

LEIGH AND BRANSFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Leigh and Bransford Parish Council held at Leigh and Bransford Memorial Hall at 7.30pm on Tuesday 26th July 2011. 

Present:           
Mr J Sharp (chairman)


Mr M Gloster






Mr. G Jones



Mr S Seymour


Mrs M Cooke



Mr B Porter




2 members of the public – Mr L Williamson & Mr D Deeley
1.    WELCOME AND APOLOGIES
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. Apologies were received from Mr J Burton, Mr B Tasker, Mr P Miller, Mr R Husband, Mr P Hawkins, Mr A Warburton, Mr D Hughes and Mr C Smith.
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND CHANGES TO THE REGISTER OF INTERESTS
a) There were none.

b) There were no changes to the register of interests.

3. OPEN FORUM

The meeting was closed to allow the public present to speak.

Mr L Williamson tabled the following motions:
1. MHDC’s failure to provide adequate sites for legitimate Gypsies/Travellers over the last 20 years has resulted in the local taxpayers having to foot the bill for three Planning Appeals associated with the Lower Howsell Road site.

Will the Parish Council, who represent the interests of local residents, please put continued pressure on MHDC to ensure they now take immediate action to identify appropriate sites that do not lie in ‘protected’ geographical areas (such as Significant Gaps)?

2. It is a fact that the recent Appeal would have been lost and we would now have an approved Gypsy site on Lower Howsell Road if the Significant Gap (protected by policy DS17) did not exist.

Will the Parish Council please make representation to MHDC to ensure that their new Development Plan will also include appropriate & continued protection for the Significant Gap in question?

3. The 6-month period given to the owners of Minton Fencing to comply with the Enforcement Notice, (to close down their business, remove the portacabin and either remove the gates and fencing surrounding the site or lower them to an acceptable level) runs out on 1st August.
Will the Parish Council and/or the Planning Committee ensure that, if the above conditions are not met, the enforcement officer at MHDC is immediately informed?

4. The council were asked to ensure that they were represented at the NADC on the 3rd August, when the committee will consider the retrospective planning application for one static and two travelling caravans at Dragons Orchard.
The meeting was reconvened and the points raised by Mr Williamson debated before returning to the agenda.
After discussion the following actions were agreed:

Item1. The chairman proposed the parish council write to MHDC and our two district councillors requesting that MHDC take immediate action to identify appropriate sites.  Seconded by Mr Seymour and agreed by all.

Item 2. The chairman proposed that the parish council write to MHDC requesting that the new Development Plan includes appropriate and continued protection for the significant gap between Leigh Sinton and Malvern.

Seconded by Mr Seymour and agreed by all.

Item 3. Mr Seymour proposed that after 1st August the parish council write to the Enforcement Officer to obtain confirmation that the enforcement notice has been complied with. Seconded by the Chairman and agreed by all.
Item 4. The Chairman proposed that the Parish Council retains the stance already taken and maintains its objection to this application. The Chairman will represent the Parish Council at the forthcoming NADC meeting.
4.  TO RECEIVE THE REPORT OF THE LOCAL POLICING OFFICER
The officer was not present.
5.
TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS HELD ON 17th MAY 2011 
Having previously been circulated the parish council meeting and annual meeting minutes were confirmed and signed by the Chairman. 

6.
TO RECEIVE THE REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER BODIES
a) Worcestershire County Council
b) Malvern Hills District Council
The County and District council representatives had given apologies. 
7.
PLANNING

a) Election of Chairman and Vice- Chairman of the Planning Committee.

Mr Sharp proposed Mr Seymour be elected chairman, Mr Gloster seconded, all in favour.


Mr Sharp proposed Mr Miller be elected vice-chairman, Mr Jones seconded, all in favour.


b) Minutes of the planning committee meeting held on 28th June.


Having previously been circulated, the minutes were accepted and signed.


c) Planning applications received – There were none.

d) To review the policy of set dates for planning meetings


The matter was debated and it was confirmed that in all instances where an extension has been necessary it has been granted and that the timing of the parish council and planning meetings ensures that comment is made in time for inclusion in NADCC meetings. It was also noted that this is the policy adopted by other councils.


Mr Seymour proposed retaining set meeting dates, Mr Porter seconded and it was agreed unanimously. 
e) Planning decisions received from MHDC.

11/00645/FUL
Sandlin Cottage


Approved

11/00551/LBC
Orchard Cottage

Approved

11/00353/FUL
Bransford Garden Plants
Approved
f) Legality of large advertising banners within the parish

The matter was discussed and the need to take care to ensure that rules are not put in place that prevents 
charities from advertising events was highlighted. The chairman supplied Mr Seymour with a copy of 
the regulations surrounding advertising banners.
8.
TO RECEIVE UPDATES ON MATTERS ARISING IN PREVIOUS MINUTES


a) Highways Matters



 
1) Meeting with Highways Liaison engineer to discuss outstanding highways issues



The chairman and vice chairman had toured the parish with Mr Brienza as a result of which the 

following actions have been taken:
· Hope Pole Green – Inspection of the carriageway and footpath requested

· Stocks Lane, School warning signs – WCC Traffic Management team to investigate

· A4103/Chapel Lane, Bransford, leaning directional sign – Maintenance unit to re-instate

· Bank House Roundabout, Bransford – missing signs – maintenance unit have been notified

· Dingle Lane/Brockamin Lane, Flooding problem – requested cleaning & jetting of gullies and drains

· Dingle Lane/Brockamin – poor carriageway – inspection of carriageway requested

· The Engine House, Leigh – edge of road breaking up – inspection requested

· Drainage problems along Brockamin Lane, entering Bransford from Leigh direction – maintenance unit notified

· Brockamin Lane, the main road between Alfrick, Leigh & Bransford, has now been added to the principle gritting route and will be gritted in future

· Leigh & Bransford Primary School, proposed lay-by and play area – not within remit – needs to be referred to Brian Sharp in development control

· Lengthsman permit to dispose of verge cuttings – not possible since he is considered a private contractor – if he bags them however, it is possible to request Ringway to collect and dispose of them.

