West Malvern Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 

Monday 11th July 2011 in West Malvern Village Hall at 7.30pm.
Present

Cllrs. Mr W Shearer (Chairman), Mr M Aldridge, Mr S Allison, Mrs J Burford, Mrs K Harding, 
Mrs E Harnden, Mrs JM Roberts.
In Attendance
District Cllrs. Ms. L Deller, Prof. J Raine; Mr D Sharp (Clerk) and 2 members of the public.
Before the meeting Mr Robert Eyre introduced himself to councillors and confirmed that he wished to be nominated for the post of tree warden.  Mr Eyre and Mr Nixon (who met councillors last month) were to meet with Wade Muggleton from WCC.
85/11 Apologies

To consider acceptance of apologies for absence from Councillors: Mr C Rouse (Malvern Hills Conservators).
86/11 Declarations of Interest & Changes to be Notified to the Register of Interests

Cllrs. Aldridge and Harnden declared personal interests in agenda item 8 since they were both allotment holders.  
87/11 Reports from other representatives
To receive reports from County and District Councillors and Malvern Hills Conservators: 
District Cllrs. Luna Deller and John Raine reported on no particular items specifically affecting West Malvern, however they commented on several contentious issues that MHDC was currently considering such as the South Worcestershire Development Plan.  The top management of MHDC was also under review.
88/11 Minutes
To consider for adoption the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting:  The minutes of the meeting held on 13th June were unanimously approved and signed by the Chairman.
89/11 Progress Reports and other matters arising from the minutes

The Lengthman had strimmed the worst weed affected roads but this course of action was far from ideal and the Clerk had reported these areas to be sprayed.  He had also enquired whether the responsibility for spraying could be transferred to the parish council.  Any decision would be taken at a future meeting.     
90/11 Village Hall
The Clerk reported that despite requests for progress from the Diocese, none had been forthcoming. 
91/11 Playing Fields
Report from Pavilion Group: Cllr. Aldridge reported on a recent meeting, attended by about 20 interested residents, which had concluded that a new village hall with changing facilities was the preferred building option.  Fundraising streams were being investigated.  

The Clerk reported that the matting under the zip wire had been fixed but the seesaw had been broken during the WestFest weekend.  He was investigating mending/replacement options.


A decision would be made at the next meeting regarding levelling the top field to be used as a mini soccer pitch.  The Chairman was to contact a local football club to enquire whether they wished to use the bottom field and whether they could access funding to level it.  If the top field was to be levelled this autumn it would be necessary to move the proposed wedding reception on May 26th to the bottom field.
92/11 Allotments & Community Woodland

To consider planting a tree in the community woodland in recognition of the work done by the retiring tree wardens: This was agreed and the wardens were to be asked to recommend a tree for the purpose.


Cllr. Harnden reported that the paths had been strimmed in the woodland.
93/11 Highways and Footpaths

The Clerk was to write to a property on West Malvern Road regarding an overgrown hedge.

County Cllr. Beverley Nielson had reported that WCC had no record of the notes made last year when the parish was inspected by herself, John Wallace and Cllr. Roberts.  She suggested a revisit with Gerry Brienza, the new liaison officer.  Cllr. Roberts was to arrange.
94/11 Planning
The following applications were considered:
	Application No
	From
	Details

	11/00795/HOU
	Mr Patrick McCarthy

249 West Malvern Road
	Two storey side extension with photovoltaic panelled roof and new vehicular access.

	11/00801/HOU
	Mr S Copeland

Woodcrest, Blackheath Way
	Alterations to roof pitch


It was agreed to return ‘no comment’ on both applications.
95/11 Finance
To consider payment of invoices presented: The following payments were approved: 
	From/Due to
	Date
	Amount
	Details

	J Moore
	23/06
	£208.00
	Lengthman Fees (June)

	SF Creamer
	30/06
	£32.00
	Bus Shelter Cleaning (June)

	Malver Town Council
	30/06
	£257.12
	Grass Cutting Charges

	Severn Trent Water
	15/06
	£88.88
	Allotment Water Fees

	West Malvern Allotment Association
	-
	£138.00
	NSALG Membership & Insurance

	West Malvern Village Hall
	30/06
	£70.00
	Village Hall Hire

	DA Sharp
	09/05
	£313.28
	Clerk’s Fees (£391.48 gross SP25)

	
	TOTAL
	£1107.28
	


After these payments are made bank balances will be as follows:

	Savings Account B/F
	£8,694.72
	
	Community Account B/F
	£4865.21

	
	
	
	WCC Lengthman (May)
	£208.00

	
	
	
	July Payments
	(£1107.28)

	Savings Account C/F
	£8,694.72
	
	Community Account C/F
	£3965.93


96/11 Correspondence

To consider the following correspondence previously circulated: 
	FROM
	
	SUBJECT

	Community First
	
	Newsline

	West Malvern Village Hall
	
	Costs

	WCC
	
	Home Composting

	WCC
	
	Landscape Character Assessment

	MHDC
	
	TPO St James Crescent

	WCC
	
	Traffic Notice

	MHDC
	
	Planning Services

	MHDC
	
	Planning Training


97/11
 Councillors’ items for Report

To report information and raise items for future consideration:  New dates for Councillors Surgery had been posted.
Cllr. Roberts was to present the Gold Cup at St James School prize giving on 22nd July.

98/11 Next Meeting
The date of the next Parish Council Meeting was confirmed as Monday 12th September 2011 at 7.30pm. 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.15 pm.
