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BROADWAS AND COTHERIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF AN ORDINARY MEETING

OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Monday on 11th July 2011 at Cotheridge Church at 7.30 pm

Present
Councillors: Winkworth, Tabberer, Norris. Downes, the Clerk Mrs S Downes and five members of the public.
In attendance 
 District Councillor Swinburn, Nigel Potter – Community First,  Ann Harris, Nexus and three members of public.
Apologies
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors Murphy, Burgoyne and County Councillor Davies and District Councillor Bass.
11/057
Declarations of personal or prejudicial interest and update of Register of Interest Forms.

None recorded. Councillor Norris updated his Register of Interest form.
11/058
Public Participation

The meeting was at this point adjourned for public

                         participation, see notes at the end of these minutes.
11/059 
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 13th June 2011

Having previously been circulated, the minutes of 13th June 2011 were taken as read. It was agreed that they were a true record and were signed by the Chairman.
11/060
To receive reports from

District Councillor Swinburn had prepared a report in advance of the meeting and each Councillor had received a copy. He reminded Council that The Planning Inspectorate
                        meeting for Hill Top has now been forwarded to 19th July.
11/061
Matters Arising.

The Clerk has been updating the web-site with Councillors 

                         names and contact details. It was also agreed to up load

                         the agenda and minutes of the June ordinary meeting onto the
                         site.


The Clerk will be re-applying for planning permission for the

                         cycle track within the next few days.


A copy of the Village Hall’s accounts had been distributed to

                         all Councillors.
11/062           Affordable Housing

The results of the recent housing survey had been collated


by Worcester County Council and a copy had been sent to all Councillors prior to the meeting. The Housing Enabler Nigel Potter explained the results and their interpretation. He was pleased with the initial response of the survey and took time to answer questions from the floor. He summarised by saying that the survey showed a small need sufficient to proceed to the next stage of development.

It was agreed to put the results on the web site. A summarised 
version will be placed in the public boxes.
11/063
Metal Gate


A new metal gate has been installed along the hedge line on the 

                      main road in the village. The Clerk had been asked to

                      investigate via Planning Dept., the regulations appertaining to 

                      this type of installation. No answer had been received up until 

                      the time of writing.
11/064
South Worcester Plan


Councillor Winkworth outlined to the meeting the main features 

of the proposed new South Worcestershire Development Plan.  

(SWDP). The SWDP will replace the existing adopted local 


plans of the three South Worcestershire Councils and will 


guide development in the area up to 2030. The Plan provides for 

the construction of nearly 20,000 new homes,over 300Ha of 


employment land and 16,000 m2 of retail. The draft SWDP, 


Preferred Options Consultation Document was 
recently 


approved by all three Councils and will go to public 



consultation in September. Full details can be viewed online at 

www.swdevelopmentplan.org. 


District Councillor Paul Swinburn added further detail and 


emplasised the importance of a plan being in place to avoid the 

risk of 
the area effectively being taken out of the planning 


process and 
development delivered by ‘planning on appeal’ in 

an unstructured way. 
11/065
Progress Reports
a) Treasurer’s Report. A copy had been produced for and is attached to these minutes. Agreement of payments was proposed by Cllr Winkworth and seconded by Cllr. Tabberer.
b) Clerk’s Report. A copy had been emailed to all Councillors
prior to the meeting.

c) Public Land Officer’s Report. This had highlighted a number of trees on Berryfield and in the car park that had dangerous branches requiring either removal or trimming back. The Clerk had instructed the Public Land Officer to carry out the work within delegated authority. .
11/066
Planning


Councillors had been provided with a copy of the Planning Report prior to the meeting.  The following visit was reported to Council.
Dr Shepherd, of Broadwas Court had requested a site meeting by the Parish Council prior to him re-submitting a new planning application. This was agreed for 10 am on Saturday 9th July 2011. Councillors Tabberer, Winkworth, Downes, Murphy and Norris attended. Councillor Norris registered and interest in this application and this was noted.  
Dr Shepherd explained his wish to build a garage/car port of timber construction in a concealed position to the left of the drive and to erect a brick pillar and concave entrance wall sufficiently positioned back from the road to allow a good line of sight in both directions on the A44. The safety aspect of the entrance was of great concern to Dr Shepherd. No views were expressed.

