LEIGH AND BRANSFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Leigh and Bransford Parish Council held at Leigh and Bransford Memorial Hall at 7.30pm on Tuesday 17th May 2011. 

Present:           
Mr J Sharp (chairman)


Mr M Gloster






Mr R Husband



Mr. G Jones

Mr P Miller



Mr P Hawkins


Mr B Tasker



Mr B Porter




8 members of the public



Mrs M Cooke and Mr S Seymour joined the meeting after item 7.



Mr A Warburton joined the meeting at 9.00pm.



1.    WELCOME AND APOLOGIES
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. Apologies were received from Mr J Burton, Mr A Warburton, Mr D Hughes and Mr C Smith
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND CHANGES TO THE REGISTER OF INTERESTS
a) There were none.

b) There were no changes to the register of interests.

3. OPEN FORUM

The meeting was closed to allow the public present to speak.

Mr Johnson spoke on behalf of residents living adjacent to Hamilton House (planning application 11/00441/FUL). He summarised the background to the situation and noted that the applicant had now been amended to Parkcare Homes (No 2) Ltd.  He requested that the parish council object to the application in order to preserve the amenity of the neighbouring residents.

Mr Lennard reiterated the concerns relating to the change of use to allow business use of the property, and requested that the parish council object in order to preserve the comfort and privacy of neighbouring residents. 

A resident raised the issue of the outstanding repairs to the road surface and pavement in Hop Pole Green. The chairman noted that the matter was currently being pursued and would be discussed under item 11c.
The meeting was reconvened.
4.  TO RECEIVE THE REPORT OF THE LOCAL POLICING OFFICER
The officer was not present but the chairman updated the meeting regarding the results of the recent speed enforcement action on Suckley Road.
5.
TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS HELD ON 22nd MARCH 2011 
Having previously been circulated, the minutes were confirmed and signed by the Chairman. It was noted that the work on policies and procedures needed to meet the requirements of the new standing orders, previously to have been carried out by Mr Williamson, still needed to be addressed.
6.
TO RECEIVE THE REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER BODIES
a) Worcestershire County Council
b) Malvern Hills District Council
The County and District council representatives had given apologies. The chairman read out a letter from Mr Hughes regarding the possibility of purchasing a flashing 30mph sign. To be considered later in the meeting.
7.
TO CONSIDER THE CO-OPTION OF ADDITIONAL MEMBERS OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

Applications had been received from Mr S Seymour and Mrs M Cooke. The chairman read out their personal statements and proposed they be co-opted. Mr Gloster seconded the proposal and they were co-opted unanimously. Mr Seymour and Mrs Cooke then joined the meeting.


8.
PLANNING

a) Minutes of the planning committee meeting held on 26th April.


Having previously been circulated, the minutes were accepted and signed.


b) Planning applications received.

	L&B

Ref No
	MHDC

Ref No.
	Proposal Details
	Location
	PC Response
	Summary of reasoning

	493
	11/00441/FUL
	Application for removal of condition 3 of planning permission MH86/01242 

“The garage hereby permitted shall be used solely for the garaging of private vehicles and for purposes incidental to the enjoyment of the dwelling house and not for the carrying out of any trade or business”
	Hamilton House

Malvern Road

Leigh Sinton

WR13 5DZ
	Objection

	


It was noted that the applicant had now been amended to Parkcare Homes (No 2) Ltd and the supporting letter requested at the previous planning meeting was read out.
Mr Husband proposed that the parish council object to the application, Mr Tasker seconded and the motion was carried (9 in favour, 1 abstention). The clerk was requested to ask MHDC planning department if planning permission was in place for the new garage that had been built on the site.
c) Planning decisions received from MHDC.

There were none.

d) Legality of large advertising banners within the parish

The matter was to have been considered by Mr Williamson and will now be taken up by the new chair of 
planning.
9. 
TO CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING APPLICATIONS FOR DISCRETIONARY RURAL RATE 
RELIEF

a) Unit 2, The Somers Arms, Hereford Road, Leigh Sinton – Mr J Burton


Option A (The business is of benefit to the local community and it is reasonable for the parish to support 
it financially) proposed by Mr Husband, seconded by Mr Miller, carried 9 votes for with 1 abstention.


b) Bransford Service Station, Worcester Road, Bransford – Mr C Powell


Option B ( The business is of benefit to the local community and supported in principle but the parish 
council cannot support it financially) proposed by Mr Miller, seconded by Mr Gloster and carried 
unanimously.


c) The Post Office, Sinton House, Hereford Road, Leigh Sinton – Mr D Kalcutt


Option A proposed by Mr Sharp, seconded by Mr Gloster and carried unanimously.
10.
TO CONSIDER A REQUEST FROM THE CHURCH OF ST EDBURGA, LEIGH FOR 
ADDITIONAL FINANCIAL SUPPORT


The chairman read out a letter from J Colley requesting additional funding to assist the church in 
undertaking repairs to a damaged retaining wall. The matter was debated and Mr Husband proposed an 
additional £500 if the church can confirm that they have raised the remaining £9500 required to 
complete the work. Seconded by Mr Tasker, carried 6 votes for, 3 against.
.

