
Defford and Besford Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting

of Tuesday 13th September 2011
at Defford Village Hall
Present: 
Cllrs Robert Bemand (Chair), Hazel Wakefield, Patricia Steel, Roy Shepherd and Ron Davis (arrived at 8.15pm). 
Also present:
Jo Adams, Clerk; 10 members of the public

1. Apologies and Declarations of Interest 

Apologies had been received from Cllrs David Robinson, Sonja Lee, Clive Woods, Ian Spiers and Adrian Hardman.  Apologies for late arrival had been received from Cllr Ron Davis. Cllr Wakefield declared an interest in item 7.  

2. Minutes of the meeting held on 2nd August 2011 to be confirmed and signed

It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the 2nd August 2011 should be accepted and signed as a true record. 

3. Planning 

(a) New applications

The following planning application had been received  and was circulating around members of the Planning Committee:

W/11/01944/CU - Glaramara Cottage, 8 Lodge Hill, Defford

Proposal: Siting of a caravan for temporary use to allow care of poultry. 
(b) Wychavon District Council decisions  

W/11/01467/PP 
St Luke’s, Besford Court Estate 

Permitted
W/11/01468/LB  
St Luke’s, Besford Court Estate 

Permitted
W/11/00952/PN 
2 Buckles Orchard, Defford


Permitted

4. Finance
i. To approve any payments due

The following invoices totalling £722.43 (ex VAT) were approved for payment: Worcestershire CALC, Councillor training; Besford Court Management Court, hall hire 2/8/11; LA Garden Services, grass-cutting in August and September ’11; Staffing costs August ’11. 

ii. Consideration of the quarterly budget monitor 

The quarterly budget monitor showed that approximately 55% of the budget had been spent to date, with the majority of the year’s grass-cutting paid for. The projected balance in the Parish Council’s account at the end of the financial year was estimated at 9,420.54 excluding any unbudgeted expense or capital spend. 
iii. To schedule a meeting of the Finance & General Purposes Committee

A meeting will be scheduled between Cllrs Spiers, Lee, Bemand and Wakefield on Cllr Lee’s return from holiday.
iv. To discuss possible capital expenditure

The Council considered possible items of capital expenditure including the proposed vehicle activated speed sign, play equipment on the Millennium Green and additional streetlighting for the car park.  It was considered difficult to decide which items of expenditure would be of greatest value to parishioners who should be consulted on their preferences. The Council decided that consultation would take place as part of the Parish Plan to determine the best use of the Council’s funds. 
5. Maintenance of Open Spaces   

The Millennium Green is now under the stewardship of the Parish Council who are the sole corporate trustee. 
6. To discuss the car park surface and boundary

A letter has been received from Network Rail confirming that an inspection had been carried out on the boundary to the car park, and that the inspector was satisfied that the fencing was fit for purpose. In the light of these comments, the Council decided that it would not install any additional fencing itself. 
Cllr Shepherd reported that a quantity of planings had been offered free of charge to the Parish Council by Archers Transport, to spread on the car park surface. The planings would be delivered to the car park, but the Parish Council would have to arrange to spread them out. The Council decided that Cllr Ian Spiers would be consulted as he had previously carried out this task. The Council decided that the area should first be treated with weedkiller and that this could be arranged without further discussion up to a cost of £50. 
7. To consider a request for an additional streetlight for Village Hall visitors

Cllr Wakefield reported that, in her capacity as a trustee of Defford Village Hall, she had been approached by two clubs who had difficulty negotiating their way back to the car park as some areas were so dark. The Council agreed that investigations should be made into the cost of additional lighting in the car park. 
8. To discuss a request for play equipment of the Millennium Green

An email has been received from a parishioner suggesting the addition of children’s play equipment on the Millennium Green. A discussion took place, but councillors decided that consultation with parishioners would have to take place first (as minuted at item 4-iv) before the Council could commit to expenditure on play equipment. 
9. To discuss potential locations for a vehicle activated speed sign

Locations suggested for the vehicle activated sign were on the two approaches to the village, one by the Defford Arms and the other by the Railway pub. The Council decided that the costs for the scheme would be ascertained before a decision is made to make an approach to the County Council.  
10. Councillors reports  

(a)  County Councillor A Hardman

Cllr Hardman was not present. 

 (b)  District Councillor R Davis

Cllr Davis recommended that the Council make comment on the upcoming consultations and advised that various roadshows were taking place in the area so that councillors and parishioners alike could consider the proposals and talk to officers involved. He noted that the National Planning Policy Framework would be most relevant to those parishes that had a Village Design Statement that had been adopted by the District Council. 
(c)  Parish Councillors

i. Cllr Steel reported that the Councils of Pershore Town and Eckington Parish have registered interest in becoming part of the 382 working party, and that she was hoping to hear from the Councils closer to Worcester. 
ii. Cllr Shepherd reported a raised section of pavement along the Upton Road that was a trip hazard, and also asked if the path could be sided out on the pavement leading up to The Acre. 

11. Correspondence and matters to be raised for next agenda 

Correspondence had been received as follow: 
· An invitation to councillors to the Pershore Area Forum on  the 26th October. 
· Details of the seminar and workshop on Localism and the South Worcestershire Development Plan.
· Details of Councillor training dates from Worcestershire CALC.
12. To confirm date of the next meeting 

The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Tuesday 8th November at Defford Village Hall. 

The meeting was closed at 9.45pm. 

Public Questions
i. A parishioner reported that a footpath leading off Salters Lane was impassable. The County Council to be contacted. 
ii. The smells from the drains in Harpley Road have not improved since the last meeting. It was suggested that they would benefit from being flushed out as many appeared to be filled with fallen leaves and other detritus. The matter to be followed up. The lengthsmam had cleared undergrowth from around the drains. 
iii. A parishioner noted that the covenants on the car park land may offer some protection against development. 

iv. A discussion took place on the new timetable for the 382 service, with parishioners expressing disappointment and difficulty at the early finish of the service and withdrawal of the 12.42 service from either end of the route after the original publication of the timetable commencing on 5th September. 
v. A parishioner asked if the Parish Council would be providing additional grit bins. The matter to be discussed at the next meeting. 
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