
Defford and Besford Parish Council

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council 

on Tuesday 17th May 2011
at Defford Village Hall
Present: 
Cllrs Ian Spiers, Sonja Lee, Hazel Wakefield, Ron Davis, David Robinson, Patricia Steel, Roy Shepherd and Robert Bemand. 
Also present:
Jo Adams, Clerk; 12 members of the public

1. Election of Chairman of the Council and signing of declaration of office

Cllr Lee nominated Cllr Bemand, with Cllr Shepherd seconding. Cllr Davis nominated Cllr Spiers with Cllr Robinson seconding. A vote was taken with 3 votes for Cllr Spiers and 5 for Cllr Bemand who was duly elected as Chairman of the Council and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.   
2. Apologies and Declarations of Interest 

Apologies had been received from County Councillor Hardman. 
a) Councillors were reminded of the need to complete their register of interests following the recent elections. 
b) The following councillors declared personal, non-prejudicial interests: Cllr Davis: Rooftop Housing Group; Cllr Lee: School Governors; Cow Leasow; Cllr Spiers declared a personal interest in the investigation into some election literature that has been recently circulated; Cllr Shepherd: Defford Relief in Need and Defford Village Hall; Cllr Wakefield: Defford Village Hall. 
3. Election of Vice-Chairman of the Council

Cllr Shepherd nominated Cllr Lee, with Cllr Wakefield seconding. There were no other nominations so Cllr Lee was duly elected as Vice-Chair of the Council. 
4. To nominate councillors as representatives to the following outside bodies:

a) Defford Relief in Need: Cllr Wakefield
b) Village Hall Management Committee: A request to be made to the VHMC that Cllr Steel represents the Parish Council on the Committee. 
c) The Planning Committee: Cllrs Steel, Spiers, Lee and Bemand
d) The Finance and General Purposes Committee: Cllrs Bemand, Lee, Spiers and Wakefield
5. To review the Standing Orders, Financial Regulations, Risk Assessment and Asset Register

The documents were reviewed and changes resolved as follows: 

Standing Orders: 13j, 21, 23, 27, 30 to be modified. 
Financial regulations: An addition to 7 to allow for payment of salaries by bank standing order; to note the omission of 13.2. 
Risk assessment: Noted. The integrity of the boundary between the car park and the railway embankment was still of concern. 
Asset register: Streetlights, telephone kiosk, notice-boards, model railway carriages to be added.
6. To review the Parish Council’s Insurance Policy

Cllr Bemand suggested that the councillors review the insurance document and suggest any changes at the next meeting. In the meantime, the policy would be renewed. 
7. To note the Code of Conduct

Councillors were reminded of their obligation to abide by the Code of Conduct. 

8. To confirm the Bank Signatories and appoint additional signatory or signatories

An additional two bank signatories were required due to the loss of Cllrs Roe and Ottley. Cllr Bemand and Cllr Wakefield agreed to perform this role. Both remaining existing signatories indicated that they were happy to continue. 

9. To agree the dates and venues of future meetings for the year 

It was agreed that the next meetings would take place on the following dates: 21st June ’11, 2nd August ’11, 13th September ’11, 8th November ’11, 10th January ’12, 13th March ’12. The Annual Meeting of the Parish Council was provisionally arranged for the 8th May ’12 and the Annual Parish Meeting was provisionally arranged for the 22nd May ’12. All meetings were to take place at Defford Village Hall except the August meeting which would be held at Besford Court Community Hall. 
10. Minutes of the Meeting held on 26th April 2011 to be confirmed and signed

It was resolved to accept the Minutes of the meeting of the 26th April 2011 subject to the following amendments: 

That the words “The Council voted with 8 votes for and none against to send a letter to” to replace the words “The Council agreed that a letter should be sent to” in Item 6. 

That wording be added as follows:  “Cllr Spiers wished to place on record the Council’s thanks to Cllr Davis for his contributions regarding the old Village Hall” also in Item 6. 