11.
TO RECEIVE UPDATES ON MATTERS ARISING IN PREVIOUS MINUTES


a) Play area and lay-by development – Leigh Sinton Primary School


Awaiting feedback from Mr C Smith regarding a meeting between interested parties.


b) Donation to Memorial Hall


The Memorial Hall committee had supplied a set of accounts, which were circulated and discussed. They 
had also been in contact to discuss repairs required to the windows of the hall and it was also noted that 
facia boards need replacing and painting work is required. The view was taken that the beading and facia 
work should be undertaken by a joiner but that the remaining work would be a suitable job for the 
Community Payback team. The chairman requested that a site meeting with the Community Payback co-
coordinator be organised. Mr Seymour to liaise with the Memorial Hall chairman, Mr Etheridge.

c) Highways Matters



 
1) Missing road sign – Bransford Roundabout



2) Condition of road surfaces and verges – Leigh



3) Condition of road surfaces and pavement – Hop Pole Green



4) Request for signage and footpath


It was noted that a new Highways Liaison Engineer, Mr Brienza, is now in post. The Chairman to meet 
with him and Mr C Smith to progress the outstanding issues.


Mr Warburton arrived at this point and the meeting returned to item 6b to allow him to report. He noted 
that the new council had defeated a proposal to disband the audit committee and had also appointed an 
Alderman. He also provided an update on the planning enquiry into the application for the proposed 
gypsy site currently underway. The chairman noted that the fact that MHDC had not made provision for 
the designated number of gypsy sites required in the district was a problem and requested that Mr 
Warburton and Mr Hughes follow the matter up to ensure that the policy is acted upon.

The chairman thanked Mr Warburton for attending.

d) Repairs to Bransford play area


It was noted that the repairs have cost more than originally expected since additional surfacing material 
has had to be purchased. The materials are now on site and waiting to be laid. Mr Porter agreed to 
email the clerk with details of the swing seat that needs to be ordered.

e) Bransford Flooding


Mr Gloster is attending a meeting on 18th May with representatives of the Highways department, County 
Council and the Environment Agency. The parish Lengthsman meanwhile has dug out all the drains and 
culverts in the vicinity. Mr Warburton noted that the grant application referred to in a previous meeting 
had not been successful.

f) Stray dogs roaming on A4103


A report had been received from Chief Inspector Williams noting that the matter of the stray dog is now 
in the hands of the county council and the police. 


Regarding speeding, a report had been received from the Safer Roads Partnership stating that during the 
first phase of speed enforcement on Suckley Road, 39 people had been caught speeding, 30 of them 
local. Nobody had exceeded 50mph. All had been offered a fixed penalty or speed awareness course. 
Mrs Cooke noted that since this report had been prepared, many more had been caught speeding in the 
locality.

The flashing speed sign suggested by David Hughes will cost £2000, to be split between three parishes. 
The clerk was requested to inform Mr Hughes that the parish council are interested and to obtain 
further 
details.


g) Parish Council Website


An advert placed in The Sphere had not produced any interest and it is likely that someone will need to 
be paid to undertake the role. The chairman to report back to the next meeting.


h) Maintenance of the Bank House Island flower beds


Concern had been raised about the length of time it would take the Lengthsman to undertake the 
necessary works to maintain the roundabout, particularly as he has no means of disposing of vegetation 
he has cut down. Chopping the roses down and grassing the area or spraying the area early in the season 
to control weed growth are both options. The chairman agreed to meet with the Lengthsman onsite to 
discuss the matter.

i) Road closure signs not being removed following road works


The clerk had written to Severn Trent and the signs had been removed. She was requested to write back 
thanking them but requesting assurance that signs would be removed immediately in future, without the 
need to ask.
12.
TO DISCUSS BRANSFORD HOUSING NEEDS SURVEY

The survey has been distributed. Wolverley Homes are the potential developer for the Bank House site, 
working in partnership with Festival Housing.
13.
TO CONSIDER A REQUEST TO CARRY OUT A WHOLE PARISH HOUSING NEEDS SURVEY

Wolverley Homes have offered to pay for a survey in Leigh and Leigh Sinton. The view was expressed 
that since a survey had been carried out in these areas very recently and a development was already 
being considered, that it would be inappropriate to carry out another one at this time.
14.
FINANCE

a)
Accounts paid and received

 Accounts Paid


P.A Gardiner

Grass cutting




£34.00


S Seymour

Community Payback – reimbursement
£342.48


BGS


Lengthsman – March



£310.75


HMRC


Final payment 2010/11


£782.76


J Barker

Clerk   
Jan – March 2011 


£932.40


Playsafety Ltd

Annual playground inspection

£75.60


Aon Ltd

Insurance 2011/12



£767.83


P A Gardiner

Grass cutting




£34.00


Worcestershire CALC
Subscription 2011/12



£653.21

R Wilks

Landscaping materials – playground

£144.00

J Barker

Clerk – April 2011 



£441.10

Viking Direct

Office supplies



£70.94

BGS


Lengthsman – April 2011 


£159.50

S Seymour

Playground materials – reimbursement
£250.36



Accounts received

WCC 


Lengthsman scheme Oct – Feb 

£1174.25

WCC


Lengthsman Scheme March


£310.75

MHDC


Precept payment – ½ year


£9704.00


b)
Accounts passed for payment


None

15. 
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES & WORKING GROUPS

a. Affordable Housing Group – Covered under 12 and 13

b. Footpath working group – The PPW had met with the WCC Footpath Co-ordinator and working 
group meetings are set to resume in the near future.

c. Memorial Hall – covered under item 11b
d. Community Resilience Working Group – Some alterations will need to be made to the document to reflect Mr Williamson having left the council.
16.
COUNCILLORS REPORTS

There were none.
17.
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 

The next Parish Council Meeting will be held at 7:30 pm on Tuesday 26th July at the Memorial Hall.

Meeting closed at 9.50pm.

Chairman.............................................

Date..................................................
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