
Defford and Besford Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting

of Tuesday 2nd August 2011
at Besford Court Community Hall
Present: 
Cllrs Robert Bemand (Chair), Sonja Lee, Hazel Wakefield, Patricia Steel, Roy Shepherd and Clive Woods. 
Also present:
Jo Adams, Clerk; 2 members of the public

1. Apologies and Declarations of Interest 

Apologies had been received from Councillors Ron Davis, Ian Spiers and Adrian Hardman.  There were no declarations of interest relating to items on the agenda. 

2. Minutes of the meeting held on 21st June 2011 to be confirmed and signed

It was resolved that the Minutes of the meeting of the 21st June 2011 should be accepted and signed as a true record. 

3. Planning 

(a) New applications

The following planning applications had been received  and circulated around members of the Planning Committee:

W/11/00952/PN -  2 Buckles Orchard, Defford

Proposal: Further amendment to previous application: addition of hedge; garage 1m north

Planning Committee: No objection

W/11/01467/PP  -  St Luke’s, Besford Court Estate

W/11/01468/LB  -  St Luke’s, Besford Court Estate

Proposal: Construction of single storey extension + associated alterations

(b) Wychavon District Council decisions  

W/10/00276/CU 
Home Farm, St Peters Lane, Besford

Permitted

W/11/00894/PP 
17 Lower Drive, Besford


Permitted

W/11/01042/PP 
24 Lower Drive, Besford


Permitted

4. Finance: to approve any payments due
The following invoices totalling £1,200.76 (ex VAT) were approved for payment: New Farm Grounds Maintenance, lengthsman work July ’11; Npower, streetlighting; AON Limited, extra insurance premium; Gallagher & Co, internal audit; LA Garden Services, grass-cutting in July ’11; Staffing costs June & July ’11. 

5. To discuss the protection of the Car Park from future development

It has been suggested that the car park be protected from future development, especially as it has appeared as potential housing land on the South Worcestershire Development Plan. Cllr Shepherd suggested that a Trust be created and the car park transferred to this Trust, which would require a public vote in order for the land to be sold in the future. It was also suggested that the land could possibly be transferred to the Millennium Green Trust. It was agreed to look into the various options. 
6. To nominate members of a Staffing Committee

Cllrs Shepherd, Steel and Bemand agreed to form a Staffing Committee which will meet as and when required. 
7. Councillors reports  

(a)  County Councillor A Hardman

Cllr Hardman was not present. 
(b)  District Councillor R Davis

Cllr Davis was not present. 
(c)  Parish Councillors

i. Cllr Shepherd asked if a letter could be written to Worcestershire County Council thanking them for the recent repairs to the road surfaces in the Parish. Agreed. 
ii. Cllr Lee reported that a patch of road surface in Crown Lane was very uneven. 

iii. Cllr Steel reported that she had attended a recent meeting of the Village Hall Management Committee as the Parish Council’s representative and had been extremely impressed by its innovation and management. She reported that the disabled area outside the Hall is due to be tarmacced, and the VHMC’s AGM will take place on the 18th October. 

iv. Cllr Lee asked if the school sign, which was once placed in Harpley Road at its junction with Hill View, could be reinstated. 

8. Correspondence and matters to be raised for next agenda 

i. A parishioner had asked if signs warning motorists of deer could be put up in Besford.  The County Council would fund and install signs if they were deemed to be necessary, and it was acknowledged that deer are frequently seen around Ladywood Road and other roads in Besford. A location map to be drawn up and sent to the County Council. 
ii. Residents at Lodge Hill have asked for the Parish Council’s support for their request that the County Council put a pavement down the length of Lodge Hill due to the approval of a planning application relating to lorries coming from Home Farm past their properties. Some discussion took place as to the need for a pavement to service such a small number of properties. County Cllr Hardman has been made aware of the request and has passed it to the Highways Department. The Council decided that it would defer to the decision of the County Council on the matter. The residents group to be informed. 
iii. Flashing speed sign: locations where speeding is a problem need to be identified, then the County Council will investigate whether the locations are suitable for a speed sign. 
iv. 382 bus update: Astons will operate a commercial Monday to Saturday daytime service, with the last departures from Worcester and Pershore around 1740 hrs. The County Council will subsidise a Friday and Saturday evening service which is currently being tendered. There will be also be a morning and afternoon school journey to Pershore High School, taking students from Littleworth and Defford to the school. Timetables will be available from 8th August from the County Council website. Councillors were dismayed at the early finish of the weekday journeys, which were originally estimated as closer to a 7.30pm finish. Cllr Hardman to be contacted. 
v. Wychavon are carrying out a review of polling stations: questionnaire’s circulated. 
vi. South Worcestershire Development Plan: relevant sections to be circulated. 
vii. Notice of a seminar on Localism and the SWDP had been received and circulated. 

viii. Notice of an invitation to a Local Communities Energy Event had been received and circulated. 

9. To confirm date of the next meeting 

The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Tuesday 13th September at Defford Village Hall. 

Public Questions

i. A parishioner asked if the recent Local Communities Energy initiative, which aims to provide cheaper oil to villages where there is no gas supply, would provide cheaper oil as soon as next month. It was generally thought to be unlikely as the meetings about the initiative were scheduled throughout September with the final meeting taking place on the 28th September. 
ii. A parishioner reported that on hot days an unpleasant smell emanates from the drains in Harpley Road. Severn Trent to be contacted. 
The meeting was closed at 9.20pm. 
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