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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in Lower Moor Parish Rooms on

Thursday, 5th February, 2009, commencing at 7.30pm.
Present:
Mr N Butler, Mr M Hayes, Mrs B Holme, 
Ms Ann Buckley.
Clerk Mrs C Morris.
In attendance: Cllr Liz Tucker (Worcs County Council and Wychavon District Council Ward Member)

The meeting opened at 7.32pm.

1. To consider apologies for absence. 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Cohen and Bracewell who had work commitments.


2.  To consider: a) Declarations of Interest (Personal & Prejudicial) and b) Any changes to be notified to the Register of Interest and Gifts & Hospitability.

Cllr Butler declared his interest in item 5.

3. Minutes of the meeting on 8th January 2009 to be confirmed and signed. 

4. To consider any applications for co-option to fill the council’s remaining seat.

A candidate had indicated interest and the clerk had investigated his eligibility. It seemed he was eligible and it was hoped he could be co-opted next month.

NEW ITEMS:
Cllr Butler left the room at 7.40pm for the following item:
5. To consider councillor expenses and recompense for major duties.

Cllr Butler and Cllr Cohen had to take unpaid leave from work to attend and represent the parish council at the recent glasshouses planning inquiry. Cllr Hayes had proposed compensation for them and the PC had agreed to use some of the money set aside from the amount allocated from reserves to fight the case if possible. (£1500 was allocated and £900 used to pay the planning consultant – money was saved when Cllr Butler, assisted by Cllr Cohen, offered to represent the PCs at the hearing). 
Based on Cllr Butler’s estimate of his lost earnings, the council agreed to increase the chairman’s allowance by another £500, which would be for this financial year only, to take into account extraordinary circumstances. This fund could then be distributed by the chairman between the two parties involved. The council extended its thanks to the councillors for their many hours of hard work. (clerk to double check all procedure with CALC). Action clerk

Cllr Butler returned 7.50pm.
6. To consider liaison with neighbouring parish councils.

Cllr Butler reported that following the glasshouse liaison, it had been suggested that occasional informal meetings be organised between local PCs. It was agreed this could be a good idea and Cllr Butler could represent the PC at future gatherings.


REGULAR ITEMS:
7. Finance: 
7.1. Accounts for payment.

One invoice was received – Npower, street light electricity - but payment was put on hold until the clerk had investigated a large increase. Action clerk

7.2. To note any receipts.

Savings Account Interest - £1.46

7.3. Bank reconciliation.
Jan in: 
Savings interest

£1.46
Jan Out:
450
Clerk wage & X s
£314.56
451
Fladbury PC

£900.00
 


Total  £1,214.56

The bank reconciliation showed that in the current account, payments of £1,214.56 had been made, leaving its total at January 30 standing at £1,664.05. The savings account accrued £1.46 in interest bringing its total to £17,234.69. That meant that the council’s total cash assets at the end of January 2009 stood at £18,898.74.

7.4. To approve overtime/expenses for January 2009.

The council approved travelling expenses for Cllr Buckley to travel 11 miles to attend a meeting at Norton about the proposed wind farm. 
Clerk’s expenses of £4.32 were approved.

The clerk left the room for the following item:
7.5. Clerk’s annual salary review.

It was agreed that the clerk’s salar6 should be raised by two spinal points, to pt 21. One point as an annual rise and one point for extra duties involved in appointing a lengthsman. To be implemented next month and backdated a month.

The clerk returned after five minutes.

8. Planning: 

8.1. To consider new planning applications/issues: 
Glasshouse appeal:
The council was very disappointed to hear that the inspector had found in favour of the developers following the public inquiry. Cllr Butler had been in touch with Wychavon DC, whose officers were also surprised and disappointed by the decision. They were consulting with their barrister whether a judicial review was an option. It was agreed that further avenues of appeal could only be explored jointly with WDC so their decision would be awaited. In the meantime, it was agreed that Cllr Butler would request involvement with the implementing of conditions imposed upon the development. Action Cllr Butler
 
New plans received and dealt with under delegated powers:
 
W/08/03234/PN Installation of a temporary 70m high wind monitoring mast for three years to measure wind resource. Sheriffs Lench.
The council noted that the mast would be visible from its parish. Members had no objection to the mast in principle but expressed surprise that Scottish Power was pursuing wind farm plans without first having ascertained the levels of wind involved. Clerk to inform WDC. Action Clerk
(See below also)