 Council was reminded of the Planning Inspectorate Meeting date for
Hill Top, which has now been re-scheduled for 19th July 2011 at 10 a.m.
11/067
To consider the Council’s scheme of delegation and to
                      appoint members of he following.



Planning Committee. Council agreed for this sub committee to

                      be increased to four Councillors. To include Councillors 

                     Tabberer, Downes (present) Burgoyne and Murphy (in absence)
                     The Chairmanhip to be decided between those four members at
                      a later date.



Affordable Housing Committee. Council agreed this sub

                      Committee should consist of Councillors Norris, Winkworth,

                      and Murphy.



Risk Management Committee. Council agreed that this sub

                      Committee be dissolved and monitored in future by the Clerk

                      and Councillor Winkworth.



Public Land Officer. Ben Murphy had informed the Clerk of his

                      willingness to continue in this roll. Councillor agreed for him to

                      continue.



Parish Path Warden. Ray Lippetts has been incapacitated since

                      April due to an accident and work has been covered by Peter

                      Miles, path warden for Cotheridge. Ray has shown willingness

                      to continue in his roll as soon as he is well enough. Clerk to

                      monitor.
11/068
To review the Council’s Financial Regulations and Risk
                      Assessment.


Cllr Winkworth proposed that the Financial Regulations Section 

                      11 (i) Contracts, be uplifted by £50.00 in each category. This is
                       to say that contracts over £300 will now require 3 quotes, 

                       contracts between £150 and £300 will require 2 quotes. Work

                       required for £150 and below be at the discretion of the Clerk.  

                      This proposal was seconded by Cllr Tabberer and the motion 
                       was carried forward.



11/069
New Picnic tables and public box


The Clerk had obtained 3 quotes for the replacement picnic

                      tables. Council felt that the best value for money was to 

                      purchase 2 ‘Ultrawood A frame’ picnic benches from Eden
                      Contract Furniture in Redditch at a cost of £165.00 plus VAT

                      each with a 10 year guarantee Made of a resin and wood 

                      combination, they would need no maintenance. Proposed by

                      Cllr. Winkworth, seconded by Cllr. Tabberer,the motion was 

                      carried forward. The Clerk is to arrange for them to be installed
                      on beds of concrete. 



The Clerk had received 2 quotes for the public box and is

                      awaiting a third.

.
11/070
Councillor’s Reports and Items for future agenda


With reference to 10/043 minute entry, a meeting of the council

                      was arranged at Berryfields on 25th June 2011. This was 

                      recorded on the Clerk’s report for July (item 110) and will be

                      included on the agenda for discussion at the next ordinary

                      meeting.

.

11/071
Date of Next Meeting


Agreed for Monday 12th September 2011


Chairman…………………………………..date……………………..
 Notes: Public Participation 

Three members of the public attended and during Public Participation were given an opportunity to ask questions and express views.  All were interested in the subject or affordable housing and the outcome of the Housing Needs Survey.  Nigel Potter agreed to respond to questions and was able to answer most.  Views were expressed regarding the size of the site currently in question and potential risks of access to the A44 at this point.  Mr Kings expressed the opinion that a public meeting should have been convened prior to the survey being conducted and that a ‘fait accompli’ situation now existed.  The Chairman explained that this was not the case and the survey was just one step in a lengthy process. If a stage is arrived at when a proposal could be formulated then a public meeting will be convened at that time.
The Clerk had also received a letter from Ms Sue Cuncliffe expressing concerns for the number of houses planned on the site. Nigel Potter offered to reply.
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