

Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on
Wednesday 1st June 2011, 
at the Villages Hall, Throckmorton

Members and Officers present: Cllr Cheetham (chairman), Present: Cllrs  Mr Mills,  Mr Beever, Mr Baldwin, Mr Tucker

in attendance: Clerk, Mrs E Tucker, Worcester County Councillor and Wychavon District Councillor 
1. Apologies:  Cllrs Mr Argyle, Mrs Rimmel, Mr Hodgkins, Mr Day
	The meeting was adjourned for Public Question Time, notes of which are appended to these minutes


2. Declaration of Interest

a) Register of Interests:  Councillors were reminded of the need to update their register of interests.

b) Personal Interests:  none

c) Prejudicial Interests:  none

3. Minutes:  the minutes of the meeting held on 9th May 2011 were approved.

4. Rooftop Housing – Presentation deferred till next meeting
5. To consider the councils Scheme of Delegations and councillor Areas of Responsibility

Deferred till next meeting

6. Progress reports: for information

a) Village Shop  

Report from Cllr Hodgkins

1 The new signage for the shop windows has arrived. 

2.
We received 500 fliers on which I have spoken to Gillian and explained that on bullet points 1 and 2 we cannot offer the services as listed, and therefore per Gillian’s request we will hold on to these until the systems are in place to the optimum level.

3.
New sigh has been ordered from Star Signs stating “Please leave the lay-by free for Shop Customers Parking”






Action RH
4.
Loft and cavity insulation:  Two separate companies have been to do an inspection of the shop and flat, clerk awaiting feedback


        Action Clerk
5.
As suggested at the last PC to request a grant for maintenance work to the shop.  The clerk has been advise that the PC can only apply for a grant thru “major building works”.  Clerk to investigate further




       Action Clerk
6.
Rate relief for Stores – 2010/2011 £35.08 and 2011/2012 £132.61.  Clerk has spoken to Wendy from  Wychavon who will get NBR to respond.

      Action Clerk
7.
Report from the Chairman into the progress of the Shop
8.
It was agreed that the Chairman and Vice Chairman could act alone in making decisions about with regards to the present problems the Post Office is facing in not being able to operate as per our original understanding from The Post Office.









Action RH/DC
b) Phone Kiosk – Mrs Morris has almost finished the map of the village.
c) Lengthsman 

· Damaged drain cover on Bishampton Road, 22m north east of Throckmorton and Long lane. Roy Fullee has arrange to have the area inspected, although looking at his records it seems that other covers (which were Severn Trent Water's) have gone missing or are damaged along this road. If the damaged cover isn't theirs he will try and make the area safe but will report the problem to the appropriate utility company 

· Rubbish at Short Horn Wood.  Wychavon have advised that they will not quote to remove the gate which looks like the farmer has dumped.  They feel it is the responsibility of the PC to contact the farmer and request he removes. It.  











Action CT
· Senior Play area reports : 

The wall will require some re-pointing in the future

Warning notice has been vandalised.  Nick taken away to repair.

d) PACT News

e) Road Works – Clerk sent email to Highways regarding the confusion around the Diversion / Road Closed signs, this has been passed to the Streetworks Team, waiting a reply. The clerk has sent an email for BAT News Group giving a link to weekly roadworks in Wychavon. CC to speak to County




Action LT
f) Vehicle Activated Speed Signs – Defer, waiting on Mr Jesson
g) St James Church donation – request received to assist is keeping the grounds tidy. Clerk to check on amount paid last year

             


Action Clerk
h) Citizens Advice donation – request received to make a donation. It was agreed the PC would make a £250.00 donation





Action Clerk
i) Village hall renovations – clarification has been received from Mr  Roger Wood that the PC cannot pay for the renovations and reclaim the VAT.  The PC has paid for the re-submittal of the plans in order to save the VH VAT, as this is illegal, the clerk never deposited the VH Cheque.

j) Dog fouling
k) Nature Reserve / footpaths – Badgers 

· The bridleway has been closed  following an anonymous person contacting WCC claiming the area is  “very dangerous” . An immediate “Emergency Closure Order” was made. This has been followed up by a “Temporary Closure Order” which comes into force from the 10th June 2011 and is operable for a period of 6 months.

The Clerk has advised residents via the BAT news email and a piece will be put into Rev. Fairclough news letter.

· Limebridge cut the Badgers Walk footpath.  Clerk to advise them to cut up to the Badgers if possible.

l) Notice Board
Clerk has a grant application from Wychavon to be used for the notice board.  However it has been advise that the Village hall should apply for the grant with the PC paying a small amount towards it.  If you are in agreement the clerk will pass the application pack onto the Village hall Committee.

m) Stoneland Trust
No meeting has been held yet

1. Planning:

a) Council’s response to planning applications between meetings and reports on decisions
W/11/00872/CU – Vale Golf & Country Club has been approved

W/11/00522/CU – Willow Bank Residential Care has been approved

b) Current planning applications - None

7. Finance:

a) To consider the payments to be made as per attached list

Cheques to the total of £1491.45 to be signed

b)  To note any receipts 
£9250.00 

-
Wychavon DC Precept

£   600.00 

-
Bishampton Villa
c) To approve the statement of cash reconciliation for May 2011

The bank reconciliation for May  shows that the current account opened with balance of £3531.46. Monies received were to the value of £9850.00 less outgoings to the value of £1491.45. Giving a closing balance of £11910.01.  

£15,000.00 was transferred out of the Savings Account into a Fixed Deposit Account giving us a closing balance in Savings of £2730.38

Therefore leaving the Council cash assets at the end of May stands at  £14,640.39

d) To approve claims for expenses/overtime

The Clerks expenses including mileage came to a total of £23.97.

8. Councillors reports and items for future agenda
· Throckmorton Airfield, write to Qinetiq



Action Clerk
· First Response







Action DB
· Pershore Transition – Open meeting

9. County Councillor & District Councillor Report:
County Cllr Tucker reported  on the following:-
· Bus service
· Pershore Library
· DEFRA land

· Wychavon plans on increasing car parking charges

10. Clerks report on decisions and correspondence since the last meeting:  
11. Correspondence for information:  To note the attached appendix of items which have been circulated or will be available for inspection at the meeting

12. Correspondence for information:  To note the attached appendix of items which have been circulated or will be available for inspection at the meeting
· Wind farm accounts 

· Post 16 travel costs have been frozen  at £547 for the next 2 years rising by 4% inflation in year 3 (2013/14). Furthermore a monthly direct debit scheme of £64 per month for 9 months will be introduced 

Great result and thank heavens for common sense!

There are also plans to route the 382 (Worcester – Eckington- Pershore) service via Pershore High School at certain times of the day although this is still being investigated. Students using this can buy a £75 a tern Severn Card so something to look into if you live on the route.

So we achieved our first two objectives. Thanks for all your support.

Third objective is to look for a reduction in costs since Worcestershire currently charge £547 compared to the average of £328 across other local authorities. 

· Please send in your expenses and declaration of interest to Wychavon by the 10th June.  Clerk to ask Wychavon to send in email format.

· Membership for Campaign to Protect Rural England - £29.00.  The PC do not want this membership
13. Date of next meeting:  7.30pm on Monday 4th July at the Bishampton Village Hall
The meeting closed at 9.30pm
Signed

…………………………………………………

…………………………..

Chairman
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