W/08/00160/PP Ash Furlong, Bridge Street, Lower Moor, Pershore. First Floor rear extension.
The council had no objection to this plan. Action Clerk
8.2. To confirm comments sent to the Planning Authorities between meetings.  None


8.3. To note any Decision Notices received from Wychavon District Council.  None


9. Street Lighting:
9.1. To note fault reports and hear progress on faults.
It was noted that the blinking lamp in Bridge Street was not yet repaired. Action Clerk

9.2. To discuss action necessary to maintain/repair/update the lighting system.
Cllr Butler had spoken to the E-on engineers about the two lights which were to be repaired first. It was agreed he should arrange a meeting with the engineer on site, to look at them and the others in the first phase of lights and give his recommendations for their repair. Action Cllr Butler

10. Playing Field - To consider repairs/improvements necessary for the play area and field.

It was reported that Cllr Bracewell had gathered a working party to address the immediate issues at the playground – to make safe the surface and gate and to generally tidy the area. She was also proposing a new item of equipment, to be paid from Cllr Tucker’s grant, which would be handed over to the PC. It was agreed that last year’s safety report should be reviewed before the 2009 check took place in March. Action Clerk/Cllr Butler

11. Village Hall – To consider any village hall issues.

Mrs Martin had supplied the clerk with a village hall report:

· The management committee had secured a grant to resurface the hall with an oak floor and work should start in two weeks. 
· A grant had also been secured and another reapplied for to provide solar heating. Some of the money would pay for a structural survey and loft insulation as part of the scheme.
· The hall had been booked for use as a polling station for the European election on June 4th. (pc meeting needs to be changed) Action Clerk
· The next meeting of the committee would be held in April.

12. Lengthsman: To consider any lengthsman issues/ work schedule.

The Lengthsman is due to collect his equipment and should be starting work soon. Cllr Butler/Cohen to prepare drainage checking schedule. Action Cohen/Butler


UPDATES:

13. To consider any updates on any of the following ongoing issues:
· Flower barrel scheme for the village None.

· Parking and lorries along Manor Road/Bridge Street. None

· The adoption of land in Chestnut Close. The council agreed that they would like to see the previous landscaping proposal implemented and shrubs either removed or moved to back of the land, before they adopted the area for the parish. Action Clerk


· Allotments. Cllr Hayes reported continued interest in the scheme, which was well under way.

· Website. The clerk was adding documents to the website. Cllr Buckley was to supply a short piece for inclusion on the title page and cllrs to supply photos. The site was not yet live.
· Newsletter. It was agreed that the time was not right for a newsletter lights consultation so a general newsletter was to be prepared. To include news on the shop, the playground, the glasshouses, the lengthsman, the allotments, thanks for the flower barrels and an item about parking on pavements.
· Flooding. Cllr Cohen had continued liaising with WDC and WCC
· Wind Farm. Cllr Buckley gave a report from the meeting she attended with members of Norton & Lenchwick, Church Lench and Bishampton & Throckmorton Parish Councils.  She said all parties found the meeting helpful and wanted to continue meeting as new developments occurred, so that action could be co-ordinated between the parishes. It was agreed that Hill & Moor PC should continue involvement with the group. 
· Housing. A local joint core strategy meeting was noted (see correspondence)
· Lengthsman. As above

14. Reports from councillors/county and district councillor.

Cllr Liz Tucker spoke about WDC budget cuts, which would mean no more money for litter-picking and no more councillor grants. WCC was considering where it could make cuts soon.

Cllr Hayes reported that he had been approached again about problems with inconsiderate parking on the pavement. He was to raise the issue again at the next PACT meeting. This was taking place on March 4th. 

15.  Correspondence.

South Worcs Joint Core Strategy was staging a meeting in Pershore to discuss the proposals for new houses. Cllr Hayes was due to attend to represent Hill & Moor PC.

16. Items for next agenda and to affirm the date of the next meeting of the Parish Council.

The date for the next meeting was confirmed as Thursday, March 5th.



The meeting closed at 10.00pm.

………………………………………………..(chairman) 
……………………………………………..(date)
C. Morris  - 
Mrs C Morris. Clerk


