ St Marta, Upper Street, Defford

Proposal: Replacement of existing bungalow with two new bungalows

Planning Committee: members of the Committee had mixed opinions on the application but a majority verdict of No Objection was returned. 

(b) Wychavon District Council decisions:  

W/11/00416/PP 
Brook Cottage, Upton Road, Defford

Permitted

W/11/00229/PN 
St Lawrence, 1 Besford Court Estate 

Permitted

4. Finance: To approve any payments due

The following invoices to the end of March totalling £660.80 were approved for payment:

Ashley Gold, Supply of Besford notice board; Worcestershire CALC, Clerks’ gathering 11/1/11; New Farm Ground Maintenance, Lengthsman work. 
The following invoices from 1st April totalling £1219.57 were approved for payment: Open Spaces Society, subscription; Npower, streetlighting; Worcestershire CALC, subscription; S. Williams, installation of Besford notice board; Staffing costs for March ’11; PAYE underpayment for financial year 2010/11; LA Garden Services, grass-cutting Mar/ April ’11; Defford Village Hall, hall hire 26/4/11. 
5. Maintenance of Open Spaces 

The Besford notice board has now been installed at Besford church. 
6. To publicly recognise and put on record the Parish Council’s thanks to the VHMC & supporters for their efforts that provided the Parishes of Defford and Besford with a first class Village Hall

The Council voted with 8 votes for and none against to send a letter to the Village Hall Management Committee thanking its members for their hard work and success in the provision of a modern and well-equipped Village Hall. Cllr Spiers wished to place on record the Council’s thanks to Cllr Davis for his contributions regarding the old Village Hall.  
7. To discuss a request to the VHMC for a Parish Councillor to become a member of the VHMC

Cllr Brookes proposed that items 7, 8 and 9 be deferred until the new Council had taken office. The proposal was seconded by Cllr Davis, agreed by 5 councillors and carried. 
8. To discuss the payment of the Village Hall annual insurance policy

Cllr Brookes proposed that items 7, 8 and 9 be deferred until the new Council had taken office. The proposal was seconded by Cllr Davis, agreed by 5 councillors and carried. 

9. To discuss grass-cutting on the area of grass next to the Village Hall

Cllr Brookes proposed that items 7, 8 and 9 be deferred until the new Council had taken office. The proposal was seconded by Cllr Davis, agreed by 5 councillors and carried. 

10. Councillors reports  

(a)  County Councillor A Hardman

County Councillor Hardman was not present. 
(b)  District Councillor R Davis

i. District Councillor Davis reported that the District Council were hopeful that it would be able to recover up to 85% of its funds formerly invested in Icelandic banks.  

ii. The consultation on the County’s bus services has been extended until the 18th May. The County Council’s updated proposal for the 382 service is to withdraw the late evening and weekend services, and to revise the daytime service. In response to this, councillors expressed disappointment in particular that the evening service was being withdrawn when the Council had responded to the consultation specifically stating that this aspect of the service was of significant importance to the villages’ teenagers. 
(c)  Parish Councillors

a. Cllr Roe reported that a parishioner had asked if it would be possible for a gas supply to be piped to the village. The possibility was investigated some 12 years ago but was ruled out due to the cost, as the nearest main is in Pershore. Cllr Roe noted that the cost of oil has risen considerably over the last 12 years and that the issue may be worth revisiting. 
b. It has been ascertained that the wooden doors from the old Village Hall, originally from Strensham Hall, have been sold. Cllr Roe said that it would have been courteous to have informed those who had originally donated the doors to the old hall. 
c. Cllr Roe suggested that the Parish Council may wish to consider creating an annual award, for example, for the best kept garden, which could be administered by the Garden Club and supported financially by the Council. 
d. Cllr Roe informed the Council that she had decided not to stand for re-election and thanked the colleagues and fellow councillors that she had worked with during her time as a councillor. Cllr Roe was thanked in turn by the Council for her long-standing service to the community. 
e. Cllr Lee reported that a children’s party would be held in Village Hall on the day of the Royal Wedding, 29th April starting at 3pm. 
f. Cllr Bemand asked if there were any allotments in the village. It was ascertained that there are not, and the Cow Leasow land which could potentially be used as allotments is already rented. 
g. Cllr Bemand reported a near accident on the A4104 following one car overtaking another, and asked if double lines could be painted in the centre of the road to prohibit overtaking in the village. This would have to be requested of the County Council’s Highways department who would carry out the relevant investigations into whether it would be necessary to restrict overtaking at this location. 
11. Correspondence and matters to be raised for next agenda 

The following correspondence had been received:

· As previously noted, the County Council have submitted revised proposals regarding the reduction in bus services, including the 382. A further response to be submitted.
· The County Council have issued their draft 2011-2014 Children and Young Peoples’ Plan which is available for comment. 
· A letter from the Wychavon Citizen’s advice bureau. 

12. To confirm date of the next meeting 

The date of the next meeting, which is the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council, was confirmed as Tuesday 17th May 2011 at 7.45pm at Defford Village Hall, with the Annual Parish Meeting taking place on Tuesday 31st May. 
Public Questions
i. A parishioner asked Cllr Davis to outline his contribution to the Parish in the last 5 years in response to some election literature that she had received.   
ii. A parishioner asked why resurfacing work had not been carried out on either Bakers Hill which or the deceleration lane into Harpley Road both of which are in an extremely poor state of repair. 
The meeting was closed at 9.30pm
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