KEMERTON PARISH COUNCIL


The minutes of Kemerton Parish Council Meeting held at the Victoria Hall, Kemerton on Thursday 31st August 2011 at 7.30pm.

PRESENT

Cllrs Mr A Darby OBE, Mrs C Ford (Chair), Dr C Renfrew and
 Dr R Withnall.

IN ATTENDANCE    
Ms J Shields (Clerk).  

1. Apologies for Absence.
Apologies were received and accepted from Ms M Fittus, Sir D Logan and Mr S Papacostantinou. 
2. Declaration of Interests.

Councillors were reminded to update their registers of interest and to declare any personal or prejudicial interest in items on the agenda and the nature of that interest.

3. To Consider The Adoption Of The Minutes Of The Meeting Held On 7th July 2011. 
The minutes having been previously circulated were agreed and signed as a true record. 

4. County Councillor Report. 

None received.
5. District Councillor Report.
Cllr Darby advised he and Cllr Logan had met Mr G Duerden (Wychavon Planning Enforcement Officer) regarding the recent activities reported to the council at Ashbury Farm in the middle of Kemerton.   In general the planning regulations do not prohibit the parking of agricultural machinery or the laying of hard core for this purpose; nor does the district council have the power to suggest this activity should be undertaken at a different location on a farm.  The farm is in the COM 13 – protected open space, which protects the area from development but not activities consistent with farming.  Mr Duerden will be asking Mr Hussell’s Land Agents about his farming needs.  It appears the intention is for the parking area for agricultural machinery to be consolidated, removing machinery from an area to be re-instated as orchard.  In this regard a planning application is likely to be lodged to regularise some issues, in particular the hard core which was laid some years ago without prior notice to the district council.
Cllr Darby also advised that a meeting of the district council will take place in late September to discuss the proposed changes to Planning Laws and formulate a response to the white paper.  The potential changes are of a great to concern to Wychavon.
6. Progress Reports for Information.

a) Clerk.
Kemerton Road will not be re surfaced until 2013.

The cutting of the grass verges in Jobs Lane has been investigated.  Only part of the lane has been adopted by the Highways Department (but not that part after South Hey) and the grass verges should be cut to this extent 6 times a year during the growing season.    
b) Chairman’s Report. No report.
c) Bredon Hill Conservation Group.  No report.
d) Vehicle Activated Speed Sign. 
Ongoing, awaiting the results of Highways’ advice on positioning. 
e) Printing of Parish Plan and Village Design Scheme.
The clerk will print two copies of each to display in the shop.
7. 
Correspondence For Information. (Listed On The Clerk’s Report.)
The South Worcestershire Development Plan - Evidence gathering will be completed by Cllr Darby and the Clerk, and form submitted.

8. To Discuss Celebrating The Queens Diamond Jubilee And HMS Kemerton.
As suggested by the Victoria Hall Committee, the proposed evening festivities for the Kemerton Show and Fair 2012 could be allied to the Diamond Jubilee.  It was felt this was a good idea and could work well.  Cllr Renfrew proposed, Cllr Darby seconded and it was agreed by all to accept the proposal for the Diamond Jubilee celebrations.  The Clerk will contact Mrs Marsh.
Cllr Ford will contact Mr Mcleish, one of the organisers of the HMS Kemerton weekend (9/10 June 2012), to advise him that the council have agreed to make a donation to this event.  
9. To Discuss the Appointment Of A Lengthsman. 
After discussions with the Mr Hull it was apparent that Mr Hull did not wish to continue as lengthsman on a self employed basis, but was prepared to continue if he was an employee of the council.  Cllr Withnall proposed, Cllr Darby seconded and it was agreed to transfer the lengthsman contract from a “contract of services’ to a contract of employment.  
10. To Discuss Purchase of Grit Bins.

The council agreed in principle to purchase two grit bins.  However further consideration will be given as to how useful these would be to the village.  The bins would be initially filled by the district council but refilling the bins will need to be arranged by this council from an undercover grit store.  The logistics of refilling the grit bin may make the whole thing unworkable/impracticable.
11. 
Finance

a) Invoices to Be Paid.
R Jones £1,050.00, Victoria Hall £13.00, Clerks Expenses £34.28.
b) To Receive Bank Balance To Date.
Remittance received- reclaimed VAT £15.43

Bank Balance was presented to the Council. The clerk had closed the post office account and the monies moved to savings account. 
c) To Consider moving funds to a Higher Interest Account.
Cllr Withnall proposed, Cllr Darby seconded and it was agreed to move £6,000.00 to a 6 months Bond with the Cambridge Building Society.   Cllr Renfrew and the clerk to proceed.
12. Planning.

a) To Ratify The Comments For Applications Submitted Since The Last Meeting. 


None to date.
b) To Consider Planning Applications Submitted since the Publishing of the Agenda.

None to date.
c) To Report Wychavon Planning Decisions. 
None to date.
13. Items For Future Agenda and Councillor Reports.

Precept, Brief overview of the council.
14. Date Of Next Meeting.

Tuesday 1st November.