It was noted that a grit bin is still required for Post Office Lane and a warning reflective sign is also required on a culvert close to Croft House to prevent vehicles driving into the ditch. The clerk to write to highways to request that these be added to the list.
It was also noted that Mr Brienza had said that a supply of grit would be provided to parishes if a suitable location could be identified for storage.



2) Purchase of flashing speed sign


The clerk had received notification that Cllr Smith had confirmed that his discretionary budget 

for the year would be used to purchase a mobile speed monitoring devise, the use to be split 

between Leigh & Bransford, Suckley and Alfrick & Lulsley.



3) Speeding on Suckley Road


The most recent report had shown an approximately 50% reduction in speeding on Suckley 

Road. The black box will be used at the location twice more over the next six months and if 

speeds are seen to increase, enforcement action will recommence.


The Chief Inspector had suggested that there should be a physical police presence at the site on 

occasion and that he would contact the community policing officer in this regard.



Mr Porter had noted that there is a problem with speeding in Bransford between The Fox and the 

roundabout and the Chairman suggested this be added to the list of locations for a police 


presence and referred to the Safer Roads Partnership as a problem area.

b) Repairs to Bransford play area


With the exception of the swing seat replacement, all repairs and painting work have been completed. 
The gate needs adjusting and Mr Seymour agreed to attend to it. He also agreed to contact the 
Community Payback team to request they remove the bag of cuttings left behind. It was noted that both 
swing seats need replacing, the clerk to order.

c) Bransford Flooding

Mr Gloster had attended a meeting with District Council representatives. A further update to be provided 
at the next Parish Council meeting.


d) Play area and lay-by development – Leigh Sinton Primary School


No update – the chairman to contact Clive Smith


e) Donation to Memorial Hall

It had been agreed that a donation in kind be made, with painting and repair work carried out to the hall 
by the 
Community Payback team.


f) Stray dogs roaming on A4103


Mr Porter noted that there is still a problem. He was requested to advise people to make a complaint to 
the police to provide the county council with the evidence they need to take action. The chairman also to 
follow up.


g) Maintenance of the Bank House Island flower beds


The Lengthsman had expressed concerns about the time the work would take. The chairman to meet him 
on site.

h) Review of policies and procedures in relation to compliance with new standing orders

Mr Williamson, who had originally been leading the review whilst a member of the parish council, had 
offered to take part in the working group. The chairman proposed reconstituting the original group and 
all were in favour.


i) Bransford playing field lease


The lease is for 99 years and use of the field is restricted to public recreation and the siting of children’s 
play equipment.

9.
TO DISCUSS THE PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE

Mr Deeley gave a demonstration of the website he had developed for the parish council. It was very well 
received and Mr Seymour  proposed it be adopted. Mr Gloster seconded and all agreed.
10.
FINANCE

a)
Accounts paid and received

 Accounts Paid
J Barker



clerk – May 2011 


£471.79

MHDC




Rural rate relief – Somers Arms

£28.02


MHDC




Rural rate relief
 - Leigh Sinton P.O
£55.48


P.A Gardiner



grass cutting



£34.00


NALC




LCR subscription


£15.50


BGS




Lengthsman – May


£187.00


BGS




Lengthsman – June


£181.50


Orion Computers


website hosting



£80.00


P Butts




Internal audit



125.00

P.A. Gardiner



grass cutting



£34.00


J Barker



clerk – June



£457.30


Post Office Ltd



PAYE 1st qtr 2011/12


£318.00


Accounts received

HMRC




VAT repayment



£406.55

b)
Accounts passed for payment

Memorial Hall



Hall hire Jan – June 2011

£127.50


J Barker



clerk – July 2011 


£451.80


P.A Gardiner



grass cutting 



£34.00
11. 
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES & WORKING GROUPS

a. Affordable Housing Group 

The group had met with the Rural Housing Enabler to discuss the results of the Bransford Housing 
Needs Survey. The initial results had shown a need for 9 affordable homes, though additional 
information since received by the rural housing enabler had now increased this number to 10.

Mr Seymour proposed that the results of the survey now be published. Mr Jones seconded and it was 
agreed unanimously. The Chairman agreed to post the results on the Parish Council website.


b. Footpath working group

Mr Seymour read out a report provided by the Parish Paths Warden, Mr Edden. He highlighted a 
number of improvements to the local network of footpaths, including the re-opening of the bridge 
across the stream in the Dingle, the replacement of the footbridge crossing the stream towards 
Crowcroft and a new kissing gate at Bransford Chapel. A number of other problems have been 
identified and reported to WCC countryside Services and are in the process of being rectified. 


c. Memorial Hall – No report
d. Community Resilience Working Group
Mr Seymour raised the possibility of a local farmer storing the supply of emergency grit referred to in item 8a(1). Mr Seymour and Mr Sharp agreed to speak with local farmers in see if this would be possible.

e. Community Payback – covered in item 8b.
12.
COUNCILLORS REPORTS

Mr Porter requested that the Parish Council put pressure on the County Council to do something about the Ragwort growing in the grass verges. The clerk agreed to raise this with the Highways Liaison Engineer.
13.
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 

The next planning committee meeting will be held on Tuesday 23rd August and the next parish council meeting will be held on Tuesday 27th September, both 7:30 pm at the Memorial Hall.

Meeting closed at 9.55pm.

Chairman.............................................

Date..................................................
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