11. Planning 

a) New Applications: there were none
b) Wychavon District Council decisions

W/11/00746/PP
Brook Orchard, Upton Road, Defford

Permitted
W/11/00650/CU
Crabbe Tree Farm, Wadborough

Permitted

Correspondence had been received from Wychavon District Council that the following planning application would be discussed that the Wychavon Planning Committee on the 26th May ’11:

W/10/00276/CU
Home Farm, St Peter’s Lane, Besford

12. Finance: To approve any payments due
The following invoices totalling £635.05 were approved for payment: AON, Parish Council insurance; Defford Village Hall, Hall hire 17/5/11.  

13. Maintenance of Open Spaces

The County Council have confirmed that when utility companies effect repairs that necessitate digging up the road surface, then they are responsible for the integrity of that repair, but that this in itself should not prevent the County Council from carrying out repairs to the road surface if they are required. 
14. Councillors reports  

a) County Councillor A Hardman

County Councillor Hardman was not present. It was suggested that Cllr Hardman send a report to the Parish Council if he was unable to attend a meeting. 
b) District Councillor R Davis

District Cllr Davis informed the meeting that the first meeting of the new Council had taken place that evening. The recent elections had resulted in a Conservative controlled Council with 38 of the 45 members being Conservative. The new Chairman of the Council is Tony Miller and the Vice-Chair Richard Morris. Cllr Davis has taken on the role of Executive Board Member for Community and Personal Health and Welfare, and also sits on the South Worcestershire Shared Service Committee. 
c) Parish Councillors

i. Cllr Lee informed the Committee that the Parish Plan was ongoing with information being gathered from the Community. 

ii. Cllr Steel informed the Council that following the consultation into local bus services, the County Council propose to withdraw the late evening and Sunday services as there would appear to be low usage at these times. In addition, the daytime service would be reduced. Cllr Steel noted that as a purely commercial service, the operating bus company could legally withdraw the service with only six weeks’ notice, whereas if the service was subsided, the County Council retained a level of control. In view of this, it would be more secure if the service could attract a subsidy albeit a small one. The Council expressed disappointment at the loss of the evening and Sunday service. 
iii. Cllr Shepherd asked the Council for a vote of thanks to Cllr Lee for organising the children’s’ party in the Village Hall on the day of the Royal Wedding. The Council were happy to thank Cllr Lee and congratulate her on the success of the event. 
iv. Cllr Lee observed that the Harpley Road to Spring Bank footpath was in need of more gravel in places. 
15. Correspondence and matters to be raised for next agenda

The following correspondence had been received:

· A letter from a parishioner (minuted under Public Questions), regarding an item of election literature that had been circulated on the eve of the election. 

· A letter from the Open Spaces Society appealing for donations. 

· Information on training events for Parish Councillors – to be distributed. 

16. To confirm date of the next meeting 

The date of the next meeting, which is the Annual Parish Meeting, was confirmed as Tuesday 31st May 2011 at 7.45pm at Defford Village Hall, with the next Parish Council meeting, as minuted at item 9, confirmed as Tuesday 21st June at 7.45pm at Defford Village Hall.  
Public Questions

i. A parishioner expressed concern regarding some election literature that he has received which made various claims about the Village Hall Management Committee, the Parish News and summary  individuals. Mr Newman was concerned at the tone and accuracy of the letter and he requested that the Parish Councillors work together cohesively for the good of the community. 
ii. A parishioner requested that a representative from the Parish Council is present at the forthcoming Wychavon Planning Committee meeting to speak on the Home Farm planning application.  

iii. A parishioner asked if Councillors would be declaring interests on loans made to the Defford Village Hall.   
iv. A parishioner asked for further details on the sale of the central doors formerly situated in the old Village Hall. 

v. A parishioner had seen youths in the car park and was concerned that the boundary between the car park and railway embankment was insufficiently marked or indicated as a danger. 

vi. A parishioner asked if the lamp-post situated next to the site of the former Village Hall was still needed. 
The meeting was closed at 9.40pm. 
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