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MINUTES of Offenham Parish Council meeting 
held at Offenham Village Hall on Monday 7th April 2025
Parish Councillors:


Ian Graham, Chairman

As per attendance register:   

Sheila Briers

Matthew Rea

James Moclair





Marc Farmer

Martin Penny

Claire Allen

















In attendance:



Diane Cox (Clerk)
25/001
Apologies 

Cllrs Muxworthy,and Taylor. 
25/002
To receive Declarations of Interest updates to Members’ Register 

Cllr Rea for planning item
25/003
Open Forum 


The Chairman formally thanked Mr Keitley for attending the planning meeting on behalf of the village. 
25/004
Meeting re-opened and the minutes of the previous meeting were considered.


The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 3rd March 2025 were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
25/005 To be advised of any urgent matters not herewith included (at the Chairman’s discretion)

· Letter from CAB detailing their services and request for donation.  
The Chairman read the letter and asked councillors for feedback, it was decided to consider this request at this meeting.  After various discussions it 
was agreed to send a donation of £500 with the potential, depending on PC financial circumstances later in the year to review and possibly make an additional payment as it was recognised that the CAB provide a valuable service to some residents in the parish.  Proposed SB  Seconded MR
25/006
To receive Clerk’s report and progress updates on current issues
CALC Councillor training on 31st March at Pershore Town Hall

· Cllrs Moclair and Briers attended the briefing on behalf of the PC.
Maintenance
· Marcus Taylor has completed the work to replace the back of the noticeboard located to the front of the village hall car park.

· Additionally he has secured the netting by the cricket ground boundary.  It may be that new netting is required shortly.

S106 grant

· Cllr Powell advised the PC that WDC has approved s106 funding towards the exercise equipment and table tennis at the Executive Board meeting on the 26th March.  A payment of £10k should be received shortly.

WCC Road closure

· To close part of Three Cocks Lane from its junction with B4510 Newtown to its junction with U45204 Main Street for drainage and flood alleviation work.  The anticipated duration is 11 days commencing 22nd April.

VAS 

· The pole to attach a VAS in Evesham Road, near the crossroads, has now been installed.
Employers NI changes

· The PC will now falls into the category that has to pay employers NI contribution so this will need to be considered in future budgeting.
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25/007
To receive correspondence. 
 
Emails forwarded to councillors as received and distributed prior to this meeting.
25/008
To consider any updates received for the Parish Council website.

No additional information to report at this time.
25/009
To receive update of community speedwatch scheme

Cllr Rea advised he had received the new vetting forms; he handed the forms to those wishing to take part and added that these would last for 3 years rather than 1 previously.  He suggested that another VAS battery may be useful for the new pole on Evesham Road to make it easier in rotating the VAS.
25/010
To consider actions required regarding the replacement of retiring clerk.

The clerk requested permission to advertise the post on the CALC website and make it known that the PC were actively seeking a new clerk.  It was agreed by all members present.

25/011
To consider response to Worcestershire Wildlife Trust information supplied by Worcs CALC.

Worcestershire CALC had emailed information about a project in Feckenham being run by the Worcestershire Wildlife Trust.  This was raised by CALC to help PC’s fulfil their obligation to enhance biodiversity; they are suggesting that parishes register with the WWT to help with this.  Cllr Farmer advised that he been in contact with the WWT during the hedge laying project and that they had provided information at that time.  It was agreed to register as there may be some benefit to the PC in the future.
25/012
To consider inclusions for monthly Parish Magazine.
· Inclusion of the Chairman’s Report from the Annual Parish Meeting.

25/013
Member & committee reports:
  
Report from Footpath Warden – Report received during the Annual Parish meeting.

Report updates on Rural Communities –  None

VHC -  Report received during the Annual Parish meeting.  In addition to this report, Cllr Moclair advised that the VHC want to host a VE Day event on Thursday 8th May after being approached by a local resident.  They are planning music, bunting, raising the flag, beverages and cakes etc.  The clerk advised that as no other organisation in the village had come forward the WDC grant for such an event could be used. All councillors present agreed.

Disaster Emergency Plan (only if updates have taken place) – None

25/014
To receive financial update and approve bills for payment etc
At bank:  

Current account 0649818
£  3464.93

as at  20.03.2025

Deposit account 7277881
£52968.35

as at  20.03.2025

FTD 3 months

                     £10000.00

Bills for payment:

	V no
	Chq no
	Payee & reason for payment
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	1
	002133
	Playsafety Ltd
	208.00
	41.60
	249.60

	2
	002134
	Offenham Village Hall
	45.00
	
	45.00

	3
	002135
	Diane Cox – Admin
	43.55
	
	733.60

	4
	
	
- Mileage

	20.25
	
	

	4
	
	
- Salary 
	669.80
	
	

	
	
	Total
	986.60
	41.60
	1028.20


25/015
To approve the quarterly accounts and budget review  


The accounts and budget review had been emailed to all councillors prior to the meeting.  The accounts and review were approved.  Proposed MR Seconded SB.
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25/016
To receive report from Cllr Briers on quarterly check on accounts.


Cllr Briers confirmed that she had undertaken the quarterly check on the accounts and that everything was in order.

25/017
To be advised of planning matters including: 
Applications:  

W/25/00498/HP  Windy Hollow, 3 Bennetts Hill, Offenham

Single storey rear extension. – Response was required prior to this meeting.

OPC comment:  No objection
Withdrawn applications:

W24/01693/LB  Abbots Retreat, Main Street, Offenham


Retrospective application for the replacement of some existing windows and doors on the east and west elevations.

Decisions:  
W/22/ 2651/FUL Newtown Nurseries, Three Cocks Lane, Offenham

Erection of a single live/work unit – Approved

W/25/00358/FUL  Offenham Village Hall, Main Street, Offenham

Single storey kitchen extension. - Approved

25/018
To advise items for the next meeting.
· Community Speedwatch
· Website

· Consider additional solar battery for VAS

· Report on Neighbourhood Plan
25/019
To consider date and time for next meeting – The Parish Council meeting will commence at 7.30pm on Monday 12th May to be held at Offenham Village Hall.  

Meeting closed at 9.45 pm.

Signed ………………………………………………………………….     

Date………………..…..


Chairman, Offenham Parish Council

Open Forum

One member of the public was present but raised no issues.
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