West Malvern Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 

Monday 13th June 2011 in West Malvern Village Hall at 7.30pm.
Present

Cllrs. Mr W Shearer (Chairman), Mr M Aldridge, Mr S Allison, Mrs J Burford, Mrs K Harding, 
Mrs E Harnden, Mrs JM Roberts.
In Attendance
District Cllr. Prof. J Raine; Mr D Sharp (Clerk) and 4 members of the public.
Before the meeting Mr Richard Hammond briefed councillors on the forthcoming ‘fun day’ to be held on the playing fields on 18th June in aid of the Royal British Legion.  There would be swing and jazz bands, a Victorian merry-go-round and other stalls.  The evening would conclude with a firework display at 10pm.

Mr John Nixon, introduced himself to councillors and confirmed that he wished to be considered for the post of tree warden.

Complaints were made about the lack of road sweeping and the abundance of weed growth on Mathon Road and Lower Road in particular.  These concerns were to be reported to District and County councils.  In the mean time the clerk was to ask the Lengthman to address the most serious areas.

Mr Brian Harper briefed councillors on the ongoing refurbishment of the gas lanterns.

Adela Straughan introduced herself to the meeting and requested that she be allowed to hold a wedding reception on the top playing field on 26th May next year from 3pm until midnight.  Councillors were in agreement in principle but there were concerns over late night music. 
71/11 Apologies

To consider acceptance of apologies for absence from Councillors: County Cllr. Beverley Nielson and District Cllr. Luna Della.
72/11 Declarations of Interest & Changes to be Notified to the Register of Interests

Cllrs. Aldridge and Harnden declared personal interests in agenda item 8 since they were both allotment holders.  
73/11 Reports from other representatives
To receive reports from County and District Councillors and Malvern Hills Conservators: 
County Cllr. Beverley Nielson requested, via the Clerk, if any footways in the parish required attention.  She had also had correspondence from the Outdoor Ediucation Centre who were confident they could continue after WCC funding ceased at the end of the financial year.
District Cllr. John Raine mentioned that a new gate at the Elim College on DeWalden Road had been used recently, sparking local road safety concerns, but he believed it was a ‘one off’ occurrence.   Only one meeting of the new District Council had taken place and both he and Cllr. Della were members of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee.  He was also a representative on the Malvern Hills AONB.  Finally his suggestion that he and Cllr. Della attend the local parish surgeries in future was welcomed by councillors.
74/11 Minutes
To consider for adoption the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting:  The minutes of the meeting held on 9th May were unanimously approved and signed by the Chairman.
75/11 Progress Reports and other matters arising from the minutes

Village Hall: The Chairman and Clerk had reviewed all the stored files in the village hall and two had been removed.  The Clerk was to enquire of progress regarding the assignment of the freehold of the building to the Parish Council.
76/11 Tree Wardens

To consider nominations for tree wardens: It was agreed to invite the second applicant, Mr Robert Eyre to the next meeting before forwarding nominations to WCC. 

77/11 Playing Fields
To consider any outstanding matters concerning events taking place on the playing fields on  18th June and 9th July: Mr Richard Hammond was to strim the main path prior to the event on 18th June.
78/11 Allotments & Community Woodland

The Clerk reported that two plots had been re-allocated but he had concerns over converting the grassed area into plots.  He was to meet with Cllr. Aldridge on site to discuss this and assess the eastern boundary fence.

It was agreed that the paths in the woodland would be strimmed by volunteers. 
79/11 Highways and Footpaths

The Clerk was to report the section of West Malvern Road between the junctions of Brockhill Road and Harcourt Road as requiring attention (see 73/11).
80/11 Planning
The following applications were considered:
	Application No
	From
	Details

	11/00588/HOU
	Mr R Raymond
Kenwin, Brockhill Road
	Replacement Dwelling


It was agreed to return ‘no comment’ on this application.
81/11 Finance
i. Approval of Annual Accounts: These were approved and signed by the Chairman and Clerk
ii. Completion of ‘Annual Governance Statement’: This was completed and signed by the Chairman and Clerk.
iii. To consider payment of invoices presented: The following payment was made between meetings and was ratified here:

	From/Due to
	Date
	Amount
	Details

	Aon Insurance
	01/06
	£1425.71
	Annual Insurance


The following payments were approved:
	From/Due to
	Date
	Amount
	Details

	J Moore
	01/06
	£208.00
	Lengthman Fees (May)

	SF Creamer
	31/05
	£40.00
	Bus Shelter Cleaning (May)

	Sight Design
	14/05
	£144.00
	Gas Lamp Maintenance

	Marcus Cleaver
	06/06
	£65.60
	Gas Lamp Planning Costs

	Severn Trent Water
	04/06
	£337.97
	Allotment Water fees

	HM Revenue & Customs
	-
	£234.80
	PAYE Apr - Jun

	DA Sharp
	09/05
	£313.08
	Clerk’s Fees (£391.48 gross SP25)

	
	TOTAL
	£1343.45
	


After these payments are made bank balances will be as follows:

	Savings Account B/F
	£8,694.72
	
	Community Account B/F
	£7530.37

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	WCC Lengthman (April)
	£104.00

	
	
	
	June Payments
	(£2769.16)

	Savings Account C/F
	£8,694.72
	
	Community Account C/F
	£4865.21


iv. To consider additions to the bank mandate: It was agreed to add the Chairman, Cllr. Shearer to the mandate (in addition to Cllrs. Harnden and Roberts).

82/11 Correspondence

To consider the following correspondence previously circulated: 
	FROM
	
	SUBJECT

	Andrew Boughton
	
	Lamb Inn

	CPRE
	
	Countryside Voice

	Janet Whittlestone
	
	Tree Warden

	MHDC
	
	Planning Training Dates

	MHDC
	
	Public Meeting


83/11
 Councillors’ items for Report

To report information and raise items for future consideration:  Cllr. Burford was to confirm the address where an overhanging hedge was impeding the footway on West Malvern Road.
84/11 Next Meeting
The date of the next Parish Council Meeting was confirmed as Monday 11th July 2011 at 7.30pm. 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.00 pm.
