West Malvern Parish Council

Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 

Monday 9th May 2011 in West Malvern Village Hall at 7.30pm.
Present

Cllrs. Mrs JM Roberts, Mr M Aldridge, Mrs J Burford, Mr W Shearer.
In Attendance
District Cllr. Prof. J Raine; Mr Andrew Boughton; Mr D Sharp (Clerk) and 16 members of the public.
Before the meeting councillors completed their acceptance of office declarations.

Mr Andrew Boughton addressed the meeting regarding the future of the Lamb Inn.  He was acting for the current owner who had recently purchased the property.  He outlined three possible options: firstly that the pub reopens in its current form; secondly that the site is redeveloped for housing; and thirdly that part of the site is redeveloped but part of the original building reopens as a pub, but in a different form.  He had discounted the first option since previous tenants over the past few years had failed to make a success of the business and he considered that the business in its present form was not viable.  Twenty three responses to a survey had been received of which 9 were supportive of a music venue and 11 suggested a non music venue pub.

Most of the public present urged Mr Boughton that every effort should be made to retain the pub in its current form as a music venue and were convinced that it could be viable under the right management.  It was suggested that a period of 6 months to a year should be allowed to test its feasibility.  It was pointed out that the Lamb complimented the other pub in the village, The Brewers Arms, since they catered for different cliental.  To open the Lamb in a smaller and different guise would threaten the future of both.
Mr Boughton promised to discuss all the matters raised with his client and would keep the Parish Council informed of developments.

The current chairman, Cllr. Roberts thanked Mr Boughton and the members of the public for attending and the Parish Council meeting proper started at 8.30pm.       

56/11 Election of Chairman

Cllr. Shearer was elected unanimously as chairman and duly completed his acceptance of office.
57/11 Apologies

To consider acceptance of apologies for absence from Councillors: District Cllr. Luna Della.
58/11 Declarations of Interest & Changes to be Notified to the Register of Interests

Cllrs. Aldridge and Harnden declared personal interests in agenda item 10 since they were both allotment holders.  
59/11 Co-option

To consider applications for co-option to the Parish Council: Mrs Ellie Harnden, Mrs Kate Harding and Mr Sam Allison were the only applicants for the three vacancies; they were co-opted by unanimous consent and duly completed their acceptance of office.
60/11 Election of officers, committees, working groups, and parish council representatives.

The following were duly elected:

Vice Chairman – Cllr. E Harnden
Community Woodland Working Group – Cllrs. M Aldridge & E Harnden

Playing Fields Working Group – Cllrs. W Shearer, S Allison & K Harding

Tree Wardens – J Whittlestone was confirmed but it was noted that she was to retire in September.
Footpath Warden – R Whittlestone

Allotment Wardens – J Nisbet & Cllr. M Aldridge
Allotment association Representative – Cllr. M Aldridge

Playground Inspector – Cllr. W Shearer

61/11 Reports from other representatives
To receive reports from County and District Councillors and Malvern Hills Conservators: 
No reports were made.
62/11 Minutes
To consider for adoption the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting:  The minutes of the meeting held on 11th April were unanimously approved and signed by the Chairman.
63/11 Progress Reports and other matters arising from the minutes

Gas Lamps: The Clerk reported that Sight Design were now winding up the gas lamps and hoped to start removing some of the heads next week for refurbishment.
64/11 Playing Fields
To consider allowing the WestFest organisation to run a permanent water supply to the bottom field: This item was deferred since no official request had been made following the initial contact regarding the issue.
65/11 Allotments & Community Woodland

To consider extending the cultivated area of the allotment gardens: It was agreed that a grassed section on the eastern boundary adjacent to the Old Hollow bungalows be cultivated as two additional plots.  The Clerk was to liaise with grass cutting contractors and Jim Nisbet over marking out. 
The Community Woodland was in good order although the gate to the Outdoor Centre required attention.
66/11 Planning
The following applications were considered:
	Application No
	From
	Details

	11/00420/HOU
	Mr Stephen Osbourn

The Firs, 243 West Malvern Rd
	Double garage with playroom above

	11/00480/HOU
	Mr Ward & Ms Straughay

155 West Malvern Road
	Construction of garden home office/studio


11/00420/HOU – It was agreed to return ‘objection’ – ‘The Parish Council objects to the application because: a. A small section of on road parking will be lost; b. The garage access is directly onto the highway and ingress and egress will be compromised; c. The building is not in keeping with the area. 
11/00480/HOU – It was agreed to return ‘no comment’.
67/11 Finance
i. To consider payment of invoices presented:  The following payments were approved:
	From/Due to
	Date
	Amount
	Details

	J Moore
	30/04
	£104.00
	Lengthman Fees (April)

	SF Creamer
	-
	£32.00
	Bus Shelter Cleaning (April)

	DA Sharp
	09/05
	£100.00
	Clerk ½ Year Expenses 10/11

	DA Sharp
	09/05
	£313.28
	Clerk’s Fees Apr (£391.48 gross SP25)

	
	TOTAL
	£549.28
	


After these payments are made bank balances will be as follows:

	Savings Account B/F
	£8,694.72
	
	Community Account B/F
	(£16.35)

	
	
	
	Precept
	£7992.00

	
	
	
	WCC Lengthman (March)
	£104.00

	
	
	
	May Payments
	(£549.28)

	Savings Account C/F
	£8,694.72
	
	Community Account C/F
	£7530.37


ii. To confirm the appointment of the internal auditor: Mr Steve Tustin was appointed.
68/11 Correspondence

To consider the following correspondence previously circulated: 
	FROM
	
	SUBJECT

	Civic Society
	
	Civic Week

	John Drinkwater
	
	Bluebells

	WestFest
	
	Water Supply

	WCC
	
	Bus Service Review

	Malvern Hills AONB
	
	Landscape Strategy

	CALC
	(i)
	Updates

	Aon
	(ii)
	Insurance Schedule

	Rospa
	
	Playground Inspection

	MHDC
	
	Printing Services

	MHDC
	
	Planning Decisions


(i) – It was agreed not to join CALC this year, the subscription being £517.36
(ii) - The Clerk was to attempt to reduce the Aon Insurance premium from £1737.69 
69/11
 Councillors’ items for Report

To report information and raise items for future consideration:  The Village Hall Committee had voiced concern over Parish Council papers that were stored in the hall.  The Clerk and Chairman were to review the contents of the files and archive if necessary. 
70/11 Next Meeting
The date of the next Parish Council Meeting was confirmed as Monday 13th June 2011 at 7.30pm. 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.50 pm.
